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Dear Spa Family,

There are various moments in our lives. There is a lot of joy, but also sometimes we go 
through very diffi  cult days. Like Job in this Sunday’s fi rst reading. He was very sad and lonely, 
abandoned (even by family and friends), alone, not understood by anyone. In the silence of his 
heart and conscience, in a silent monologue, he complained about his life. He believed that his 
life passed quickly and senselessly. Like many modern people today, this is how they live their 
lives. 

When Jesus heals - as we heard in the Gospel - his mother-in-law and many sick people, 
He shows us his power and, above all, his sensitivity to human life. By performing these 
miraculous healings, He shows us that He does not want human suff ering. He doesn’t want 
anything to enslave people! 

Jesus wants to approach everyone personally. He wants to take everyone by the hand and lift 
them up, because every person (especially the sick and suff ering) has a special and exceptional 
value in God’s eyes. Jesus is the one who rose from the dead of the greatest disease, which was 
death. He wants to pick up those who somehow “touch” the reality of death. That is why, sick, 
suff ering, sinful, addicted... need to come to Jesus who, through the sacraments, heals our soul, 
and in many cases also the body.

When can we conclude that Jesus heals us and gives us His power? Let us look at the attitude 
of Peter’s mother-in-law. Immediately after being healed, she began ministering to the apostles. 
We can say: when people want to fi ght anew, undertake new tasks, it is then that they open 
themselves to the healing grace of Jesus. 

When apathy, anxiety, withdrawals, even despair, and fear of everything around paralyze our 
actions - then we do not allow Jesus to take us by the hand and lift us up. Meanwhile, Jesus 
allows us to fi nd himself. He shows us the way how not to get lost in life. 

I hope this message fi nds you and your loved ones healthy and well. In light of the current 
coronavirus pandemic, our primary concern is the spiritual and physical health and welfare of 
the faithful and all those who serve our parishes. We also recognize that we have a duty to care 
for those among us who are most vulnerable.

These dual concerns refl ect everyone’s need for safety, while at the same time supporting those 
who need it most in our Archdiocese and parish.

While the fi nancial circumstances of many families in our parish are uncertain, for those who 
are able we ask for your support of our Church. The Annual Catholic Appeal will launch next 
weekend and since our services are limited in the number who gather in person, there is an 
online giving option at annualcatholicappeal.com and a text-to-give option by texting the word 
“ACA2021” to 345345.

While challenging days remain, we also recognize this opportunity to be truly present to one 
another and care for those who are struggling. May we continue to pray for all those aff ected by 
COVID-19, those who are caring for the sick and for each other.

Have a blessed weekend. Fr. Chris Ciastoń
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DONATIONS FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY
  Sunday - $66,009   Online Sunday - $38,563
  Sharing - $1,920   Online Sharing - $1,841
  St. Vincent de Paul - $3,846 Online SVdP - $2,202
  Christmas - $22,244  

2021 Annual Catholic Appeal
I invite you to spend some 
time this week reflecting 
on the Annual Catholic 
Appeal materials you
should have received in 
your bulletin or in the 
mail. 

The Annual Catholic 
Appeal is much
different than a one-time 
special collection: It is a 
pledged commitment to 
make a gift over time. 

Your pledge can be made payable in installments.

Each pledge makes a difference because all parishes participate in the campaign 
and the gifts of  many enable our archdiocese to deliver needed ministries and 
services to answer the call of  Jesus to “Come, follow me … and bring hope to the 
world.”
If  you received your pledge form in the mail, please complete it and mail it back. 
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By: Mary Penich
be more than he could 
ever have hoped for.  I 
admit that, sometimes, 
the distance between 
that wonderful end and 
today’s suff ering makes 
it diffi  cult to embrace 
Paul’s enthusiasm.

  It seems to me that Jesus’ life among us off ers 
the greatest consolation.  Jesus immersed himself in our 
humanity, including our suff ering.  Today’s gospel (Mark 
1:29-39) tells us that Jesus had just left the synagogue 
with his friends who felt very good about Jesus’ work that 
day.  Unfortunately, when they arrived at Peter’s house for 
dinner, they found that Peter’s mother-in-law was very ill.  
Jesus immediately took her hand and cured her.  The woman 
got up and quickly prepared the meal her guests had hoped 
for.  Afterward, Peter and the rest ushered Jesus off  to cure 
more of the sick.  While the day was miraculous for those 
who met him, it took its toll on Jesus.  The next morning, 
Jesus rose before the others so he could spend some time in 
prayer.  Those moments alone with God replenished Jesus’ 
spirit.  Once again, Jesus was ready to spend himself serving 
others. 

  The truth is that Jesus bore the weight of all of our 
concerns.  His fatigue was the least of what he endured at 
the hands of the temple hierarchy and Roman rule.  Like 
Job, Jesus knew that there is only so much we can give 
and endure before our bodies and souls cry out, “Enough!”  
Though I’ve been spared the suff ering so many have  faced 
throughout the pandemic, I’ve often looked upward to ask, 
“Dear God, where are you?”  Every time, I failed to allow 
God to answer.  Rather, I quickly acknowledged,  “I know. 
You’re standing right beside each one of us.”  

  Just as Job discovered, Paul preached and Jesus 
revealed to us, God truly is everywhere, especially when 
we’re in need.  God waits in hospital rooms with suff ering 
patients and weary caretakers.  God lingers in grocery stores 
where essential workers try to stay well another day and 
shoppers fi ll their carts with only what their budgets allow.  
God sits with weary parents who guide their remotely-
schooled children while balancing their own laptops and 
work assignments.  God stands with the National Guard 
and other unsuspecting public servants who suddenly fi nd 
themselves training to be “vaccinators”.  Yes, God is 
around us wherever we are as we face the challenges at 
hand.  And, yes God will be with us to celebrate the absolute 
joy that will follow!   

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT- COME AFTER ME...

 I’ve begun this refl ection feeling a bit melancholy.  
When I checked the calendar to confi rm the date you’d 
read this, I discovered that date marks 331 days since we 
were fi rst asked to shelter-in-place to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19.  (Yes, I admit that I’m counting!)  The 
good news is that two vaccines have been developed 
during that time and more are on the way.  The better 
news is that more than 24 million people had been 
vaccinated in this country by the time I began to write.  
The other news is that almost 300 million of us still need 
the vaccine.  Many people continue to suff er joblessness 
and dire straits due to the pandemic’s fi nancial impact.  
Too many are suff ering with COVID-19 while their 
loved ones worry and pray that they’ll recover.  I can’t 
begin to describe what healthcare workers are enduring 
as they struggle to get us through this pandemic.  Some 
have lost their own lives in the process.  Yes, all of us 
have been impacted by that tiny, but powerful virus.  
Having written all of that, my melancholy evolves into 
sadness over all that has occurred…

  Today’s fi rst reading (Book of Job 7:1-4, 6-7) 
addresses similar suff ering.  The book’s author uses 
Job’s story to illustrate the reasons God appears to allow 
evil to unfold in this world.  (As for me, I think it has a 
lot to do with free will, our free will.)  After a discussion 
of Job’s goodness and good fortune, the story tells us 
that God allowed Satan to test Job’s faith.  Satan caused 
Job to lose his family, his home and his wealth.  Job’s 
friends off ered no consolation.  They blamed those 
misfortunes on Job’s or his forefathers’ sinfulness.  
Poor Job’s life worsened with every subsequent breath.  
Understandably, Job made no secret of his misery.  
Eventually, he looked upward to complain to God.  As I 
considered the pandemic’s siege, I was tempted to add to 
Job’s litany of grievances.  Fortunately, before I raised 
my fi st to the heavens, I read on to the end of Job’s story.  
God did intervene and Job lived the rest of his life at 
peace with himself and at peace with God.  Happily, the 
positive outcome of Job’s earthly story was a shadow 
of the outcome that awaited Job in heaven.  My mood 
lightened because the same is true for us.  

  The second reading (1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-
23) tells us that Paul handled his suff ering with that end in 
mind.  Rather than complaining about his situation, Paul 
immersed himself in God’s word and God’s ways.  Paul 
shared what he knew of God’s love with all who would 
listen.  Like Job, Paul experienced a close encounter 
with God which overwhelmed him.  As a result, Paul 
found it impossible to hold God’s wonder within.  Paul 
knew that the outcome of his life in this world would ©2020 MARY PENICH - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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SOUPer Bowl 2021 Fan Alert!
Though  Super Bowl 2021 is still up for grabs, Deacon Mike is calling us all 
to get excited about the even bigger SOUPer Bowl Sunday Competition!  

Mike and his fellow deacons are once again joining forces against a very 
real opponent here in Lake County –HUNGER!

Deacons Mike, Bob, Ivan, Andy, Rod and Brent are transforming 
Super Bowl Weekend, February 6-7, into SOUPer Bowl Weekend here 

at St. Paul the Apostle.  Father Chris and Father Joe have commissioned 
these guys to become our own Monsters of the Midway! Will you help 
them in transforming what may be a lack-luster NFL competition into 

a real competition against hunger?
As you know, COVID-19 has changed a lot over the past 10 months and 
our SOUPER Bowl is no exception.  Because we can’t take up collections 
these days, our guys are asking you to help them to tackle hunger by 
picking up an envelope on the way in or out of 
church.  Just drop it off in the collection bins any 
Sunday or you can donate online.  If you take an 
envelope, use the space provided to record the 
name of the team you want to win Super Bowl 
LV.  We’ll share the results later. 

As always, 100% of the funds collected with be 
donated to the St. Anastasia Food Pantry in 
Waukegan to assist their volunteers in blocking 
hunger in a big way! As always, we thank you so 
much for your consistently amazing and 
heartwarming generosity!

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
I am there among them.” Ma  hew 18:20

Are you looking for inner calm?  Try Spiritual Direc  on.
My name is Sue Lucas. I am a new spiritual director, having recently completed 
the Spiritual Guidance Training Program through Siena Retreat Center.  I bring 

the gi   of compassionate listening to share with individuals looking for a closer 
rela  onship with God. I am a parishioner here at St Paul the Apostle Church and 
a member of the core team for the Circle of Women and Vice President of the 

Society of St Vincent de Paul ministry. If you are interested in virtual sessions, you 
can reach me at 847-610-7913 or suelucas1013@comcast.net. 
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PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Diana Lonergan
Kathy Humann

Keith Lahey
Michele Dulak Beye

Charlie Lucas
Kurt Lowe

Linda Marie Fote
Ruth Blood

Jorge Sanchez
Frances C Fletcher

Carmie Caluag
Vicki Wilson

Marty Reynolds
The Andrade Family

please know that we pray for all of the sick 
at every mass. however, if you would like 

your name or that of a sick loved one to be 
included in the list above, please email or 

call keri at the parish house. 
ksekany@saintpaultheapostle.church 

847-918-0600

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2021
5:00PM: Jose Cespedes  | Charles Suhling | Richard J. Palenica
                   Bonnie Arion

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2021
7:30AM: Richard V. Siegel 
9:30AM: Greg Borgen | Melchiseden  Madayag 
                Robert Chester Buttrey
11:30AM: Chuck Gresser | Beav Dell

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2021
7:30AM: Robert Therry
    
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2021
7:30AM: Parish Family
    
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2021
7:30AM: Parish Family

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2021
7:30AM: Douglass Russel | Jaime Gorospe 
                Isabel Gorospe

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2021
7:30AM: Parish Family

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 33, 2021
5:00PM: Pat Terry  | Charles Suhling
      Emily & Walter Macrowski 
                 Meliojefa Daulo 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2021
7:30AM: The Smetek Family    
9:30AM: Anna & Oscar Morien | The Schwartz Family
11:30AM: Salvador Pangilinan | Diane  Goralczyk

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY: 
Gn 1:1-19 
Ps 104
Mk 6:53-56

TUESDAY: 
Gn 1:20—2:4a
Ps 8
Mk 7:1-13

WEDNESDAY: 
Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17
Ps 104
Mk 7:14-23

THURSDAY: 
Gn 2:18-25
Ps 124 
Mk 7:24-30

FRIDAY: 
Gn 3:1-8
Ps 32
Mk 7:31-37

SATURDAY:
Gn 3:9-24
Ps 90
Mk 8:1-10

SUNDAY: 
Lv 13:1-2, 44-46
Ps 32
1 Cor 10:31—11:1
Mk 1:40-45

The soul cannot live The soul cannot live 
without love.without love.
—St. Francis de Sales—St. Francis de Sales

  “ ”

Bertha Quintero
Guillermo Parreno 

Xavier Parreno
Bethany Brosman
Carol McArthur
Maria Rodriguez

Susan Smith Horvath
Robbie Franklin

Jeanette Albamonte
Caroline Shebenik

Natalie Styles
Nicole Mendlik

Gunnar Shindledecker

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Remember that my life is like the 
wind; I shall not see happiness again. 
(Job 7:1-4, 6-7).

Psalm — Praise the Lord, who heals the broken-
hearted (Psalm 147).

Second Reading — I preach the gospel (1 Corin-
thians 9:16-19, 22-23).

Gospel — He cured many who were sick with var-
ious diseases (Mark Mk 1:29-39).
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This year we are allowed to distribute ashes, however they will be sprinkled 
on the top of the head as is frequently done in Europe, instead of signing 

with ashes on the forehead.  Register online or call the offi ce. 
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PARISH OFFICE
KERI SEKANY | OFFICE MANAGER
INFO@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MUSIC LITURGY
RUTH PECK | DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
RPECK@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

JULIE JESTER | MUSIC MINISTRY ASSISTANT
JJESTER@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

SATURDAY EVENING:
5:00PM

SUNDAY:
7:30 | 9:30 | 11:30AM 

WEEKDAY MASS:
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY
7:30AM

MASS SCHEDULE

TUESDAY/THURSDAY MORNINGS
8:00AM

ADORATION

PASTORAL STAFF
REV. CHRIS CIASTON | PASTOR
FRCHRIS@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. JOE CURTIS | ASSOCIATE PASTOR
FRJOE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. BRAD ZAMORA | WEEKEND ASSISTANCE
BZ AMOR A@USML .EDU

DEACON MICHAEL PENICH
DE ACONMIKE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON IVAN SIAP
DE ACONIVAN@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BOB BIRCK
DE ACONBOB@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ROD REYES
DE ACONROD@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ANDY BAKER
DE ACONANDY@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BRENT BERTKE
DE ACONBRENT@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-918-0600

847-918-0600
6401 GAGES LAKE RD

GURNEE, IL 60031

BUSINESS OFFICE
BOB SEKANY | BUSINESS MANAGER
BUSINESS@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY

847-918-0600

HOURS: 8:30AM - 3:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-816-8677

SATURDAYS IN THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT CHAPEL
11:00AM

RECONCILIATION

ANCILLARY STAFF
KELLY KRUEGER | MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
KKRUEGER@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

RICH PLAGE | FACILITIES MANAGER
RPL AGE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

FAITH FORMATION & CATECHESIS
TAMMY OBERSTAR | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
TOBERSTAR@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MARY JO URQUHART | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
MURQUHART@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA FILIP | DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION & YOUTH FORMATION
LFILIP@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

AMY RUSSELL | CHILDREN’S FSF COORDINATOR 
ARUSSELL@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA COLLIN | CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR
LCOLLIN@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH


