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Dear SPA Family,

Easter, the oldest and most important Holy Day for 
Christians, is celebrated every year. Maybe it has 
become a bit commonplace for us. The same liturgy of 
the Easter Triduum, passion, cross, tomb, resurrection. 
How can we understand this greatest mystery of our 
faith?

Let’s look at the movie “Risen” (2016) directed by 
Kevin Reynolds, which presents the investigation of 
Jesus. We see the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
through the eyes of the Roman Tribune of Clavius, to whom Pontius Pilate commissioned to 
find the disciples of Jesus who had just been sentenced to death. According to Pilate, prompted 
by the Sanhedrin, Jesus’ body was stolen by his disciples who wanted to continue spreading 
‘heretical religion.’ Clavius, following alleged thieves, also goes deep into himself. All he wants 
is “freedom from killing and death.” He is a straightforward killer who obeys orders, but wants 
to remain consistent with his conscience. It changes gradually in contact with Jesus’ disciples.

Clavius realizes slowly that everything cannot be explained by reason alone. After all, he had 
seen the strange reflection on the shroud, the melted seals, the ropes that were cracked rather 
than cut, a boulder that had been pushed backward that several strong men would have to 
move. He also experienced the extraordinary goodness of the carpenters’ disciples. Ultimately 
speaking with Jesus’ disciples, Clavius is full of doubts. 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is a revolution of love. It is not a matter of coincidence that 
Christ the Lord rose on Sunday. The light of His resurrection illuminated the morning of the 
first day of the week. With His resurrection from the dead, Jesus ushered in a new era in the 
human history. He illuminated all the earth with the light of the age to come. However, the 
resurrection itself brings with it many questions that we must rediscover over and over again, as 
do so many generations of disciples of the Risen One. To this day, the sharp minds of this world 
are wondering…what and how?! And the mystery still remains a mystery. And it must be so.

But is there anything that could be done about it? Well no, because the revelation of God is 
already written in the Scriptures. It is what guides us along the paths of Easter. However, in 
order to discover the victory of Easter morning, faith is necessary.

Victory happens in us through love. After the suffering and death, after the pain and uncertainty 
of tomorrow, the resurrection begins. The resurrected love is not merely the longed-for goal 
of our eternal life. This love begins right now in this life. From the empty tomb of Jesus, 
the Gospel of life spreads throughout the world. The Risen One shows that life and love are 
inextricably linked. On the other hand, there are many stones in the world that block access to 
the grace of resurrection. Jesus sets aside these stones so that we can enter a life full of joy, hope 
and freedom.

Jesus is truly risen! Do we believe that we will also rise with Him? Yes we do!!! “This is the day 
the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad”. Alleluia!!

Happy Easter,

 Fr. Chris D. Ciastoń
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DONATIONS FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH
Sunday - $35,392   Online Sunday - $33,671
Sharing - $982   Online Sharing - $1,845
St. Vincent de Paul - $2,951 Online SVdP - $1,670
Easter- $1,354    Easter Flowers - $475
Church in Central & Eastern Europe - $2,093
Rice Bowl - $186



4  |  SAINT PAUL THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC PARISH - WWW.SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

BY: MARY PENICH
centuries later, Thomas 
Aquinas acknowledged 
Mary Magdalene as The 
Apostle to the Apostles.  

 I’m not surprised 
that Mary Magdalene 
was fi rst to return to 
Jesus’ tomb.  Family members of those who passed away 
traditionally visited their loved ones’ tombs three days 
after their burial.  To Mary, Jesus was family and she was 
perhaps Jesus’ closest follower.  Mary Magdalene had never 
hidden in the shadows.  She remained with Jesus even when 
rumblings of discontent permeated the air around him.  
When I visited a chapel in Jerusalem near the much-visited 
replica of the Upper Room, I sat before a life-size sculpture 
of The Last Supper.  This impressive image drew me in and 
it took a moment for me to notice the lone fi gure nestled 
in the shadows just feet away.  When I saw the sculpture, I 
knew immediately that it depicted Mary Magdalene.  There 
she stood, silently watching as Jesus shared that last meal 
with his friends.  A day later, Mary stood nearby again, this 
time with her heart breaking as Jesus suff ered and died on 
that cross.  Would she ever feel normal again?  

 This Easter morning, I look around the quiet house 
and nothing feels as it should.  Prepared baskets wait for 
delivery.  We have no dyed eggs because we have no reason 
to hide them.  The dining room table is bare.  Before I can 
lament this odd setting, images of what will be fi ll me up…  
The phone rings.  Our granddaughters giggle as they shout, 
“Happy Easter!”  They hold up baskets fi lled with grass, 
a minimum of candy and two gift cards which bring more 
smiles.  They boast about the meal they helped Mom to 
prepare as they walk the phone over to their beautifully set 
table.  That call is interrupted by another from their littler 
cousins.  “When are you coming over?” they shout.  And on 
and on it goes…. 

 That fi rst Easter morning, when Mary Magdalene 
looked around the quiet garden, nothing felt as it should.  
The great boulder which had sealed Jesus’ tomb had been 
moved by someone.  But whom?  Were Jesus’ enemies so 
threatened by him that they wanted not only his very life, 
but his body, too?  Before Mary could answer herself, the 
voice most familiar to her responds, “Mary!”  With that, the 
most important aspect of Mary’s normal returned.  Jesus 
was with her once again and there he would remain.  The 
same is true for you and me.  What better reason is there for 
us all to enjoy a most happy and blessed Easter 2021? 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT- BACK TO NORMAL... WITH JESUS!   

 Of  all the Easter mornings I’ve enjoyed 
throughout my life, Easter 2021 comes closest to what 
Jesus’ fi rst followers might have experienced that fi rst 
Easter…  I usually begin the day surprising the good 
deacon with a Palmer chocolate bunny.  Afterward, we 
drive to our fl ower-fi lled church where vibrant alleluias 
fi ll the air.  Later, our sons and daughters-in-law and 
grandchildren appear and the Easter egg hunt begins.  
Hardboiled eggs and sweet-fi lled baskets reward their 
eff orts.  Lots of playing and visiting and Grandpa’s 
perfectly prepared lamb dinner fi ll what remains of the 
day.  This year, our revelry is muted by the distance 
between us.  Though we’ll celebrate together via 
FaceTime, the hugs will be absent.  Easter treasures will 
arrive via quick drive-bys and we’ll eat our meals one 
family at a time.  Mike and I are happy as can be that 
our family is healthy in body and surviving in spirit.  
Still, we long for the way things used to be.  I wonder 
aloud if we’ll ever feel normal again?  On that fi rst 
Easter morning, Mary Magdalene certainly wondered 
the same…  

 Though we hear John’s gospel (John 20:1-9) 
today, Matthew, Mark and Luke also report that Mary 
Magdalene didn’t simply wonder about the normal she’d 
lost when Jesus breathed his last on that cross.  She did 
her best to recapture that normal when she made her 
way to Jesus’ tomb early that fi rst Easter morning.  After 
writing this, I responded aloud, “Of course she did!”  
My devotion to Mary Magdalene prompted this remark.  
When Mike and I considered a possible trip to Israel, it 
was the inclusion of Mary’s town on the itinerary which 
compelled me to embrace the opportunity.  I couldn’t 
imagine a nicer way to become better acquainted with 
my childhood hero.  

 When I arrived in Magdala, I wasn’t 
disappointed.  Magdala’s close proximity to Nazareth 
likely enticed Jesus to travel there early in his ministry.  
I stood in amazement at the ruins of the synagogue 
where Jesus frequently taught.  I wondered if he and 
Mary Magdalene met there.  Scripture scholars tell us 
that Mary was a respected woman who suff ered with an 
illness.  At the time, such affl  ictions were assumed to be 
caused by the sinfulness of their victims or by demons.  
That Mary maintained her stature in the midst of this 
suff ering gives testament to her strong character.  Though 
we don’t know the circumstances, Jesus met Mary and 
cured her and their enduing  friendship began.  Mary 
immersed herself in Jesus’ work and in making Jesus’ 
message her own.  Mary did so with such fervor that, 
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Operation Rice Bowl 2021... How To Turn In Your Donation...
This year, though everything else is as abnormal as can be, 
we’ll collect your Rice Bowl donations as usual.   If you come 
to church, place a check or your cash in the envelope that came 
with your rice bowl (or in any envelope marked “Rice Bowl”) 
and drop it into the collection bins.  You can also mail a check 
to St. Paul’s or give any amount online.  Make checks payable 
to St. Paul the Apostle Parish. We’ll submit a single check to 
cover all donations.  Please don’t mail your checks to Catholic 
Relief Services as we’d like our parish to be credited for all 
donations.  This year, because we’re avoiding dealing with coins 
due to pandemic constraints, checks or cash will be very much 
appreciated! This will also save Deacon Mike a trip to the bank’s coin machine. 
Deacon Mike oversees this project every year and every year he is amazed by your 
generosity.  We cannot thank you enough for taking this Lenten project to heart and for 
once again caring for God’s most needy children. Every penny you donate will help!

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JERRY SIMPSON
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Our St. Vincent de Paul conference feels so very blessed to have so many generous donors 
who recently contributed to help us raise over $17,000 during our “SVdP Week of Giving” 

letter campaign last November.  Our original expectation was that we might get about $5000 
and as a result we have been blown away at your response. Please know we never take for 

granted the support we receive from our parishioners.

We’d like to provide an update on the activity of our SVdP conference during the COVID 
pandemic.  Originally we shut down with the rest of the country in the beginning of March.  
After seeing that other local conferences were servicing their neighbors in need, we made 
the decision to reopen our phone line and resumed responding to requests for assistance 
in June, conducting our visits via phone rather than in-person.  To be honest, requests for 

our help have been surprisingly slow due to the eviction and utility shutoff moratoriums in 
place.  When someone does call us, we direct them to contact the established social agencies 
that have received increased federal funding first, when applicable.  However, help has been 

provided to several families facing a variety of non-COVID-related financial obstacles. Our 
organization does feel we will get inundated with phone calls when the moratoriums are lifted.

We are seeking energetic volunteers to join our SVdP conference as several members 
have left our group recently.  If you are feeling nudged by the Holy Spirit to get involved 
and practice your faith in a practical concrete way, please consider calling our phone line 

(847)347-0832 to express your interest and to get more information.  We are a FUN group!!!!

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
I am there among them.” Matthew 18:20

Are you looking for inner calm?  Try Spiritual Direction.
My name is Sue Lucas. I am a new spiritual director, having recently completed 
the Spiritual Guidance Training Program through Siena Retreat Center.  I bring 

the gift of compassionate listening to share with individuals looking for a closer 
relationship with God. I am a parishioner here at St Paul the Apostle Church and 
a member of the core team for the Circle of Women and Vice President of the 

Society of St Vincent de Paul ministry. If you are interested in virtual sessions, you 
can reach me at 847-610-7913 or suelucas1013@comcast.net. 

 

Prayer Shawl Request
Are you or a loved one in need of a prayer shawl? Please complete the following 
information and place in the collection box at any of St. Pauls’ weekend masses. 

You will be contacted regarding pickup/delivery of the shawl.

Name: ___________________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________________________

eMail: ___________________________________________________________

The prayer shawl is for __ me  __another parishioner/friend

Shawl recipient is a ___male ___female 
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PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Kathy Humann

Keith Lahey
Charlie Lucas

Kurt Lowe
Linda Marie Fote

Frances C Fletcher
Carmie Caluag
Vicki Wilson

Marty Reynolds
The Andrade Family

Bertha Quintero
Guillermo Parreno 

Xavier Parreno

Please know that we Pray for all of the sick 
at every Mass. however, if you would like 

your naMe or that of a sick loved one to be 
included in the list above, Please eMail or 

call keri at the Parish house. 
ksekany@saintPaultheaPostle.church 

847-918-0600

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, APRIL 3, 2021- EASTER VIGIL
7:00PM: Charles Suhling | Ben Serrano 
      Sr. Mary Clennon CSC | Saturnino Regacho
      John Hii

SUNDAY, APRIL 4, 2021- EASTER SUNDAY
7:30AM: Louis, Petrina & Joe Smetek | The Casis Family  
9:30AM: Anna & Oscar Morien | Thomas Rajchel
      Robert Chester Buttrey
11:30AM: Stefan Ciastoń | The Hilo & Cacal Family
       Alberto Miran
1:30PM:  For the Parish Family

MONDAY, APRIL 5, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family 
    
TUESDAY, APRIL 6, 2021
7:30AM: Rita O’Connor | Bernice Martin | Rosita Aguilar
    
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family

THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2021
7:30AM: Patricia Machak

FRIDAY, APRIL 9, 2021
7:30AM: Fe Natividad Cambay

SATURDAY, APRIL 10, 2021
5:00PM: Charles Suhling | Katherine Kowalewski
 Susan Smith Horvath | Jack Henderson
 Edward Anderson | Teddy Andres
 Lialyn Javier | Yolanda Abante

SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2021
7:30AM: Victor Peccioli | Richard P. Siegel   
9:30AM: Victor & Joyce Schwartz | Monica Behnke
11:30AM: Chuck Gresser | Edward Anderson
 Lialyn Javier | Teddy Andres | Yolanda Abante 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY: 
Acts 2:14, 22-33
Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11
Mt 28:8-15

TUESDAY: 
Acts 2:36-41
Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22
Jn 20:11-18

WEDNESDAY: 
Acts 3:1-10
Ps 105:1-4, 6-9
Lk 24:13-35

THURSDAY: 
Acts 3:11-26
Ps 8:2ab, 5-9
Lk 24:35-48

FRIDAY: 
Acts 4:1-12
Ps 118:1-2, 4, 22-27a
Jn 21:1-14

SATURDAY:
Acts 4:13-21
Ps 118:1, 14-15ab, 
16-21
Mk 16:9-15

SUNDAY: 
Acts 4:32-35
Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 
22-24
1 Jn 5:1-6
Jn 20:19-31

For I remember it is Easter For I remember it is Easter 
morn, And life and love and morn, And life and love and 
peace are all new born.peace are all new born.
    —Alice Freeman Palmer    —Alice Freeman Palmer

  “ 
”

Bethany Brosman
Carol McArthur
Maria Rodriguez
Robbie Franklin

Jeanette Albamonte
Natalie Styles

Yee Ivicek
Nicole Mendlik

Gunnar Shindledecker 
Patty Hacker

Elliott Delman
Linda Lillington

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Peter is an eyewitness: The Lord 
is risen (Acts 10:34a, 37-43).

Psalm — This is the day the Lord has made; let 
us rejoice and be glad (Psalm 118).

(Second Reading — All who are baptized, set 
your hearts in heaven (Colossians 3:1-4).

Gospel — Three witnesses, Mary, Peter, and 
John; each responds to the empty tomb 
(John 20:1-9).
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AA PPOOWWEERRFFUULL 
RREETTRREEAATT OOFF 

CCOONNSSEECCRRAATTIIOONN 
TTOO MMAARRYY 

All are invited to participate in a POWERFUL RETREAT OF MARIAN CONSCREATION. It 
will be a 46-day sacred journey striving to live a virtuous life, and walking in the seven gifts of 
the Holy Spirit. The retreat will include 2 minutes of daily spiritual reading, a daily rosary, one
day of fasting, weekly talks/videos (30-50 min) with reflection questions. Receive extraordinary 
graces by joining in communal prayer and fasting for one another, for the SPA parish family, and
the nation.

The retreat will start on March 29th and culminate on May 13th, Our Lady of Fatima with 
a Total Consecration to Our Blessed Mother.

Consecration Options
1. In- Person: Monday 7:00-8:30pm - March 29, April *5, 12, 19, 26, May 3, 10 (5th is

Easter Monday, done at home)
2. Zoom: Tuesday, 7:00-8:30pm - March 30, April 6, 13, 20, 27, May 4, 11
3. At Home: Individual, couple, family or home group. Videos sent out on Mondays.

Register: Church Center or www.saintpaultheapostle.church

The book for the retreat, Mary’s Mantle Consecration: A Spiritual Retreat for Heaven’s Help by 
Christine Watkins can be purchased on Amazon. For home option, videos will be sent via email. 

“The goal of a virtuous life is to become like God.” – St. Gregory of Nyssa

The Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVdP) 
will be hosting a 7-week virtual pover-
ty awareness training series, If Not Me, 

Then Who? Empowering Our Neighbors.
This series takes participants on a jour-

ney that busts poverty myths and creates 
a deeper understanding of the lived real-
ity of poor and vulnerable families. The 
sessions are open to all parishioners and 

will begin on Monday April 12th. They 
will continue for 7 consecutive Mondays 
at 7:00 P.M. The sessions are offered on 
zoom. Study materials will be provided.  
Please see the website for registration 

or call the SVdP hotline 
847-347-0832.  
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PARISH OFFICE
KERI SEKANY | OFFICE MANAGER
INFO@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MUSIC LITURGY
RUTH PECK | DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
RPECK@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

JULIE JESTER | MUSIC MINISTRY ASSISTANT
JJESTER@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

SATURDAY EVENING:
5:00PM

SUNDAY:
7:30 | 9:30 | 11:30AM 

WEEKDAY MASS:
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY
7:30AM

MASS SCHEDULE

TUESDAY/THURSDAY MORNINGS
8:00AM

ADORATION

PASTORAL STAFF
REV. CHRIS CIASTON | PASTOR
FRCHRIS@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. JOE CURTIS | ASSOCIATE PASTOR
FRJOE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. BRAD ZAMORA | WEEKEND ASSISTANCE
BZ AMOR A@USML .EDU

DEACON MICHAEL PENICH
DE ACONMIKE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON IVAN SIAP
DE ACONIVAN@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BOB BIRCK
DE ACONBOB@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ROD REYES
DE ACONROD@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ANDY BAKER
DE ACONANDY@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BRENT BERTKE
DE ACONBRENT@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-918-0600

847-918-0600
6401 GAGES LAKE RD

GURNEE, IL 60031

BUSINESS OFFICE
BOB SEKANY | BUSINESS MANAGER
BUSINESS@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY

847-918-0600

HOURS: 8:30AM - 3:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-816-8677

SATURDAYS IN THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT CHAPEL
11:00AM

RECONCILIATION

ANCILLARY STAFF
KELLY KRUEGER | MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
KKRUEGER@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

RICH PLAGE | FACILITIES MANAGER
RPL AGE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

FAITH FORMATION & CATECHESIS
TAMMY OBERSTAR | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
TOBERSTAR@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MARY JO URQUHART | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
MURQUHART@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA FILIP | DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION & YOUTH FORMATION
LFILIP@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

AMY RUSSELL | CHILDREN’S FSF COORDINATOR 
ARUSSELL@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA COLLIN | CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR
LCOLLIN@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH


