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Dear SPA Family,
 Chiapas is one of the poorest regions in Mexico. The 
mountainous areas with a tropical climate are inhabited by 
numerous multilingual tribes. One of them, Chamula, lives in 
the village of San Juan Chamula. Members of the tribe grow 
corn, sell wood for fuel, and buy the most necessary products 
for life. Most of them raise cattle that provide milk and meat. 
Many centuries ago, unprecedented poverty, violence and 
brutality in social and family life as well as distrust of strangers 
made this town almost completely closed to outsiders. Then, 
Christian missionaries came to this area. Chamula tribe was 
hostile and suspicious of them. However, this did not discourage the missionaries. They decided 
not to interfere with the life of the Indian community. They lived outside an Indian village, 
trying to live according to the principles of the Gospel. The Indians were curious about the life 
of the Christian community; getting food, relating to each other, raising children. Slowly the 
missionaries gained the trust of the Indians. Some of them got in touch with the missionaries, 
who in turn began to preach to them about Christ, about salvation, and about the Good News.
	 The	missionaries	began	to	exert	more	and	more	influence	over	the	members	of	the	
Chamula tribe. Many Indians have abandoned their pagan way of life and embraced Christ. 
Converted Indians built a community according to the gospel teaching, based on mutual 
understanding, respect and love. They also began to be critical of the brutality and violence 
in tribal and family relations. This attitude met with opposition from those who remained 
distrustful	and	hostile	towards	the	missionaries.	Persecution	of	new	believers	intensified,	their	
houses were burned down, their herds of cattle were slaughtered, their crops were destroyed. 
Many of them were murdered.
 Some of the new converts did not endure persecution and renounced Christ, while most 
remained faithful to the end, and it was they who built a new village on the other side of San 
Cristobal de las Casas, naming it New Hope (Nueva Esperanza). Christ was their hope in time 
and	eternity.	With	these	hopes	in	mind,	they	built	a	community	that	was	fundamentally	different	
from the one they had left. There was more mutual love, consent, kindness, sensitivity to the 
needs of its neighbor. The power of Christ, transforming their mortality, opened the prospect of 
eternity for them.
 Christ, through his coming to earth and resurrection, brings hope that is unique in the 
history of humankind. We are especially aware of this mystery on the solemnity of the Lord’s 
Ascension. Christ visibly ascends to heaven, but mysteriously remains on earth, among us who 
are on our way to our eternal homeland. On the way to eternity, Christ is strength, wisdom, and 
nourishment for us.
 The reality of heaven is realized in our life on the way of faith in Christ. To believe is to 
change our everyday life according to God’s commandments. A person transformed in this way 
becomes	an	open	book	of	the	Gospel,	which	brings	God	closer	to	others.	And	thus,	we	fulfill	the	
faith requirement addressed to the disciples before the ascension: “Go into the whole world and 
proclaim the gospel to every creature!”. Such an open book of the Gospels was the life of the 
missionaries who came to the Chamula Indian tribe.
Our faith was very often born when we were accompanied by people whose lives were the open 
book of the Gospels. Our parents, grandparents, other family members and friends are probably 
among	them.	We	have	so	many	wonderful	memories	of	them.	Their	first	sign	of	the	cross	on	our	
foreheads, their persistence in teaching us how to pray, their attention of bringing us up into this 
earthly and spiritual life, and then their departure into eternity, which opened us even more to 
the reality of heaven, which Christ shows us in the mystery of his ascension.

Have a blessed weekend! Fr. Chris Ciastoń
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DONATIONS FOR THE MONTH OF MAY
  Sunday - $18,057   Online Sunday - $9,187
  Sharing - $2,366   Online Sharing - $652
  St. Vincent de Paul - $1,290 Online SVdP - $396
  Catholic Charities - $994

Dear St. Paul Family,
It has been an absolute joy to journey with you these 
last five years. This community of faith has uplifted 
me in so many ways. This community of faith has 
kept me grounded in ministry and has shown me the 
unqualified love of Our Jesus. You have prayed for me. 
You have laughed with me. You have cried with me. I 
am so grateful that the Spirit led me to assist with the 
sacramental life of your parish and be a fellow disciple on 
the journey.
It is that same Spirit that has now led me to a new 
horizon. Cardinal Cupich has asked me to take leave of 
my ministry and teaching at the seminary and become 
the new Director and Chaplain of the Sheil Catholic 
Center at Northwestern University. I am very excited for 
this new path ahead of me and I am looking forward 
to being able to journey with the many students of 
Northwestern University and also the greater community 
who make up the family of faith that is the Sheil Catholic Center.
This new ministry, however, means that I will be saying “farewell” to my St. Paul the Apostle 
family in June. We will certainly have time to say our farewells, but I wanted you to know 
just how much I love this community of faith and how I will be savoring every last minute of 
being able to pray and journey with you.
Please pray for me, for Mundelein Seminary and for the Sheil Catholic Center at 
Northwestern University.

 On the Journey Together, Fr. Bradley
bzamora@archchicago.org
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BY: MARY PENICH
Robert Munsch tells 
us that, from his 
infancy, a mother 
fi	nds	 her	 baby	 son	
irresistible.  She 
promises from Day 1 
to love him forever. 
It doesn’t take long for that little boy to become adept 
at performing in many less-than-lovable ways.  Still, his 
mother professes her love for him.  She thinks the worst 
he	can	do	is	to	fl	ush	her	watch	down	the	toilet	until	that	
toddler grows into boyhood and then his teens with all 
of the accompanying trials and tribulations.  Still, every 
night, she repeats to her sleeping child her promise to 
love him forever.  Eventually, the young man leaves home 
to begin his own life out in the world.  In spite of the 
distance between them, that mother makes her way to her 
son to echo her pledge once again.  When the day arrives 
that she can no longer go to him, that elderly mom asks 
her son to come to her so she can make her promise to 
him one more time.  When her words abandon her, that 
boy promises his ongoing love just as his mom had taught 
him.

 As I write for this Ascension Day, it occurs to me 
that	my	worries	aren’t	very	diff	erent	from	those	of	Jesus’	
disciples.  Though they’d learned a good deal during the 
weeks since Good Friday, once again, they needed to 
prepare for Jesus’ departure.  They wondered how they’d 
survive.  How could they spread the word about God’s 
love without Jesus?  So much could go wrong!  Still, the 
disciples did as Jesus asked.  In spite of the rocky road 
before them, they went on to assure those who would 
listen of God’s love for them.  Like the mother in Robert 
Munsch’s story, the disciples echoed God’s promise to 
love us all forever.  

 As I write, it also occurs to me that Jesus didn’t 
fi	x	everything	before	he	ascended	into	heaven	and	neither	
can I.  What I can do is to imitate Jesus by revealing God’s 
love in everything I say and do.  I can imitate the mom 
Mike read about in his homily last weekend by loving 
those I’m given to love no matter what.  Finally, I can set 
aside my worry, do what I can and leave it to God to love 
us through our lifetime journeys and forever!  

*Munsch, Robert (1986). LOVE YOU FOREVER. 
Ontario,	Canada:	Firefl	y	Books.

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT- LOVED ALWAYS AND FOREVER!  

Some stories are worth repeating, especially when 
they address God’s love for us…

Decades ago, I sat alone in the teachers’ 
lounge.  I needed to gather my thoughts before the 
day began.  My stepdad was ill and in the midst of 
his last hospital stay.  I didn’t realize a colleague had 
come in until she said, “Mary, are you okay?”  After 
I assured her that all was well, she replied, “Then can 
I ask you to do me a favor? I bought this book for a 
baby shower gift and I don’t know if it’s appropriate. 
Will you read it?”  Of course, I agreed to help.  This 
was	the	day	I	fi	rst	read	LOVE	YOU	FOREVER*	by	
Robert Munsch.  A few minutes later, when I returned 
the book my colleague, I tearfully assured her that it 
was a perfect baby shower gift.  The book had also 
unexpectedly lifted my spirits.  It was only a few days 
later that I purchased a copy for myself...

 Times have been tough, perhaps even more 
so than the weeks before my stepdad’s passing.  I’m 
grateful	that	my	own	family	and	I	are	fi	ne.		Still,	others	
are	suff	ering	and	there	seems	to	be	little	I	can	do	to	
help.  Two dear women who’ve lived good long lives 
are nearing the end of their journeys home.  They’re 
weathering their circumstances heroically.  Still, I’m 
impatient for them.  I look upward and ask “Why not 
take them home now?”  A friend’s toddler nephew 
just completed his second round of chemotherapy.  
Again, I look upward to inquire, “He’s so little, dear 
God! Can’t you cure him?”  Images of conditions 
in India and the uncertainty for women and girls in 
Afghanistan add to my angst.  In the midst of this 
worry, my husband-the-deacon asked if I’d write an 
announcement for the bulletin about his Mother’s 
Day reading of  LOVE YOU FOREVER.  “Sure,” I 
replied.  “I’ll write one for the religious ed kids, too.”  

 I tried to set aside my worries long enough to 
do what I’d promised, but I wasn’t successful.  I didn’t 
have the time to clear my head with a walk. Still, I had 
to do something.  It was then that I thanked God that 
Mike had already taken out his copy of LOVE YOU 
FOREVER for that reading.  I grabbed the book and 
headed out to our screened porch to read. Cold as it 
was, I was oblivious to the temperature a few pages 
in.  If you know the story, you understand...

©2021 MARY PENICH - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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Check our website or call the Faith Formation 
office for more information on registeration for 
the 2021-2022 year, or to become a catechist!

www.saintpaultheapostle.church
847-816-8677



MAY 16, 2021  |  7

                                        Fish Fry Final Update
Our Lenten On Site Fish Fry generated $750 in donations from our partnered 

restaurants with the opportunity to continue the program throughout the year. 

                                  Spring Tootsie Roll ID Drive
We have decided to have two Tootsie Roll ID (Intellectual Disability) Fundraising Drives this year.  Now that 

some of the COVID restrictions have been slightly lifted, we will be able to meet outside of church during 
masses the weekend of May 15/16, as well as out in front of the Gurnee Ace Hardware store on those same 

dates. When you see us, please give generously. We will also have our online link activated as well. 

Annual Distribution of Funds to Ministries
As we come to the end of our Fraternal Year next month, I would like to thank you for all your support 
during our last fraternal year and in the past. Because of your generosity, we have been able meet our 

funding goals for all our local ministries as well as our contributions to our State and Supreme (National) 
Council goals. The local charities our SPA Divine Mercy Council will have funded this year are: 

In Addition, our local Knights of Columbus Council provide the following funding & sponsorships.

1) Our local Assembly #0197 Seminarian Chalice presentations to newly ordained seminarians. In addition 
    our local Council provides a $500 cash stipend for miscellaneous needs of the newly ordained seminarian.
2) The State of Illinois Council Charities (Intellectual Disabilities (Tootsie Roll Drive), Newman Fund, 
     Special Olympics and more) 
3) Knights of Columbus National Council Charities
4) Knights of Columbus International Charities.

The Knights of Columbus – Divine Mercy Council would like to thank all our other parish ministries and 
the Parish Office staff who have helped us so much throughout this difficult year to help us make this year so 

successful for our council and allow us to fund the above listed charities and more.

Finally, a big Thank You to ALL OF YOU for your continued generous patronizing of our events and 
contributions to the Knights of Columbus during these very trying times now and throughout the past year 

and in the future. Hopefully, the coming year will see a return to a more traditional way of doing things.
Sincerely, George Behr, Grand Knight 

Knights of Columbus – Divine Mercy Council

St. Paul the Apostle Church    $3500
St. Vincent DePaul Society     $2500
SPRED    $750
Warren Special Recreational Center        $750
Riverside Foundation  $750
Support for Local Seminarians $500
Newman Fund   $500
Handmaidens of the Precious Blood        $250

International Relief     $500
Aid for Women of Northern Lake County     $200
Thomas Moore Society   $200
Aid for Persecuted Christians  $500
Youth Ministry       $1000
Cub Scout Pack 627    $500

TOTAL: $12,400

      KNIGHTS CORNER
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PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Keith Lahey

Linda Marie Fote
Frances C Fletcher

Stanley Fletcher
Marty Reynolds

Guillermo Parreno
Bethany Brosman
Carol McArthur
Maria Rodriguez
Robbie Franklin
Nicole Mendlik

Gunnar Shindledecker
Natalie Styles

Please know that we Pray for all of the sick 
at every Mass. however, if you would like 

your naMe or that of a sick loved one to be 
included in the list above, Please eMail or 

call keri at the Parish house. 
ksekany@saintPaultheaPostle.church 

847-918-0600

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2021
5:00PM: Charles Suhling | R. Poole | Anne Auguste
      Dora Bolackowicz | Norma Sue Crock
      Daniel Crews

SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2021
7:30AM: Lowell Hall | Socorro Villamor Dedal 
      Linda Sue Shepard
9:30AM: Mildred Mengarelli | Joyce Korzeniewski
      Michael Kinahan  | Tom Johnson
11:30AM: Fr.  Thomas Cavanaugh | Fr. Matt Bozoysky
       Fr. Mathias Thelen | Mark Obey

MONDAY, MAY 17, 2021 
 Francis D'Souza 
    
TUESDAY, MAY 18, 2021 (Monday/Wednesday Intentions inluded)
7:30AM:  Lloyd D'Cruz
    
WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 2021
 For the Parish Family

THURSDAY, MAY 20, 2021 (Friday Intentions inluded)
7:30AM: Mary Ciolek | Papa Centeno | Naty Brown

FRIDAY, MAY 21, 2021
 Jerry Mikols

SATURDAY, MAY 22, 2021
5:00PM: Charles Suhling | Ozwald Krasouskis 
      Jane Lavin | David Huber | John Huber
      
SUNDAY, MAY 23, 2021
7:30AM: The Piscitello Family | Katherine Kowalewski
      Victor Peccioli 
9:30AM: Stanley & Florence Dulak | Jane Ivicek
      Victor & Joyce Schwartz | Mary Loula
      Mark Ofenloch
11:30AM: Alberto Montoya | Arlene Svec 
       Christina Bozoysky | Mark Obey

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY: 
Acts 19:1-8
Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 
6-7ab
Jn 16:29-33

TUESDAY: 
Acts 20:17-27
Ps 68:10-11, 20-21
Jn 17:1-11a

WEDNESDAY: 
Acts 20:28-38
Ps 68:29-30, 33-
36ab
Jn 17:11b-19

THURSDAY: 
Acts 22:30; 23:6-11
Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11
Jn 17:20-26

FRIDAY: 
Acts 25:13b-21
Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 
19-20ab
Jn 21:15-19

SATURDAY:
Acts 28:16-20, 30-31
Ps 11:4, 5, 7
Jn 21:20-25

SUNDAY: 
Ez 37:1-14
Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35,
27-30
Rom 8:22-27
Jn 7:37-39 

The Church is like a great ship 
being pounded by the waves 
of life’s different stresses. Our 
duty is not to abandon ship, 
but to keep her on her course.
—St. Boniface

  “ 
”

Yee Ivicek
Patty Hacker

Elliott Delman
Linda Lillington

Stanley C. Fletcher
Laureen Walsh
Patrick Walsh
Michael Bush

Angela Giachetti
Mary Roehl
Vicki Shaffer
Rosa Perez

Luke Laskowski

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — This Jesus will return in the 
same way as you have seen him going into 
heaven (Acts 1:1-11).

Psalm — God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 
a blare of trumpets for the Lord (Psalm 47).

Second Reading — God seated Jesus at his right 
hand in the heavens (Ephesians 1:17-23).

Gospel — The Lord Jesus was taken up into 
heaven and took his seat at the right hand of God 
(Mark 16:15-20).
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“For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
I am there among them.” Ma� hew 18:20

Are you looking for inner calm?  Try Spiritual Direc� on.
My name is Sue Lucas. I am a new spiritual director, having recently 
completed the Spiritual Guidance Training Program through Siena 
Retreat Center.  I bring the gi�  of compassionate listening to share 
with individuals looking for a closer rela� onship with God. I am a 

parishioner here at St Paul the Apostle Church and a member of the 
core team for the Circle of Women and Vice President of the Society 

of St Vincent de Paul ministry. If you are interested in virtual sessions, 
you can reach me at 847-610-7913 or suelucas1013@comcast.net. 

Prayer Shawl Request
Are you or a loved one in need of a prayer shawl? Please complete the following 
information and place in the collection box at any of St. Pauls’ weekend masses. 

You will be contacted regarding pickup/delivery of the shawl.

Name: ___________________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________________________

eMail: ___________________________________________________________

The prayer shawl is for __ me  __another parishioner/friend

Shawl recipient is a ___male ___female

COUNSELING:
Holbrook Center: 312-655-7725
SUICIDE PREVENTION
Emergency: 911

800-411-0103
440-953-8255

FOOD PANTRIES:
Avon Township: 847-546-1446
Holy Family: 847-782-4166
Saint Anastasia: 847-623-2112
Warren Township: 847-244-1101
Saint Vincent dePaul: 847-347-0832

DOMESTIC ABUSE 
A Safe Place Hot line: 847-249-4450
Sexual Abuse: 847-872-7799

PREGNANCY SUPPORT:
Aid for Women: 847-249-2700

POST-ABORTION
EMOTIONAL SUPPORT:
Project Rachel: 800-SWE-CARE

EMERGENCY SHELTER:
PADS: 847-698-4357
Catholic Charities: 847-782-4000

EMERGENCY AND TRANSITIONAL 
ASSISTANCE, FISCAL SUPPORT, 

HELP WITH LOCATING AVAILABLE 
RESOURCES AND OTHER SERVICES 

AIMED AT ADDRESSING ALL ISSUES A 
PERSON OR FAMILY MAY BE 

FACING WITH THE INTENT OF 
SUPPORTING SUSTAINED

POSITIVE CHANGE.

847-347-0832

Crisis Support Resources



10  |  SAINT PAUL THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC PARISH - WWW.SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

PARISH OFFICE
KERI SEKANY | OFFICE MANAGER
INFO@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MUSIC LITURGY
RUTH PECK | DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
RPECK@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

JULIE JESTER | MUSIC MINISTRY ASSISTANT
JJESTER@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

SATURDAY EVENING:
5:00PM

SUNDAY:
7:30 | 9:30 | 11:30AM 

WEEKDAY MASS:
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY
7:30AM

MASS SCHEDULE

TUESDAY/THURSDAY MORNINGS
8:00AM

ADORATION

CLERGY
REV. CHRIS CIASTON | PASTOR
FRCHRIS@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. JOE CURTIS | ASSOCIATE PASTOR
FRJOE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. BRAD ZAMORA | WEEKEND ASSISTANCE
BZ AMOR A@ARCHCHIC AGO.ORG

DEACON MICHAEL PENICH
DE ACONMIKE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON IVAN SIAP
DE ACONIVAN@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BOB BIRCK
DE ACONBOB@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ROD REYES
DE ACONROD@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ANDY BAKER
DE ACONANDY@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BRENT BERTKE
DE ACONBRENT@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

HOURS: 8:30AM - 5:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-918-0600

847-918-0600
6401 GAGES LAKE RD

GURNEE, IL 60031

BUSINESS OFFICE
BOB SEKANY | BUSINESS MANAGER
BUSINESS@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY

847-918-0600

HOURS: 8:30AM - 3:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-816-8677

SATURDAYS IN THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT CHAPEL
11:00AM

RECONCILIATION
ANCILLARY STAFF
KELLY KRUEGER | MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
KKRUEGER@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

RICH PLAGE | FACILITIES MANAGER
RPL AGE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

JERRY SIMPSON | VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR
JSIMPSON@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

FAITH FORMATION & CATECHESIS
TAMMY OBERSTAR | ADMIN ASSISTANT
TOBERSTAR@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MARY JO URQUHART | ADMIN ASSISTANT
MURQUHART@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA FILIP | DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION & YOUTH FORMATION
LFILIP@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

AMY RUSSELL | K-5 CHILDREN’S COORDINATOR 
ARUSSELL@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA COLLIN | CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR
LCOLLIN@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH


