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Dear SPA Family,
There is a story in the Book of Genesis about the builders of the 
Tower of Babel. According to the etymology, the word “babel” 
means “confusion.” People forgot about the punishing waters of 
the Flood (story of Noah) and drifted further and further away 
from God. In their pride, they decided to build a great city with 
a tower reaching the sky (heaven). They set to work with great 
enthusiasm. When it seemed that they were getting close to the goal 
the so-called confusion of languages happened. Everyone spoke a 
different language. Disagreements and feuds arose. As a result, not 
only did they fail to build the city and the tower reaching the sky, 
but they were also scattered all over the earth. The multi-faceted message of this story also includes the 
fact that building a human community without divine laws may end in failure, and that without God 
it is impossible to conquer heaven. When I was a child, I remember how the communist system in my 
homeland promised to build a heaven on earth without God.

To bring closer the problem of the so-called “confusion of languages” I will use an example from 
the life of the Polish community of a large city in the East Coast. Various Polish organizations operated 
here for generations. I would like to draw attention to one of them, because its disintegration was a 
great loss for the Polish community. A group of post-war emigrants decided to establish the “Jedność 
- Unity” association. The initiative group consisted of young, ambitious, and energetic people. They 
agreed on the purposes, goals, and structure of “Unity.” They started with great enthusiasm. “Unity” 
began to bear fruit and profit. It was also possible to obtain certain social programs from the state 
budget for the Polish diaspora group. At the beginning, they all spoke one language, that is, the 
language of consent and understanding.

With time, however, they began to speak ‘different languages.’ The common goal was blurred by 
multi self-interests. It started with the election of the president. Some believed that they deserved 
this position because they were the authors of the success of “Unity” and had the best idea of   how 
the organization worked. The president, with own benefits in his mind, began to bend the terms of 
the “Unity” charter and fill positions with his own people, who did not always have the appropriate 
competences. There was such a confusion of languages   that no one understood anyone. The meetings 
were led by those who shouted the loudest. The members of “Unity” lost their precious energy on 
slandering themselves in the press and lawsuits. As the confusion of languages   deepened, the collapse 
of “Unity” came. Today there are buildings put up for auction, unfinished court cases and devastating 
animosity in the hearts.

It is not without a reason that I raised these issues during the Pentecost celebration. The event we 
remember during this celebration is described in the passage from the Acts of the Apostles. On the day 
of Pentecost, fifty days after the Passover, the Jews celebrated thanksgiving for the harvested crops. 
At that time, pilgrims from all over the world were visiting Jerusalem, speaking different languages. 
And the Apostles, locked in the Upper Room, praying, waited for the Holy Spirit promised by Jesus. 
This invisible power of the descending Holy Spirit was accompanied by the sound of the wind and 
the flame of fire. But the most important thing was what happened in the hearts of the apostles. The 
Holy Spirit descended on the apostles and gave them his gifts: love, wisdom, understanding, counsel, 
fortitude, knowledge, piety, fear of God, the gift of tongues. 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, the apostles went out and proclaimed the risen Christ with great power, 
courage, and God’s wisdom. They directed their learning to people who spoke different languages. 
They spoke one language, and everyone understood them. People also understood them because the 
apostles spoke in a universal language understandable to everyone, the language of divine wisdom and 
love. These were the beginnings of the Church whose purpose is the glory of God and the salvation of 
humankind. And these goals are fulfilled in the language of love, which is a language understandable 
to all of us. This is the language which unites and allows us to be fully satisfied, both in the earthly and 
eternal reality. 

Have a blessed week! Fr. Chris Ciastoń
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DONATIONS FOR THE MONTH OF MAY
 Sunday - $27,354   Online Sunday - $55,819

  Sharing - $2,416   Online Sharing - $2,710
  St. Vincent de Paul - $2,427 Online SVdP - $2,538
  Catholic Charities - $2,346 Easter - $1,496
  Mother's Day Rose Sale - $1025

LISTEN & RESPOND…  
LIKE MARY AT THE ANNUNCIATION!

MONDAYS – IN PERSON - 7:00-8:30PM
JUNE 7, 14, 28 AND JULY 12, 19, 26 

Mary has been called the “mother of listening.” She didn’t just 
hear the Word; she pondered it in light of her own 

relationships and circumstances and let it transform her. 
Does your prayer life need transformation?

After years of bible study, author Sonja Corbitt recognized that the “mother of 
listening” was providing a model of prayer that has the power to revolutionize your 

prayer life. Starting with Scripture under the guidance of the Blessed Mother, you will learn a 
powerful practice for daily prayer. Drawing you deeper into scripture and a relationship with God. 

Book reading, short video, and discussion each week.
To Register: Church Center or www.saintpaultheapostle.church
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BY: MARY PENICH
from a cross.  After 
all, they could no 
longer see Jesus.  
So it was that 
Jesus returned 
to encourage his 
friends.  After his 
resurrection, Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene 
to off er her the gift of his peace.  When Jesus 
appeared to Peter and the rest, he didn’t chastise 
them for deserting him.  He didn’t review his 
lessons regarding eternal life or question their 
understanding.  Rather, Jesus greeted with all that 
they needed.  “Peace be with you,” he said. 

 Jesus’ purpose throughout these post-
resurrection encounters was to assure the disciples 
of his enduring presence and to console them with 
his enduring peace.  If they believed that Jesus 
was with them in everything, they would endure.  
If they believed that they would survive their own 
deaths as Jesus had, they would prosper.  Jesus’ 
fi nal lesson promised that this life is indeed do-able 
because none of them would ever be alone in their 
eff orts.  That fi nal lesson also promised that each of 
them would enjoy eternal life as well.       

 The scriptures tell us that, in spite of these 
assurances, the disciples returned to hiding after 
Jesus’ ascension into heaven.  So it was that, on 
the fi rst Pentecost, God’s Spirit rushed in with a 
dramatic reminder of God’s enduring peace and 
presence in their lives.  The wind and rumbling 
walls quickly drew their attention, renewed their 
hope and nudged them into action.  The fi re that 
fl ickered within them fi nally ignited fully and urged 
them out onto the streets of Jerusalem to spread 
God’s word.  Suddenly, the things to come seemed 
within reach and the disciples’ lives became do-
able after all.          

 As for me, I continue to pray for my friend as 
she prepares to take her leave.  While she seems to 
be sleeping her last hours away, I know that God’s 
peace fi lls her.  I know that God is easing her home 
far more lovingly and mercifully than I might ever 
imagine.  While I pray, I celebrate the reality that 
my friend’s life has been do-able and worth all of 
all of her eff ort after all.  While I pray, I celebrate 
Jesus’ Pentecost promise fulfi lled.  My friend never 
ever walked alone during her life here and nor do 
we.  God is with us all!

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT- WE NEVER WALK ALONE!

 A dear friend is making her way home to 
God as I write.  Because she no longer needs my 
company, I pray for her from afar as her family 
keeps vigil at her side.  While considering 
what lies ahead for her, I picked up a favorite 
book which addresses life after this life and the 
struggles we endure as we make our way there.  
The author insists that each of those struggles 
contributes to the endless peace and joy we 
will encounter at the end of our journeys.  The 
numerous books I’ve read on this topic agree...

 I’ve shared before that I’ve been a student 
of death, dying and eternal life since childhood.  
By the age of nine, I’d lost my uncle, both 
grandfathers and my dad.  My remaining family 
responded to these losses with absolute faith 
in our loved ones’ new lives in heaven.  When 
I began college, I discovered that there were 
sources other than our bibles and catechisms 
which address these things.  I enrolled in a 
theology class entitled Death, Resurrection and 
Immortality to learn more.  One of the required 
textbooks was written by Dr. Elizabeth Kubler-
Ross, a medical pioneer who studied the stages 
of dying as she cared for her terminal patients.  
She is likely the fi rst medical doctor to admit 
publicly that she believed her patients’ incredible 
accounts regarding near-death experiences and 
the hereafter.  Each one of these stories has 
added to my conviction that this life is do-able 
and that it is worth our eff ort every step of the 
way.     

 The determined authors who have 
chronicled their own stories or those of others 
who’ve had near death experiences did so 
because they couldn’t help sharing what they’d 
discovered with the rest of us.  That favorite book 
I reread and its counterparts have added a new 
dimension to my faith and bolstered my hope 
regarding eternal life.  These writings inspire 
me to plug away regardless of the diffi  culties at 
hand because I know what lies ahead at the end 
of this journey.  

        On this Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate 
Jesus’ eff ort to convince his disciples of the 
same.  Jesus’ years of teaching through both 
his word and his example were blurred by the 
pain of his death.  Afterward, the disciples felt 
terribly lost and alone.  Fear paralyzed them as 
they hid and wondered if they, too, would hang ©2021 MARY PENICH - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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RENEWAL OF MIND SERIES
STARTING JUNE 8TH OR 10TH

Our mindset can keep us operating in a lower reality than what is 
available to us. This is particularly true as Children of God – there is an 
entire Kingdom that Jesus made assessable to us, but if our minds aren’t 
properly calibrated to the realities of the Kingdom. Then we can find 
ourselves limited in how much of the kingdom we experience. In this 8-
part series, you will receive a digital handbook to print and a weekly 
recording (35-70 minutes) which can be downloaded to any electronic
device for you convenience and mobility. We will meet weekly for prayer, 
discussion and activations. 

Tuesday: June 8, 15, *22, 29, July 6, 13, 20, 27 (*June 22 home study)
Thursday: June 10, 17, *24, July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 (*June 24 home study)

Register: Church Center or www.saintpaultheapostle.church

UNPACK THE TRUTHS 
OF GOD’S KINGDOM

ALIGN YOUR THOUGHTS 
& WAYS WITH TRUTH

ACCESS ALL GOD HAS 
FOR YOU

8-PART SERIES 
TUESDAY 7:00-8:30PM 

OR 
THURSDAY 10:00-

11:30AM

IN-PERSON LOWER 
GATHERING SPACE

tHUYR

SAINT PAUL THE 
APOSTLE

6401 Gages Lake Road
Gurnee, IL 60031

847-917-0600

Starting in June
In-Person
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Check our website or call the Faith Formation 
office for more information on registration for 
the 2021-2022 year, or to become a catechist!

www.saintpaultheapostle.church
847-816-8677
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Register on our website:
www.saintpaultheapostle.church
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PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Linda Marie Fote

Frances C Fletcher
Stanley Fletcher
Marty Reynolds

Guillermo Parreno
Bethany Brosman
Carol McArthur
Maria Rodriguez
Robbie Franklin
Nicole Mendlik

Gunnar Shindledecker
Natalie Styles

Yee Ivicek

Please know that we Pray for all of the sick 
at every Mass. however, if you would like 

your naMe or that of a sick loved one to be 
included in the list above, Please eMail or 

call keri at the Parish house. 
ksekany@saintPaultheaPostle.church 

847-918-0600

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, MAY 22, 2021
5:00PM: Charles Suhling | Ozwald Krasouskis 
      Jane Lavin | David Huber | John Huber
      
SUNDAY, MAY 23, 2021
7:30AM: The Piscitello Family | Katherine Kowalewski
      Victor Peccioli 
9:30AM: Stanley & Florence Dulak | Jane Ivicek
      Victor & Joyce Schwartz | Mary Loula
      Mark Ofenloch
11:30AM: Alberto Montoya | Arlene Svec 
       Christina Bozoysky | Mark Obey

MONDAY, MAY 24, 2021 
 Enzo & Dina Costa | Vincent Valente 
    
TUESDAY, MAY 25, 2021 (Monday/Wednesday Intentions included)
7:30AM: Roy & Maribeth Hilo | Flora & Gaudencio Alfonso
    
WEDNESDAY, MAY 26, 2021
 For the Parish Family

THURSDAY, MAY 27, 2021 (Friday Intentions included)
7:30AM: Maria Mauro

FRIDAY, MAY 28, 2021
 For the Parish Family

SATURDAY, MAY 29, 2021
5:00PM: Charles Suhling | Marie Sula
      
SUNDAY, MAY 30, 2021
7:30AM: Jennifer Corr 
9:30AM: Daniel Crews | Carol Solger  | Dick Bell 
      The Casis Family
11:30AM: Patricia Mauro | Julia Burkel 
       Maria Mauro | Mark Obey

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY: 
Gn 3:9-15, 20;
Ps 87:1-3, 5-7
Jn 19:25-34

TUESDAY: 
Sir 35:1-12
Ps 50:5-8, 14, 23
Mk 10:28-31

WEDNESDAY: 
Sir 36:1, 4-5a, 10-17 
Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13
Mk 10:32-45

THURSDAY: 
Sir 42:15-25
Ps 33:2-9
Mk 10:46-52

FRIDAY: 
Sir 44:1, 9-13
Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b
Mk 11:11-26

SATURDAY:
Sir 51:12cd-20
Ps 19:8-11
Mk 11:27-33

SUNDAY: 
Dt 4:32-34, 39-40
Ps 33:4-6, 9, 18-20, 22
Rom 8:14-17
Mt 28:16-20

There are different kinds 
of spiritual gifts but the 
same Spirit.
 — 1 Corinthians 12:4

  “ 
”

Patty Hacker
Elliott Delman

Linda Lillington
Stanley C. Fletcher

Laureen Walsh
Patrick Walsh
Michael Bush

Angela Giachetti
Vicki Shaffer
Rosa Perez

Luke Laskowski
Matthew Lutz

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — They were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and began to speak in different 
tongues (Acts 2:1-11).

Psalm — Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew 
the face of the earth (Psalm 104).

Second Reading — There are different kinds of 
spiritual gifts but the same Spirit (1 Corinthians 
12:3b-7, 12-13).

Gospel — As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you: Receive the Holy Spirit (John 20:19-23).
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    Mother’s Day Virtual Rose Sale Final Update
Our Mother's Day Virtual Rose Sale to benefi t Respect Life Charities and Lake 

County Right to Life was a success generating $1025. Thank you to all who donated.

        Spring Tootsie Roll ID Drive
Our Spring Tootsie Roll ID (Intellectual Disability) Fundraising Drive this year was also a success as 
we raised over $1396 for our Disabled People Charities and we hope to reach our total annual goal 

with our Fall Drive in September. Thank you to all who donated.

     Coming This Summer – Save the Date
Pete Albamonte Sr. Annual Charity Golf Classic – July 10, 2021

11th Annual Joe Falotico Memorial Car Show – August 14th, 2021

The Knights of Columbus – Divine Mercy Council would like to thank all our other parish ministries and 
the Parish Offi  ce staff  who have helped us so much throughout this diffi  cult year to help us make this year so 

successful for our council and allow us to fund diff erent charities and more.

Finally, a big Thank You to ALL OF YOU for your continued generous patronizing of our events and 
contributions to the Knights of Columbus during these very trying times now and throughout the past year 

and in the future. Hopefully, the coming year will see a return to a more traditional way of doing things.

Sincerely, George Behr, Grand Knight 
Knights of Columbus – Divine Mercy Council

      KNIGHTS CORNER
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PARISH OFFICE
KERI SEKANY | OFFICE MANAGER
INFO@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MUSIC LITURGY
RUTH PECK | DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
RPECK@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

JULIE JESTER | MUSIC MINISTRY ASSISTANT
JJESTER@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

SATURDAY EVENING:
5:00PM

SUNDAY:
7:30 | 9:30 | 11:30AM 

WEEKDAY MASS:
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY
7:30AM

MASS SCHEDULE

TUESDAY/THURSDAY MORNINGS
8:00AM

ADORATION

CLERGY
REV. CHRIS CIASTON | PASTOR
FRCHRIS@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. JOE CURTIS | ASSOCIATE PASTOR
FRJOE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. BRAD ZAMORA | WEEKEND ASSISTANCE
BZ AMOR A@ARCHCHIC AGO.ORG

DEACON MICHAEL PENICH
DE ACONMIKE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON IVAN SIAP
DE ACONIVAN@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BOB BIRCK
DE ACONBOB@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ROD REYES
DE ACONROD@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ANDY BAKER
DE ACONANDY@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BRENT BERTKE
DE ACONBRENT@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

HOURS: 8:30AM - 5:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-918-0600

847-918-0600
6401 GAGES LAKE RD

GURNEE, IL 60031

BUSINESS OFFICE
BOB SEKANY | BUSINESS MANAGER
BUSINESS@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY

847-918-0600

HOURS: 8:30AM - 3:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-816-8677

SATURDAYS IN THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT CHAPEL
11:00AM

RECONCILIATION
ANCILLARY STAFF
KELLY KRUEGER | MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
KKRUEGER@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

RICH PLAGE | FACILITIES MANAGER
RPL AGE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

JERRY SIMPSON | VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR
JSIMPSON@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

FAITH FORMATION & CATECHESIS
TAMMY OBERSTAR | ADMIN ASSISTANT
TOBERSTAR@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MARY JO URQUHART | ADMIN ASSISTANT
MURQUHART@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA FILIP | DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION & YOUTH FORMATION
LFILIP@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

AMY RUSSELL | K-5 CHILDREN’S COORDINATOR 
ARUSSELL@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA COLLIN | CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR
LCOLLIN@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH


