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Dear SPA Family,
Lent, which we began on Ash Wednesday with 
the rite of sprinkling ashes on our heads as a 
sign of penance, introduces us to the liturgical 
season of preparation for Easter. The time of 40 
days is an echo of the 40 days that Jesus spent 
in the desert before starting his public activity. 
The next six Sundays will lead us through the 
greatest mysteries of our faith. We will come to 
know Christ and ourselves anew in the light of 
faith in Him who is our Savior.
The purple color of liturgical vestments and 
church’s decoration reminds us to take a moment to reflect on our lives. The 
Word of God during the whole season of Lent will be an invitation to boldly look 
at our relationships with others: to our spouses, children, neighbors, colleagues 
at work and at school.
In the temptation in the desert, the Lord Jesus confronts Satan and shows 
how to fight his temptations. He firmly rejects any proposal from Satan. It is a 
preview of the final fight that Jesus will bring to evil on the cross. Through death 
and resurrection, he will overcome death and sin. 
At the beginning of Lent, we hear from Christ’s lips a call to conversion. The 
Lord Jesus, having defeated Satan in the desert, teaches us how to fight sin and 
its consequences.
Lent is a time of deep reflection on the mystery of the presence of the Son of 
God on earth. The Lord Jesus came into the world to show each of us how to 
re-establish a relationship with God and how to rebuild mutual love and trust. 
The way to achieve this goal is the attitude of conversion and acceptance of the 
Gospel.
Conversion (Greek metanoia) consists in the complete transformation of a 
person: his way of looking at the world and himself. Conversion includes our 
attitudes towards God, and therefore prayer, participation in Holy Mass (in-
person or online), and the fulfillment of His commandments are to help us in 
our daily struggles with our lives. The attitude of conversion begins with the 
heart, which is a symbol of our feelings, hidden desires and ambitions. The 
decisions of the will are born in the heart, thanks to which we can stay with God.
The attitude of conversion is also about a new view of the world, which makes 
it possible to see in it the presence of God, a loving Father. This experience gives 
rise to a new view of others: parents, brother, sister, colleague at work or at 
school.
The Christian tradition suggests to us penitential practices consisting in limiting 
the pleasure in order to come closer to Christ who accepted the suffering of 
scourging, who was crowned with thorns, and who bore the cross. During Lent, 
we express our accompaniment to the suffering Christ by prayer, giving up 
entertainment or denying ourselves stimulants: alcohol, coffee, chocolate, candy, 
and by spending some of our treasured resources on helping those in need.
Christ who meets us on the roads of Lent, wants to show us a new meaning 
and purpose of our earthly journey. The condition for taking up this path is the 
readiness to change and patient quest for God who comes to meet us.                                       

Have a blessed weekend, Fr. Chris D. Ciastoń
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DONATIONS FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY
  Sunday - $22,171   Online Sunday - $21,300
  Sharing - $1,072   Online Sharing - $1,473
  St. Vincent de Paul - $429 Online SVdP - $1,682
  SOUPer Bowl - $4,767 

ST. PAUL’S DECLARED SOUPER BOWL 2021 WINNERS!!!
 

Though the results of Super Bowl LD might have been predictable, your response to our annual 
SOUPer Bowl Campaign exceeded our greatest expectations.  Your support of our hungry neighbors 

makes our parish family the hands-down champion of SOUPer Bowl 2021! 

We know that the pandemic has been a hardship for many in our parish family, yet our coordinated 
offensive and defensive moves resulted in a huge win for those served by the St. Anastasia’s Food Pantry 

and Soup Kitchen.  Your generous contributions to this important cause filled our soup pots to over-
flowing.  They totaled $4,767!  Deacons Mike, Ivan, Bob, Rod, Andy and Brent and the team at St. An-

astasia’s Food Pantry can’t thank you enough!  None of us expected such a great response!  Once again, 
our parish family has united to help those less fortunate in an amazingly big way.  Thank you!

AN UPDATE FROM OUR ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE
Our St. Vincent de Paul conference feels so very blessed to have so many generous donors 
who recently contributed to help us raise over $17,000 during our “SVdP Week of Giving” 

letter campaign last November.  Our original expectation was that we might get about $5000 
and as a result we have been blown away at your response. Please know we never take for 

granted the support we receive from our parishioners.

We’d like to provide an update on the activity of our SVdP conference during the COVID 
pandemic.  Originally we shut down with the rest of the country in the beginning of March.  
After seeing that other local conferences were servicing their neighbors in need, we made 
the decision to reopen our phone line and resumed responding to requests for assistance 
in June, conducting our visits via phone rather than in-person.  To be honest, requests for 

our help have been surprisingly slow due to the eviction and utility shutoff moratoriums in 
place.  When someone does call us, we direct them to contact the established social agencies 
that have received increased federal funding first, when applicable.  However, help has been 

provided to several families facing a variety of non-COVID-related financial obstacles. Our 
organization does feel we will get inundated with phone calls when the moratoriums are lifted.

We are seeking energetic volunteers to join our SVdP conference as several members 
have left our group recently.  If you are feeling nudged by the Holy Spirit to get involved 
and practice your faith in a practical concrete way, please consider calling our phone line 

(847)347-0832 to express your interest and to get more information.  We are a FUN group!!!!
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By: Mary Penich
those we’ve been given to love.  We don’t look to lose a few 
pounds or to drink less coffee so we and our teeth will be 
more attractive.  No, we give up sweets and that wonderfully 
flavored latte to get our own attention.  Every time we long 
for a bit of chocolate or a flavored coffee beverage, we recall 
what is it that we hope to accomplish by Easter.  The same 
is true of our kindnesses toward others.  Every good deed 
reveals a bit of God’s loving kindness toward us.  Whether 
we improve ourselves or serve others through our efforts, 
our little corner of this world will be better off as a result.  
Hopefully, our relationships with God will deepen as well.

 Lent 2021 provides each of us a unique opportunity 
to embrace the season and to make the most of it.  If we 
keep the reason for this season in mind, we’ll emerge all the 
better.  As for me, everything I know and do regarding my 
relationship with God is the result of the life Jesus led among 
us.  During Lent, I try to focus on that reality more closely.  
Even in the midst of this pandemic, I look to Jesus.  Jesus 
illustrated God’s love for us through the parables and lessons 
he offered, just as any good preacher does.  Still, for me, Jesus 
offered his most powerful teaching in the way he lived.  Jesus’ 
generosity and acceptance, his forgiveness and patience, his 
compassion and self-sacrifice left no doubt regarding God’s 
love for us and the joy to be found in sharing that love with 
one another.  Over the course of my life, I’ve found that the 
intensity of my joy and the depth of my sorrow are the direct 
results of my proximity to Jesus’ message.  When I keep 
Jesus’ words and example in mind, I live my best.  When I 
share that message through all that I say and do, I live my 
best.  When I acknowledge God’s love for me, I live my best.  
My Lenten efforts are meant to keep my focus on all of these 
things in the forefront.

 As we continue our Lenten journeys, let’s embrace 
the opportunity with hope.  Whether we’re following our 
own Lenten plans or the plans which our circumstances 
dictate to us, the manner in which we proceed is up to each 
one of us.  I plan to use that calendar on my desk to keep 
myself focused, not on my writing progress, but on my living 
progress.  Every day that I manage to reflect Jesus’ life in my 
own will be a productive day.  Every day that I fumble and 
fall will be a productive day as well because it will be a much 
appreciated opportunity to enjoy God’s mercy and love 
firsthand.  In the end, each of these forty days will bring 
us all a step closer to Easter’s joy!

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT- OUR LENTEN JOURNEYS

 Though many people use the calendars on their 
phones to keep track of life, I continue to use the spiral-
bound paper calendar on my desk.  I used to reference 
this calendar only occasionally to check the date.  
However, during this pandemic, I check almost every 
day to confirm that I actually know what day of the week 
it is.  I’m most grateful to share that I’m correct most 
of the time!  During what used to be “normal” times, I 
used that calendar to track my writing efforts.  I noted 
completed editions of Something To Think About and 
my daily blog posts to ensure that I submitted both 
early enough for publication.  I also noted time spent 
on my book. This was an effort to elicit a bit of self-
imposed guilt if no progress had been made in recent 
days.  While checking up on myself early last week, I saw 
that the calendar dates changed from green to purple 
on February 17.  “Ash Wednesday,” I read.  Though I was 
very much aware of the onset of Lent, it amazed me that 
the season would begin the following day.

 Most years, I give a good deal of thought to my 
Lenten plan.  I begin by considering the appropriateness 
of my current mindset.  If change is in order, I determine 
how I will make this adjustment over the course of the 
next forty days.  Sometimes, I need no Lenten plan 
because my circumstances dictate my focus for the 
season.  Some years ago, my mom passed away the 
week before Ash Wednesday.  That year, I spent Lent 
adjusting to this loss and helping my family to do the 
same.  I didn’t worry about giving up something because 
I’d already given up my mom.  Rather, I concentrated 
on my mom’s new life and the promise of the same for 
the rest of us.  Several years later, my sister received a 
terminal cancer diagnosis.  When Ash Wednesday 
arrived that year, I went to church to receive ashes with 
everyone else.  However, rather than selecting a Lenten 
penance, I begged God to help me with the journey on 
which I’d already embarked.  I asked for the strength to 
assist my sister in whatever ways she needed me.  This 
year, all of us find ourselves in the midst of a pandemic.  
Will this battle with COVID-19 dictate how we’ll spend 
Lent 2021?  In the end, whether I choose my Lenten path 
or it is chosen for me, I find that, in the end, I emerge 
better for it if I attend to my efforts with the same 
attention I give to that calendar on my desk.           

 Whatever we choose to do or whatever our 
circumstances choose for us, Lent 2021 as the potential 
to make all of the difference in this world for us and for 

©2020 MARY PENICH - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Diana Lonergan
Kathy Humann

Keith Lahey
Michele Dulak Beye

Charlie Lucas
Kurt Lowe

Linda Marie Fote
Frances C Fletcher

Carmie Caluag
Vicki Wilson

Marty Reynolds
The Andrade Family

Bertha Quintero
Guillermo Parreno 

Please know that we Pray for all of the sick 
at every Mass. however, if you would like 

your naMe or that of a sick loved one to be 
included in the list above, Please eMail or 

call keri at the Parish house. 
ksekany@saintPaultheaPostle.church 

847-918-0600

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2021
5:00PM: Dorothy Such  | Charles Suhling
      Marilyn Herety  | Egor Zurbano
                 Father Lukas

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2021
7:30AM: The Casis Family | Mark Zblewski     
9:30AM: Jennie Penich | Stanley Kot  | Frank Sas
11:30AM: Rose Lundberg | Neva Stevens

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family 
    
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family
    
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2021
7:30AM: Mercedes Gozun

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2021
7:30AM: Judy Janus

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2021
5:00PM: Susan Smith Horvath  | Charles Suhling
      Virginia Martinez  | Bill Schmit

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2021
7:30AM: Winston Casis     
9:30AM: Pat Terry | Stanley Kot | Frank Sas
11:30AM: Bella B. Hilo | Peter Bulcavage

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY: 
1 Pt 5:1-4
Ps 23:1-3a, 4-6
Mt 16:13-19

TUESDAY: 
Is 55:10-11
Ps 34:4-7, 16-19
Mt 6:7-15

WEDNESDAY: 
Jon 3:1-10
Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19
Lk 11:29-32

THURSDAY: 
Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25
Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8
Mt 7:7-12

FRIDAY: 
Ez 18:21-28
Ps 130:1-8
Mt 5:20-26

SATURDAY:
Dt 26:16-19
Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8 
Mt 5:43-48

SUNDAY: 
Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 
15-18
Ps 116:10,15-19
Rom 8:31b-34
Mk 9:2-10

Humanity is never so Humanity is never so 
beautiful as when praying beautiful as when praying 
for forgiveness, or else for forgiveness, or else 
forgiving another.forgiving another.
   —Jean P. F. Richter   —Jean P. F. Richter

  “ 
”

Xavier Parreno
Bethany Brosman
Carol McArthur
Maria Rodriguez
Robbie Franklin

Jeanette Albamonte
Natalie Styles

Yee Ivicek
Nicole Mendlik

Gunnar Shindledecker
Mae Goggins
Patty Hacker

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — I will set my bow in the clouds to 
serve as a sign of the covenant between me and 
the earth (Genesis 9:8-15).

Psalm — Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth to 
those who keep your covenant (Psalm 25).

Second Reading — The water of the flood 
prefigured baptism, which saves you now 
(1 Peter 3:18-22).

Gospel — Jesus was tempted by Satan, and the 
angels ministered to him (Mark 1:12-15)
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PARISH OFFICE
KERI SEKANY | OFFICE MANAGER
INFO@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MUSIC LITURGY
RUTH PECK | DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
RPECK@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

JULIE JESTER | MUSIC MINISTRY ASSISTANT
JJESTER@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

SATURDAY EVENING:
5:00PM

SUNDAY:
7:30 | 9:30 | 11:30AM 

WEEKDAY MASS:
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY
7:30AM

MASS SCHEDULE

TUESDAY/THURSDAY MORNINGS
8:00AM

ADORATION

PASTORAL STAFF
REV. CHRIS CIASTON | PASTOR
FRCHRIS@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. JOE CURTIS | ASSOCIATE PASTOR
FRJOE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. BRAD ZAMORA | WEEKEND ASSISTANCE
BZ AMOR A@USML .EDU

DEACON MICHAEL PENICH
DE ACONMIKE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON IVAN SIAP
DE ACONIVAN@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BOB BIRCK
DE ACONBOB@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ROD REYES
DE ACONROD@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ANDY BAKER
DE ACONANDY@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BRENT BERTKE
DE ACONBRENT@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-918-0600

847-918-0600
6401 GAGES LAKE RD

GURNEE, IL 60031

BUSINESS OFFICE
BOB SEKANY | BUSINESS MANAGER
BUSINESS@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY

847-918-0600

HOURS: 8:30AM - 3:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-816-8677

SATURDAYS IN THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT CHAPEL
11:00AM

RECONCILIATION

ANCILLARY STAFF
KELLY KRUEGER | MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
KKRUEGER@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

RICH PLAGE | FACILITIES MANAGER
RPL AGE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

FAITH FORMATION & CATECHESIS
TAMMY OBERSTAR | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
TOBERSTAR@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MARY JO URQUHART | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
MURQUHART@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA FILIP | DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION & YOUTH FORMATION
LFILIP@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

AMY RUSSELL | CHILDREN’S FSF COORDINATOR 
ARUSSELL@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA COLLIN | CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR
LCOLLIN@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH


