


2  |  SAINT PAUL THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC PARISH - WWW.SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

Dear SPA Family,
In 1896, a naval battle was fought in which the US Navy, under the 
command of Admiral Dewey, defeated the Spanish fleet. Just before 
the start of the fight, an event occurred on one of the American ships 
which did not influence the outcome of the battle, and which is no 
less recordable than the battle itself. Well, the wind blew the navy 
jacket of one of the American soldiers. Without thinking, he wanted 
to jump into the water after it. This jump could have ended in death. 
Therefore, the commander firmly forbade him to do so. The sailor, 
however, ignored the orders of the commander and jumped into 
the water. He saved the navy jacket, but for disobedience, he faced 
a sentence of several years in prison. Admiral Dewey had the disobedient sailor brought in, 
wondering why he had disobeyed the order. The sailor took a wallet out of his salvaged jacket, 
then took a photograph from his wallet and handed it to the admiral with the words: “This is my 
mother”. Then, the sailor explained that he always carried this photograph with him. When he 
jumped into the water, his first thought was to save a photograph of his mother. The admiral, 
smiling, said: “The sons who risk their lives to save their mother’s photograph will also be 
ready to lay down their lives for their homeland; they should not be imprisoned like criminals”.
Mother’s Day is the reason for this beautiful love story. What can be a more beautiful gift for 
a mother than the love of her children? But even the most beautiful love of children is unlikely 
to be able to balance the maternal love. Much is said and written about this love. 
Happy are those who on Mother’s Day can visit their mothers, make wishes, kiss and give 
them flowers. But it happens that when we have such an opportunity, we underestimate it. This 
changes when it comes time to part for a while or to say the final farewell to them. I remember 
my last parting with my mother when I went back to Poland over two years ago. While 
packing my suitcases, a silent inner tension was building up so as not to inflict unnecessary pain 
in ourselves. My mom became somewhat more oblivious, pensive and I could see her wet eyes. 
Mindful, she wanted to put as much as possible into my suitcase as if she wanted to put a part of 
herself among my belongings. Then, she pushed into my hands a sandwich for the travels – that 
any meals at the best restaurant cannot compete with. Finally, after many hugs and never-ending 
cheeks kisses, when the car door slams, it was impossible to hide the pain of parting. The sobs 
stayed in the car and in the house… However, for these partings, I know that I’ll be rewarded 
with another visit, which I hope will take place this summer or maybe later.
But where to find reward and consolation in partings that leave no hope of meeting again. 
I mean the partings that come with death. A few years ago, I celebrated the funeral of the late 
Bolesława – my ‘American-Polish mother’. I saw the great love and gratitude of the family 
for the deceased. I asked if anyone in the family would read the readings during the funeral. A 
great-granddaughter volunteered. I was a bit surprised as I saw that there may be some language 
difficulties in the third generation of immigrants.
Seeing my surprise, the great-granddaughter added: “Prababcia (Great-Grandma) will help me 
when I have problems with pronouncing some words”. Late Bolesława passed on love, faith, 
and Polishness to her family. Everyone was grateful to her for the wonderful gift of caring 
love. During the funeral homily, I spoke about the mother who, while cooking in the kitchen, 
looked out of the window into the yard where her children were playing. She saw every danger 
that would threaten her children and was always ready to help them. The children knew about 
it and therefore felt safe. I always felt safe around her. I remember how one of her children 
recalled a short prayer before a meal said by her 4-year-old son: “Thank you God for mother in 
the window’. This is also how we can pray after the death of our mothers, adding only: in the 
heavenly window. Our mothers look at us with concern from the heavenly window and ask 
God for blessings for us. They look and look forward to a joyful meeting with their children. 

Happy Mother's Day! Fr. Chris Ciastoń
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DONATIONS FOR THE MONTH OF MAY
Sunday - $8,105   Online Sunday - $9,187
Sharing - $796   Online Sharing - $652
St. Vincent de Paul - $330 Online SVdP - $396
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BY: MARY PENICH
amazingly successful.  
Their presence brought 
Mike joy and growth and 
satisfaction.  At times, 
they failed and sometimes 
caused the opposite.  Still, 
Mike loves them all 
because they did the best 
that they could. 

 It seems to me 
that God joins us in our 
remembrances of those who’ve passed away.  Whether or 
not our eff orts include fl owers at the cemetery, we miss 
their company.  We also see them with new eyes, eyes that 
are less focused on the failures in our relationships and 
more focused on the happy and nurturing and adventurous 
times we shared.  Today’s scripture readings call us to work 
at our love for those we mourn and our love for those who 
remain with us just as carefully as my dear husband worked 
on those sweet little bouquets.

 In the fi rst and second readings, Peter (Acts 10:25-
48) and John (1 John 4:7-10) invite us to consider the 
love Jesus exhibited among God’s people as we work at 
loving one another.  Peter and John insist that, when it 
comes to love, no distinctions can be made among God’s 
children.  We must do our best to love them all.  In John’s 
gospel (15:9-17), Jesus echoes the same sentiments in his 
invitation to “ ...love one another as I have loved you.”  
Mike took great care with those artifi cial bouquets just as 
he does with the fl owers he plants because the results are 
heavenly.  Jesus invites us to take great care when we love 
one another because the results provide us a taste of heaven 
itself.

 On this Sixth Sunday of Easter and Mother’s Day, 
we celebrate love.  We love through our eff orts to honor 
our mothers and we love through our eff orts to care for one 
another.  We accept God’s invitation to look upon all of 
our sisters and brothers with the eyes of love.  Just as our 
mothers have a hand in giving us the gift of life, we and 
those we meet along the way have a hand in determining 
the quality of that life with our love.  Long after Mike’s 
fl oral arrangements are replaced by real fl owers, the love 
they represent will remain.  Long after we part from one 
another, the fruits of the love we share will remain as well.

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT-  LOVE ONE ANOTHER... ALWAYS! 

If you’ve had the chance to walk outdoors over 
the past few weeks, you’ve likely heard the rumble of 
lawn mowers and the buzz of edgers.  Landscapers and 
homeowners have been busy preparing their yards for 
spring.  You may have also noticed the brave tulips 
which sprouted in spite of the wintery temperatures 
which threatened some days ago.  As for me, I’m 
always amazed and heartened by the greening grass 
and budding fl owers that are intent upon making 
their annual appearances.  After all that has transpired 
throughout our bout with the pandemic, Creation’s 
fi nest seems to be inviting us to embrace this new 
season as well.  In spite of the diffi  cult year we’ve had, 
opportunities for renewed life and growth abound.   

 While I was contemplating what to write next, 
my dear husband returned home from an errand.  He 
appeared with several bunches of artifi cial fl owers and 
some small planters.  By this time every year, Mike has 
mentally sketched his annual planting intentions for our 
yard.  In the process, he vacillates between going with 
one color, mixing diff erent tones of the same basic color 
or going “rainbow” for a change.  Mike continues this 
mental discussion until he fi nally heads to the nursery 
to see which blooms he prefers.  In the end, his choices 
are always perfect.  In light of all of this, I was confused 
by those artifi cial fl owers until I remembered... 

 From the time he was a little boy, Mike helped 
his dad to plant fl owers at home and at the cemetery. 
Because Mike’s dad never planted before Memorial Day 
weekend, he always fashioned artifi cial arrangements 
to adorn Mike’s grandmothers’ graves on Mother’s 
Day.  He replaced them with real fl owers a few weeks 
later.  Though the cemetery off ers artifi cial bouquets for 
this purpose, Mike decided to create his own just as 
his dad had done.  I watched as Mike fashioned those 
empty plastic cones and fl owers into lovely bouquets.  
I smiled and silently agreed as I imagined my father-in-
law saying, “Nice work, Son!” 

 The following day, Mike drove off  to Ascension 
Cemetery to place those bouquets on his grandparents’ 
and parents’ graves.  Though they are Mother’s Day 
acknowledgments, Mike joked that his mom and 
grandmothers will happily share those fl owers with 
their husbands.  As for my dear husband, his handiwork 
acknowledged each of their eff orts to love one another 
and to love him as best they could.  At times, they were ©2021 MARY PENICH - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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CELEBRATE OUR PARISH’S 30TH 
MOTHER’S DAY TOGETHER

This Sunday, May 9, at the 9:30 A.M. Mass, 
Deacon Mike will once again read the book, 
I LOVE YOU FOREVER, as part of his 
Mother’s Day and Sixth Sunday of Easter 
homily.  This will be the 30th time Deacon 
Mike reads this book to celebrate Jesus’ 

invitation to love one another and our love for the moms and 
grandmothers among us.  Though he cannot call the children up to 
the altar due to COVID-19 restrictions, the book’s illustrations will 
be projected for us all to see.  If you are unable to attend, you can 
watch the live-streamed 9:30 Mass on May 9, which will also be on 
the parish website. 

Dear St. Paul Family,
It has been an absolute joy to journey with you these 
last fi ve years. This community of faith has uplift ed 
me in so many ways. This community of faith has 
kept me grounded in ministry and has shown me the 
unqualifi ed love of Our Jesus. You have prayed for me. 
You have laughed with me. You have cried with me. I 
am so grateful that the Spirit led me to assist with the 
sacramental life of your parish and be a fellow disciple on 
the journey.
It is that same Spirit that has now led me to a new 
horizon. Cardinal Cupich has asked me to take leave of 
my ministry and teaching at the seminary and become 
the new Director and Chaplain of the Sheil Catholic 
Center at Northwestern University. I am very excited for 
this new path ahead of me and I am looking forward 
to being able to journey with the many students of 
Northwestern University and also the greater community 
who make up the family of faith that is the Sheil Catholic Center.
This new ministry, however, means that I will be saying “farewell” to my St. Paul the Apostle 
family in June. We will certainly have ti me to say our farewells, but I wanted you to know 
just how much I love this community of faith and how I will be savoring every last minute of 
being able to pray and journey with you.
Please pray for me, for Mundelein Seminary and for the Sheil Catholic Center at 
Northwestern University.

 On the Journey Together, Fr. Bradley
bzamora@archchicago.org
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 Prayer Shawl Request
Are you or a loved one in need of a prayer shawl? Please complete the following 
information and place in the collection box at any of St. Pauls’ weekend masses. 

You will be contacted regarding pickup/delivery of the shawl.

Name: ___________________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________________________

eMail: ___________________________________________________________

The prayer shawl is for __ me  __another parishioner/friend

Shawl recipient is a ___male ___female 

MOTHER’S DAY ROSE SALE
The traditional Mother’s Rose Sale to benefit Respect Life Charities and Lake County Right to Life in 
the past will NOT be taking place this year in its traditional form due to the COVID pandemic. But 
their need for funds is needed more than ever. The Knights have worked with Respect Life Charities 
and Lake County Right to Life for many years and tried to assist them in in all their endeavors to reach 
their fundraising goals. So, this year, what we have done is set up a notice on the parish website with 
a link to electronically donate to the Respect for Life Charities directly in lieu of flowers for Mom this 
year or as a matching gift. Or another idea might be to match whatever you spend elsewhere for flowers 
for the deserving Mom’s in your life, make a matching gift to Respect Life Charities. Or, whatever you 
feel you can give. I am sure Respect Life Charities and Lake County Right to Life hope to be back in our 
Gathering Space next year.  Here is the link to the fundraiser:  

https://saintpaultheapostle.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/816222
COME JOIN US

If you have followed the activities of the Knights of Columbus this year and are interest in knowing more of 
what we do or more about These Men We Call Knights, then please visit our website at 

http://www.kofc.org/en//index.html
If you are interested in becoming a Knight and are a Catholic gentleman over the age of 18,

please contact us or go online and become an e-member. 
https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html

If you wish to become a member of our Divine Mercy Council #11112 here at St. Paul, please make a note or 
comment to that affect when applying or let me know and I will arrange for the appropriate processing.

Now through June 30th, enter Promo Code MCGIVNEY2020 for 12 months of free online membership. 
Annual membership following your first year is only $20/year.

As always, thank you for your continued generous patronizing of our events and contributions to the 
Knights of Columbus during these very trying times now and throughout the years to come.

KNIGHTS CORNER
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PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Keith Lahey

Linda Marie Fote
Frances C Fletcher

Stanley Fletcher
Vicki Wilson

Marty Reynolds
Guillermo Parreno
Bethany Brosman
Carol McArthur
Maria Rodriguez
Robbie Franklin
Nicole Mendlik

Gunnar Shindledecker
Please know that we Pray for all of the sick 

at every Mass. however, if you would like 
your naMe or that of a sick loved one to be 
included in the list above, Please eMail or 

call keri at the Parish house. 
ksekany@saintPaultheaPostle.church 

847-918-0600

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, MAY 8, 2021
5:00PM: Charles Suhling | Emily & Walter Macrowski
      The Aguilar Family | Luzviminda & Cesar Cabalfin

SUNDAY, MAY 9, 2021
7:30AM: Victor Peccioli | Jesus & Lilia Relampagos  
      Enya Gonzales | Brigida Reyes | Mary Borzick
9:30AM: Natalie Styles | Anna Morien | Dorothy Lavin
       Sebastian Thachenkary
11:30AM: Chuck Gresser | Jack Phillips | Mae Osunero
       Michalina Bernal & Gregory Kaznecki

MONDAY, MAY 10, 2021 
 Nicky Hortelano 
    
TUESDAY, MAY 11, 2021 (Monday/Wednesday Intentions inluded)
7:30AM:  Bea  Cuasay | Jack Henderson
    
WEDNESDAY, MAY 12, 2021
 For the Parish Family

THURSDAY, MAY 13, 2021 (Friday Intentions inluded)
7:30AM: Tom Wessel | Paciencia Pangilinan

FRIDAY, MAY 14, 2021
 For the Parish Family

SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2021
5:00PM: Charles Suhling | R. Poole | Anne Auguste
      Dora Bolackowicz | Norma Sue Crock

SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2021
7:30AM: Lowell Hall | Socorro Villamor Dedal 
9:30AM: Mildred Mengarelli | Joyce Korzeniewski
      Michael Kinahan
11:30AM: Fr.  Thomas Cavanaugh | Fr. Matt Bozoysky
       Fr. Mathias Thelen

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY: 
Acts 16:11-15
Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b
Jn 15:26 — 16:4a

TUESDAY: 
Acts 16:22-34
Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8
Jn 16:5-11

WEDNESDAY: 
Acts 17:15, 22 — 
18:1
Ps 148:1-2, 11-14
Jn 16:12-15

THURSDAY: 
Acts 1:1-11
Ps 47:2-3, 6-9
Eph 1:17-23

FRIDAY: 
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26
Ps 113:1-8
Jn 15:9-17

SATURDAY:
Acts 18:23-28
Ps 47:2-3, 8-10
Jn 16:23b-28

SUNDAY: 
Acts 1:15-17, 20a, 
20c-26
Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 
19-20
1 Jn 4:11-16
Jn 17:11b-19; 

My mother was the most My mother was the most 
beautiful woman I ever saw. beautiful woman I ever saw. 
All I am I owe to my mother. All I am I owe to my mother. 
I attribute all my success in I attribute all my success in 
life to the moral, intellectual, life to the moral, intellectual, 
and physical education I and physical education I 
received from her.received from her.
          —George Washington          —George Washington

  “ 
”

Natalie Styles
Yee Ivicek

Patty Hacker
Elliott Delman

Linda Lillington
Stanley C. Fletcher

Laureen Walsh
Patrick Walsh
Michael Bush

Angela Giachetti
Mary Roehl
Vicki Shaffer
Rosa Perez

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The gift of the Holy Spirit was 
poured out on the Gentiles also 
(Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48).

Psalm — The Lord has revealed to the nations 
his saving power (Psalm 98).

Second Reading — God is love (1 John 4:7-10).

Gospel — No one has greater love than this: to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends (John 15:9-17).
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COUNSELING:
Holbrook Center: 312-655-7725
SUICIDE PREVENTION
Emergency: 911

800-411-0103
440-953-8255

FOOD PANTRIES:
Avon Township: 847-546-1446
Holy Family: 847-782-4166
Saint Anastasia: 847-623-2112
Warren Township: 847-244-1101
Saint Vincent dePaul: 847-347-0832

DOMESTIC ABUSE 
A Safe Place Hot line: 847-249-4450
Sexual Abuse: 847-872-7799

PREGNANCY SUPPORT:
Aid for Women: 847-249-2700

POST-ABORTION
EMOTIONAL SUPPORT:
Project Rachel: 800-SWE-CARE

EMERGENCY SHELTER:
PADS: 847-698-4357
Catholic Charities: 847-782-4000

EMERGENCY AND TRANSITIONAL 
ASSISTANCE, FISCAL SUPPORT, 

HELP WITH LOCATING AVAILABLE 
RESOURCES AND OTHER SERVICES 

AIMED AT ADDRESSING ALL ISSUES A 
PERSON OR FAMILY MAY BE 

FACING WITH THE INTENT OF 
SUPPORTING SUSTAINED

POSITIVE CHANGE.

847-347-0832

Crisis Support Resources

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
I am there among them.” Ma� hew 18:20

Are you looking for inner calm?  Try Spiritual Direc� on.
My name is Sue Lucas. I am a new spiritual director, having recently completed 
the Spiritual Guidance Training Program through Siena Retreat Center.  I bring 

the gi�  of compassionate listening to share with individuals looking for a closer 
rela� onship with God. I am a parishioner here at St Paul the Apostle Church and 
a member of the core team for the Circle of Women and Vice President of the 

Society of St Vincent de Paul ministry. If you are interested in virtual sessions, you 
can reach me at 847-610-7913 or suelucas1013@comcast.net. 

PRAYER VIGIL AT PLANNED PARENTHOOD IN 
WAUKEGAN, ILLINOIS 

On Tuesday, May 11, the Pro-Life Action 
League is hosting a prayer vigil outside the 
Waukegan Planned Parenthood abortion 

facility on the eve of the fi rst anniversary of 
its grand opening. Here are the details: 

When: Tuesday, May 11 at 6:00 p.m. 
Where: 1601 N. Lewis Avenue, Waukegan 

Parking: Park discretely in one of the large shopping centers nearby 

Join us as we mourn the lives lost at this abortion clinic this past 
year, gather in hope in our shared mission, and rededicate ourselves 

to continuing the fi ght until abortion becomes unthinkable.

view More at: https://prolifeaction.org/event/ppwaukeganvigil/
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PARISH OFFICE
KERI SEKANY | OFFICE MANAGER
INFO@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MUSIC LITURGY
RUTH PECK | DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
RPECK@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

JULIE JESTER | MUSIC MINISTRY ASSISTANT
JJESTER@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

SATURDAY EVENING:
5:00PM

SUNDAY:
7:30 | 9:30 | 11:30AM 

WEEKDAY MASS:
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY
7:30AM

MASS SCHEDULE

TUESDAY/THURSDAY MORNINGS
8:00AM

ADORATION

CLERGY
REV. CHRIS CIASTON | PASTOR
FRCHRIS@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. JOE CURTIS | ASSOCIATE PASTOR
FRJOE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. BRAD ZAMORA | WEEKEND ASSISTANCE
BZ AMOR A@ARCHCHIC AGO.ORG

DEACON MICHAEL PENICH
DE ACONMIKE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON IVAN SIAP
DE ACONIVAN@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BOB BIRCK
DE ACONBOB@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ROD REYES
DE ACONROD@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ANDY BAKER
DE ACONANDY@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BRENT BERTKE
DE ACONBRENT@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

HOURS: 8:30AM - 5:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-918-0600

847-918-0600
6401 GAGES LAKE RD

GURNEE, IL 60031

BUSINESS OFFICE
BOB SEKANY | BUSINESS MANAGER
BUSINESS@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY

847-918-0600

HOURS: 8:30AM - 3:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-816-8677

SATURDAYS IN THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT CHAPEL
11:00AM

RECONCILIATION
ANCILLARY STAFF
KELLY KRUEGER | MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
KKRUEGER@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

RICH PLAGE | FACILITIES MANAGER
RPL AGE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

JERRY SIMPSON | VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR
JSIMPSON@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

FAITH FORMATION & CATECHESIS
TAMMY OBERSTAR | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
TOBERSTAR@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MARY JO URQUHART | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
MURQUHART@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA FILIP | DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION & YOUTH FORMATION
LFILIP@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

AMY RUSSELL | CHILDREN’S FSF COORDINATOR 
ARUSSELL@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA COLLIN | CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR
LCOLLIN@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH


