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Dear SPA Family, 

What is prophecy? It is an extremely responsible and even 
dangerous charism. A prophet is someone who speaks not 
his own words, but God’s. God’s words are placed in his 
mouth like pearls inside a shell. The clatter of shells is 

prophesying, proving the existence of a pearl. 
Secondly, the prophet is a person who cares for God all the 
time. Caring for God is the result of discovering God’s care 

for humankind.
I believe that the true prophet is a fulfi lled prophecy. 

When one is a poet, in a sense, 
he himself should be a living poem. 

It is the same with prophecy. When prophesying, one should be faithful to 
what is preached.

The possessed person in this Sunday’s gospel prophesied, claiming that 
Jesus was the Holy One of God, but his life was in clear contradiction to 
what he preached. Besides, he was SCREAMING, not TEACHING like 
Jesus. By shouting, we can make a great impression. I remember when I 
read about a rock singer who was asked why she was screaming so much 

during her concerts. Confused, she replied, “I’m screaming to be heard.” But 
it seems to me that she was more concerned with jamming for others than 

with being heard.
Prophecy is an expression of God’s concern for us and He wishes to awaken 
within us the same concern for Him. His goal is love, because his beginning 

is love. God reveals Himself in prophecy just like He really is - a caring 
God. So, if you too reveal God as a caring Father and you care for Him most 

tenderly, you are a prophet, although you may not know it!
Just ask yourself: are you teaching or screaming? Do you scare others using 

God’s name or you inspire others to trust Him?
No one is a prophet who has not seen God’s promises fulfi lled in himself/

herself. When it happens than we become friends with God. 
And for a friend, it is the most beautiful thing to care for his/her friend… 
his/her God, to guess His desires, to sympathize with Him, to suff er with 
Him, to enjoy His joy, to ask about His worries, to console Him, to spend 

time with Him, to be with Him when people insult Him, 
to be a friend so trusted that his/her friend dares to confi de and reveal His se-

crets. Only between friends, secrets are not secrets. 
A prophet is a friend of God.

Have a blessed weekend, Fr. Chris D. Ciastoń
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DONATIONS FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY
  Sunday - $ 64,794   Online Sunday - $38,563
  Sharing - $1,905   Online Sharing - $1,841
  St. Vincent de Paul - $3,726 Online SVdP - $2,202
  Christmas - $22,244  

Please Make Your Gift to the 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal
Many families in our parish will be receiving the ACA mailing from Cardinal Cupich.         

On behalf of those served by 
the ministries, parishes and 
schools who receive funding 

from the Appeal, we thank you 
for your gifts. 

The Annual Catholic 
Appeal off ers a 

wonderful opportunity 
to answer Jesus’ call to 
“Come, follow me … 

and bring hope to the 
world.” This is especially 
important during these 
trying and challenging 

times. Many in our 
parishes are aff ected fi nancially by the pandemic, and we encourage giving 

at all levels to support this initiative.
In addition to providing for ministries and services throughout the 

archdiocese, the Annual Catholic Appeal funds services in our own parish. 
For example, Appeal funds support ongoing formation of our staff  members 

and catechists.
When we fi nancially support the work of our parish, our archdiocese 

and the Catholic Church throughout the world, we experience a feeling 
of deep gratitude, especially when we contemplate God’s many gifts to 
us personally. By sharing our wealth through gifts to the 2021 ACA, we 

demonstrate our commitment to the Church and each other. 
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By: Mary Penich
students.  Some of 
them actually asked 
if they could come to 
my classroom to read 
those “cool” books.  
Though I couldn’t 
invite them in for 
lessons, I rewarded their change of heart by reading some 
of those coveted books to their entire class.  In the end, all 
concerned were excited, at least some of the time, about 
books. Did I mention that, after school that day, Danny 
had to tell me all about his books?                  

 In today’s gospel (Mark 1:21-28)), it was Jesus who 
found a way to share an important message.  The people 
were ready and waiting for their Messiah.  Still, they were 
uncertain of where to look for him.  That day, Jesus went to 
the synagogue where he read the scriptures and interpreted 
their meaning.  Jesus drew the people in because he taught 
knowledgably and with an aura of authority.  Jesus made 
them feel that they couldn’t live without hearing all that 
he had to say.  It was in the midst of Jesus’ lesson that a 
suff ering man came forward.  Something within the man 
caused him to cry out, “I know who you are! The Holy One 
of God!”  Jesus interrupted immediately.  Perhaps Jesus 
hoped that the people would come to know him on their 
own terms, rather than as the result of that supernatural 
entity’s introduction.  With that, Jesus ordered the spirit 
to leave the man.  Still, when the spirit obeyed, the people 
were more convinced than ever that Jesus and his message 
must have been very special.  

 When I convinced my students to read, I succeeded 
because they opened themselves up to my message.  
Because they believed me, these reluctant readers turned 
page after page in search of the stories which I assured them 
they would enjoy.  While they delighted in the adventures 
I’d promised them, they also discovered just how capable 
they actually were.  When my grandson opened his little 
books, he discovered the same.  This is the challenge Jesus 
extended to his neighbors in the synagogue that day and the 
challenge Jesus extends to us today.  If we reach beyond 
our comfort zones and our own painful places to the 
opportunities before us, we’ll discover just how capable 
we are of loving God and loving one another.  Just as my 
students transformed themselves into capable readers, we 
will transform ourselves into capable and loving people 
who live out Jesus’ message just as Jesus did.  Only 
God knows how many others we might transform along 
the way.

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT- TRANSFORMED BY THE MES-

One outing I’ve enjoyed in spite of the pandemic is our 
weekly trek to our grandsons’ house. Grandpa and I take 
care of the boys while their parents work from home.  
This arrangement continues because we’ve all managed 
to stay put, safe and well.  Quite a challenge in the midst 
of a pandemic!  Tired as we are at the end of the day, 
Grandpa and I are grateful for these visits.  Little brother 
Ben fi lls the day with play while big brother Danny busies 
himself with his online kindergarten class.  Because Ben 
keeps me running, I don’t often get to watch Danny at 
work.  The other day, however, when I saw Danny with a 
stack of books he’d read, I sent Ben to Grandpa.  Danny 
was beginning his reading class and I couldn’t resist this 
opportunity to return to my favorite school subject…

  I listened carefully as Danny’s teacher explained 
what her students were to do with those books.  Suddenly, 
images from my fi rst assignment as a reading teacher 
fi lled me up.  When I prepared my classroom that 
August, I was determined to see to it that every one of 
my students enjoyed reading.  Early on, I discovered that 
this wouldn’t be easy.  Some children who didn’t need 
my help whispered, rolled their eyes or smirked when I 
collected my “special” students from their classrooms.  
Apparently, these children felt that there was something 
lacking in the children I saw.  How surprised I was when I 
realized that my own students were also inclined to defi ne 
a pecking order.  They eliminated any question regarding 
who among them needed the most help.  I responded by 
quickly devising a plan to insure that everyone would 
succeed within his or her comfort zone.   

  As Danny’s teacher continued to explain just 
how special that stack of books was, I thought of my 
Children’s Literature professor from college.  She assured 
me and my classmates that, if we could get a child to pick 
up a book, getting that child to read it would be easy.  
With that in mind, I managed to convince my students 
that their lives would be incomplete if they didn’t explore 
every exiting book I found for them.  I amazed myself 
when I convinced a group of fi fth graders to read a series 
of mysteries written at second grade level.  These chapter 
books featured a six-year-old detective.  Though his 
adventures wouldn’t normally appeal to older readers, 
I challenged my students to see if this little kid could 
actually solve a mystery.  After reading three books in 
the series, my fi fth graders begged for more.  By the 
end of the year, every one of them was reading at fourth 
grade level.  Though they had a way to go, they were 
on track to read at grade level by the time they entered 
junior high school.  The best part of this was that I didn’t 
have to reprimand the classmates who’d made fun of my ©2020 MARY PENICH - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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SOUPer Bowl 2021 Fan Alert!
Though  Super Bowl 2021 is still up for grabs, Deacon Mike is calling us all 
to get excited about the even bigger SOUPer Bowl Sunday Competition!  

Mike and his fellow deacons are once again joining forces against a very 
real opponent here in Lake County –HUNGER!

Deacons Mike, Bob, Ivan, Andy, Rod and Brent are transforming 
Super Bowl Weekend, February 6-7, into SOUPer Bowl Weekend here 

at St. Paul the Apostle.  Father Chris and Father Joe have commissioned 
these guys to become our own Monsters of the Midway! Will you help 
them in transforming what may be a lack-luster NFL competition into 

a real competition against hunger?
As you know, COVID-19 has changed a lot over the past 10 months and 
our SOUPER Bowl is no exception.  Because we can’t take up collections 
these days, our guys are asking you to help them to tackle hunger by 
picking up an envelope on the way in or out of church.  Just drop it off 
in the collection bins any Sunday or you can donate online.  If you take 
an envelope, use the space provided to record the name of the team 
you want to win Super Bowl LV.  We’ll share the 
results later. 

As always, 100% of the funds collected with be 
donated to the St. Anastasia Food Pantry in 
Waukegan to assist their volunteers in blocking 
hunger in a big way! As always, we thank you so 
much for your consistently amazing and 
heartwarming generosity!

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
I am there among them.” Ma  hew 18:20

Are you looking for inner calm?  Try Spiritual Direc  on.
My name is Sue Lucas. I am a new spiritual director, having recently completed 
the Spiritual Guidance Training Program through Siena Retreat Center.  I bring 

the gi   of compassionate listening to share with individuals looking for a closer 
rela  onship with God. I am a parishioner here at St Paul the Apostle Church and 
a member of the core team for the Circle of Women and Vice President of the 

Society of St Vincent de Paul ministry. If you are interested in virtual sessions, you 
can reach me at 847-610-7913 or suelucas1013@comcast.net. 
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PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Diana Lonergan
Kathy Humann

Keith Lahey
Michele Dulak Beye

Charlie Lucas
Kurt Lowe

Linda Marie Fote
Ruth Blood

Jorge Sanchez
Frances C Fletcher

Carmie Caluag
Vicki Wilson

Marty Reynolds
The Andrade Family

please know that we pray for all of the sick 
at every mass. however, if you would like 

your name or that of a sick loved one to be 
included in the list above, please email or 

call keri at the parish house. 
ksekany@saintpaultheapostle.church 

847-918-0600

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, JANUARY 30, 2021
5:00PM: Victor Peccioli | Luisa Bardales
      Richard & Leonarda Hunt
      Wanda Sheber | Nancy Majewski

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31, 2021
7:30AM: Victoria Peccioli | Richard & Leonarda Hunt |    
                 Luisa Bardales
9:30AM: Pat Terry | Kathleen & Stanley Strum
      Maribeth Hilo & Family
11:30AM: Julia Burkel | Ann DeJoris | Josephina Ruiz |              
                Wanda Sheber | Nancy Majewski 

MONDAY, JANUARY 25, 2021
7:30AM: John Hansen 
    
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2021
7:30AM: Ann Caputo | Josefi na RuizAthena Rose Bud-
del | Josefi na Ruiz | Rose Marie Vrabel

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2021
7:30AM: Rufus Woods | George Herrmann

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 2021
7:30AM: Harry L. Kapp | Josephina Ruiz

FRIDAY, JANUARY 29, 2021
7:30AM: Louis, Petrina & Joe Smetek

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30, 2021
5:00PM: Pat Terry  | Charles Suhling
      Emily & Walter Macrowski

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY: 
Heb 11:32-40
Ps 31
Mk 5:1-20

TUESDAY: 
Mal 3:1-4
Ps 24
Heb 2:14-18
Lk 2:22-40

WEDNESDAY: 
Heb 12:4-7, 11-15
Ps 103
Mk 6:1-6

THURSDAY: 
Heb 12:18-19, 21-24
Ps 48
Mk 6:7-13

FRIDAY: 
Heb 13:1-8
Ps 27
Mk 6:14-29

SATURDAY:
Heb 13:15-17, 20-21
Ps 23
Mk 6:30-34

SUNDAY: 
Jb 7:1-4, 6-7
Ps 147
1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23
Mk 1:29-39

The soul cannot live The soul cannot live 
without love.without love.
—St. Francis de Sales—St. Francis de Sales

  “ ”

Bertha Quintero
Guillermo Parreno 

Xavier Parreno
Bethany Brosman
Carol McArthur
Maria Rodriguez

Patty Hacker
Robbie Franklin

Jeanette Albamonte
Caroline Shebenik

Natalie Styles
Nicole Mendlik

Gunnar Shindledecker-
Dorothy Bockstahler

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — A prophet like me will the LORD, 
your God, raise up for you to him you shall listen.
(Dt 18:15-20).

Psalm — If today you hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts. (Psalm 95).

Second Reading — I should like you to be free of 
anxieties. (1 Cor 7:32-35).

Gospel — A new teaching with authority. (Mk 
1:21-28).
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Virtual Trivia Contest
Calling all trivia buff s!  Invite your family and friends for a fun Virtual 

Trivia Night on Friday, Feb. 5 at 6 p.m., hosted by the Exchange Club of 
Gurnee.  All proceeds will benefi t student scholarships and support local 

organizations working to prevent child abuse. You can participate in a team 
of up to eight members. If you don’t have a team but would like to play, 

you will be added to a team.  The cost is $20 per person or $120 per team.   
The fi rst place team will receive a “bundtlet a month for a Year” for each 

member, courtesy of event sponsor Nothing Bundt Cakes Gurnee, and free 
entry into the next trivia.  Prizes will be awarded to second place and last 
place fi nishers. Register at www.exchangeclubofgurne.org. For questions, 

contact Deanne Fisher at 847-223-9100.  The Exchange is a service 
organization working together to make communities better places through 
programs of service in Americanism, community service, youth activities, 

and its national project, the prevention of child abuse.  
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PARISH OFFICE
KERI SEKANY | OFFICE MANAGER
INFO@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MUSIC LITURGY
RUTH PECK | DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
RPECK@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

JULIE JESTER | MUSIC MINISTRY ASSISTANT
JJESTER@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

SATURDAY EVENING:
5:00PM

SUNDAY:
7:30 | 9:30 | 11:30AM 

WEEKDAY MASS:
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY
7:30AM

MASS SCHEDULE

TUESDAY/THURSDAY MORNINGS
8:00AM

ADORATION

PASTORAL STAFF
REV. CHRIS CIASTON | PASTOR
FRCHRIS@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. JOE CURTIS | ASSOCIATE PASTOR
FRJOE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. BRAD ZAMORA | WEEKEND ASSISTANCE
BZ AMOR A@USML .EDU

DEACON MICHAEL PENICH
DE ACONMIKE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON IVAN SIAP
DE ACONIVAN@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BOB BIRCK
DE ACONBOB@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ROD REYES
DE ACONROD@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ANDY BAKER
DE ACONANDY@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BRENT BERTKE
DE ACONBRENT@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-918-0600

847-918-0600
6401 GAGES LAKE RD

GURNEE, IL 60031

BUSINESS OFFICE
BOB SEKANY | BUSINESS MANAGER
BUSINESS@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY

847-918-0600

HOURS: 8:30AM - 3:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-816-8677

SATURDAYS IN THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT CHAPEL
11:00AM

RECONCILIATION

ANCILLARY STAFF
KELLY KRUEGER | MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
KKRUEGER@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

RICH PLAGE | FACILITIES MANAGER
RPL AGE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

FAITH FORMATION & CATECHESIS
TAMMY OBERSTAR | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
TOBERSTAR@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MARY JO URQUHART | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
MURQUHART@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA FILIP | DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION & YOUTH FORMATION
LFILIP@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

AMY RUSSELL | CHILDREN’S FSF COORDINATOR 
ARUSSELL@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA COLLIN | CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR
LCOLLIN@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH


