


2  |  SAINT PAUL THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC PARISH - WWW.SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

Dear SPA Family,
On October 16, 1978, as the College of Cardinals in Rome met 
to choose a new pope, at the same time thousands of miles 
away,  a Polish woman named Wanda Rutkiewicz was climbing 
the highest peak in the world - Mount Everest. She took some 
stones with her from there. When a year later in June 1979 she 
met John Paul II, she gave him a gift from the summit of Mount 
Everest.  The Pope said to her: “On the same day we both 
climbed so very high ...”.

There are various mountain peaks.  They have one thing in 
common, climbing them requires a lot of effort.  Nevertheless, 
we go there against logic.  But when we get there, we get back 
from there changed. Because from the top, everything is seen differently, with a completely different 
perspective.  As if we were closer to heaven, as if much, much lower, we would leave what holds us to 
the ground and prevent us from looking up towards heaven.  The conquerors of both these great peaks 
and the smaller ones, when asked what they are going there for, why they risk so much, why they tire 
themselves out, often reply that the way to the summit and reaching the peak change them.

Jesus went to the high mountain of Tabor to be transformed there before his three apostles.  But that 
road with Jesus to the top, and also conquering it were to transform these three disciples as well.  The 
experience of Mount Tabor was to open their eyes to Jesus as God and to important things they had not 
seen before.

Many of us know the taste of climbing a mountain, many of us know the taste of fatigue that comes with 
it, and the taste of great joy when we reach the top.  Probably many of us are looking not only for rest in 
the mountains, but also for a transformation, a change of heart, thinking, outlook, values...

Only the bare essentials are taken to the mountains, because every unnecessary object becomes heavy 
and cumbersome.  The heavy load may prevent us from reaching the desired peak.

It turns out that our life may be similar to the climbing the mountains with a heavy load. We are often 
burdened with unnecessary things, which makes it difficult to journey through life. We at times strive for 
money, material wealth, high quality of life, and we like to surround ourselves with luxury.

For some of us, work becomes more important than the time spent with family. Or, a bank account 
becomes more important than visiting or reaching out a sick friend.

The expedition to the top teaches us to treasure what has real value, what is really important and what 
counts on the path of our life, which we follow most often with our family and friends. Faith, love, 
honesty, truth, loyalty, friendship, generosity and sensitivity are the values   that always turn out to be 
essential and timeless in the journey through life.

Everything looks different from the top.  What is so enormous on the ground and overwhelms us so 
much, from the top appears just teeny tiny. At the top, everything is closer to heaven.  Heaven seems to 
be much closer than the earth left far below us.

This experience teaches us the wisdom of a change of heart, a change of thinking. It teaches us to value 
wisely, so that we would not be occupied with what is only earthly, but would raise our eyes to the 
heavenly and start thinking about God.  Let us begin to be guided by what is important to God in our 
lives.

The apostles returned from the Mount Tabor as changed people - different from who they were when 
they had climbed it. They have been transferred because they saw in Jesus God, the Messiah, a mighty 
Lord worth being with.  Let the Lenten journey to the summit of Easter transform us, so that what is 
earthly will not obstruct our view of God and heaven!

Have a blessed Lent, Fr. Chris D. Ciastoń
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DONATIONS FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY
  Sunday - $32,053   Online Sunday - $34,685
  Sharing - $1,172   Online Sharing - $2,171
  St. Vincent de Paul - $1,311 Online SVdP - $2,720
  SOUPer Bowl - $4,972   Easter Flowers - $617

ST. PAUL’S DECLARED SOUPER BOWL 2021 WINNERS!!!
 

Though the results of Super Bowl LD might have been predictable, your response to our annual 
SOUPer Bowl Campaign exceeded our greatest expectations.  Your support of our hungry neighbors 

makes our parish family the hands-down champion of SOUPer Bowl 2021! 

We know that the pandemic has been a hardship for many in our parish family, yet our coordinated 
offensive and defensive moves resulted in a huge win for those served by the St. Anastasia’s Food 

Pantry and Soup Kitchen.  Your generous contributions to this important cause filled our soup pots to 
overflowing.  They totaled $4,972!  Deacons Mike, Ivan, Bob, Rod, Andy and Brent and the team at St. 
Anastasia’s Food Pantry can’t thank you enough!  None of us expected such a great response!  Once 
again, our parish family has united to help those less fortunate in an amazingly big way.  Thank you!

AN UPDATE FROM OUR ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE
Our St. Vincent de Paul conference feels so very blessed to have so many generous donors 
who recently contributed to help us raise over $17,000 during our “SVdP Week of Giving” 

letter campaign last November.  Our original expectation was that we might get about $5000 
and as a result we have been blown away at your response. Please know we never take for 

granted the support we receive from our parishioners.

We’d like to provide an update on the activity of our SVdP conference during the COVID 
pandemic.  Originally we shut down with the rest of the country in the beginning of March.  
After seeing that other local conferences were servicing their neighbors in need, we made 
the decision to reopen our phone line and resumed responding to requests for assistance 
in June, conducting our visits via phone rather than in-person.  To be honest, requests for 

our help have been surprisingly slow due to the eviction and utility shutoff moratoriums in 
place.  When someone does call us, we direct them to contact the established social agencies 
that have received increased federal funding first, when applicable.  However, help has been 

provided to several families facing a variety of non-COVID-related financial obstacles. Our 
organization does feel we will get inundated with phone calls when the moratoriums are lifted.

We are seeking energetic volunteers to join our SVdP conference as several members 
have left our group recently.  If you are feeling nudged by the Holy Spirit to get involved 
and practice your faith in a practical concrete way, please consider calling our phone line 

(847)347-0832 to express your interest and to get more information.  We are a FUN group!!!!
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BY: MARY PENICH

would have.  Still, because he is also God’s love-made-
fl esh, Jesus off ered this fi nal lesson in succumbing to his 
crucifi xion to illustrate the extent of God’s love for us all.            

 This Lent, I fi nd myself compelled to acknowledge 
Jesus’ humanity and his human experiences among us.  
Jesus suff ered crucifi xion at the hands of the Romans.  
When I was in Jerusalem some years ago, our archeologist-
guide detailed this horrendous death.  Initially, Jesus was 
scourged with a whip of leather straps with pieces of 
metal tied to the ends.  Most men of the time endured 
less than ten strikes.  Jesus was struck thirty times.  Our 
guide showed us thorns similar to those fashioned into 
that crown embedded into Jesus’ head.  I walked past trees 
similar to those which provided the beam which Jesus was 
forced to carry.  That beam rested upon bleeding muscle 
because much of Jesus’ skin had been torn away.  I walked 
paths like the one Jesus walked to Calvary.  Every time 
Jesus fell, dirt, gravel and manure made their way into his 
wounds.  When Jesus stretched out his arms to be nailed 
to the cross, his agony was beyond unbearable.  It’s no 
wonder that my childhood hope evaporated at the foot of 
that cross.  Today, it’s no wonder that my adult faith, hope 
and love strengthen and solidify at Jesus’ feet.

 Though my childhood piety at the foot of the cross 
prevented me from focusing upon the lifetime which Jesus 
spent among us, I can turn to Jesus’ life today.  In all he 
said and did as he walked among the people, Jesus revealed 
God’s love.  If we take to heart the compassion evident 
in Jesus’ healing and forgiveness, if we take to heart 
Jesus’ overriding concern for the poor, the heartbroken 
and those ostracized from society, if we take to heart the 
welcome Jesus promised in the Parable of the Prodigal 
Son, and if we take to heart the promise of heaven off ered 
in Jesus’ transfi guration, we must also take to heart the 
love expressed through each of these events.  We cannot 
ignore what I missed as a child.  Jesus did what he did to 
show us that we are loved and to inspire us to love one 
another as God loves us.  So it is that, this Lent, our work 
is simple: To love one another and to love God.  Jesus’ 
transfi guration is a powerful reminder that doing this as 
best we can will lead to our own transfi gurations one day.

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT- TRANSFIGURED BY LOVE

 While reading and rereading today’s gospel 
(Mark 9:2-10), my childhood impressions regarding 
Jesus’ transfi guration dominated my thoughts.  I had 
what I considered to be a great idea when I sat down to 
write a few minutes earlier.  However, before I touched 
my keyboard, that alleged wisdom was whisked away 
by decades-old memories which seemed to be going 
nowhere.  I wondered how my grade school musing 
regarding this event in Jesus’ life could possibly help 
me on this Second Sunday of Lent 2021…

 From the time I began to pay close attention 
to my catechism classes, whenever I heard the gospel 
story of The Transfi guration, I was perplexed by the 
behaviors of Peter, James and John that followed.  Good 
Catholic child that I was, I’d become quite familiar with 
the lives of numerous saints.  I was especially taken 
by those who reported having seen visions or hearing 
the voices of Jesus or Mary.  I was certain that they’d 
found the inspiration to do good and to live perfect 
lives in those encounters.  I convinced myself that if 
I ever heard or saw anything or anyone from heaven 
I would live the life of a saint from that moment on.  
Since the disciples were privileged to walk, talk and 
live with Jesus day in and day out, in my mind, they 
should have been the most perfect saints of all.  Yet, 
a few weeks after hearing The Transfi guration story 
each year, The Passion follows.  The events which led 
to Jesus’ death left me heartbroken every time I heard 
them in class or during The Passion reading in church.  
I became increasingly overwhelmed by the disciples 
who abandoned Jesus in an eff ort to save themselves.  
Perhaps more importantly, I experienced hopelessness 
to the extent that a ten-year-old child was able to.  After 
all, if the disciples who knew Jesus personally failed 
him, how could I hope to do any better?   

 Fortunately for me, my religious education and 
my evolving understanding didn’t end in fourth grade.  
How grateful I am that I wasn’t left with my childhood 
convictions!  Over the years, I came to realize that 
Peter, James and John weren’t alone in their trepidation 
through the agony that followed their experience on that 
mountainside.  Jesus had appeared to them in the glory 
of eternity with Moses and Elijah at his side.  Jesus 
had heard God’s voice proclaim, “This is my chosen 
son…”  Jesus had also spent countless hours in prayer 
nurturing his relationship with God.  Nonetheless, 
in the hours before he was taken into custody, fear 
overwhelmed Jesus as well.  Jesus wept and sweated 
blood as he begged God to take that cup from him.  In 
the end, I fi nally admitted to myself that the disciples 
had done the best they could at the time.  I also realized 
that Jesus did the best he could as well.  Because he is 
one of us, Jesus experienced his suff ering just as we ©2020 MARY PENICH - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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This Lent, Let Operation Rice Bowl Help You 
To Feel Normal Again!

If you’re like most of us, you can hardly wait for life to get back to normal!  
Unfortunately, we know that the pandemic will be with us for a while longer.  
Sadly, the needs of the poor will continue to be with us as well.  Before our 
bout with COVID-19 began, our parish family participated in Operation Rice 
Bowl every Lent.  Do you remember those little rice bowl boxes that we took 
home and fi lled with our spare change (and paper money when we could)?  
Every year, your generosity exceeded expectations and allowed our parish to 
send a very helpful check to Catholic Relief Services to support the poor. 

This year, though everything else is as abnormal as can be, will you join us 
in taking a small step toward normalcy by participating in Operation Rice 
Bowl again?  It’s easier than ever!  If you’re able to come to church, pick up 
a Rice Bowl on your way in or out.  If you’re unable to come in, Rice Bowls will also be available in the bin 
outside of the west door.  If you’re unable to get a rice bowl, you and your family can save your coins and cash 
in any container.  At the end of Lent (we usually do this the week after Easter), place a check or your cash in 
the envelope that came with your rice bowl and drop it into the collection bins at church.  You can also mail 
that check to St. Paul’s or give that amount online.  Please don’t mail your checks to Catholic Relief Services as 
we’d like our parish to be credited for all of our donations.  This year, we’re avoiding dealing with coins due to 
pandemic constraints. So checks or cash will be very much appreciated! 

Deacon Mike oversees this project and every year he’s amazed by your generosity.  As always, he will see to it 
that every penny reaches Catholic Relief Services to be spent in service of the poor.  This year, our eff orts are 
more important than ever.  Thank you!
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KNIGHTS KORNER
Illinois State Council K of C Charities, Inc.

http://www.illinoisknights.org

CHOSEN TO GO AND BEAR FRUIT THAT WILL REMAIN

   

 
 
 
 

 

       

2017-2018 State Charities

FISH FRY UPDATE
Believe it or not but our annual Fish Fry event is upon us. This year the 
Knights of Columbus – Divine Mercy Council - have partnered with a few 
well-known restaurants in the area:

• Fatman’s Restaurant in Gurnee, 847-244-8300, at 36309 Skokie Hwy., 
Gurnee, IL

• The Lake House in Lake Villa, 847-838-2700, at 850 Tower Drive, 
Lake Villa, IL.

• Chicago Pizza Company, 847-855-1201, at 6170 Grand Ave. Unit #337, 
Gurnee, IL

• Primo Italian Dining 847-336-3446 at 720 N Milwaukee Ave., Gurnee, IL 
• Khayat Catering, 847-336-3166, at 720 N. Milwaukee Ave., Gurnee, IL 

*** BE SURE TO MENTION THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FISH FRY 
OR THE ST PAUL THE APOSTLE FISH FRY for the Knights to receive 
credit for all the options below. ***

• The price for the Fish Platter is $12 (tax included) and includes 4 pieces of fi sh, fries, 
and coleslaw. Beverages would be extra. The tickets would be good for a Fish dinner 
any Friday in Lent but THEN redeemable ANY other day in Lent or after Lent for $11
towards any meal on their menu. 

• All other meal orders qualify for a donation to the Knights of Columbus Charities 
during Lent. So, EVERY night in Lent can be Knights of Columbus Night. This 
could be for Inside Dining, Take Out or Curb side pickup.

• In addition, they are off ering the Knights of Columbus a percentage of all the gift 
cards purchased during Lent. There is no expiration date on the gift cards, so stock 
up now for all your 2021 dining events, get a fantastic meal at a great restaurant and 
help all the Knights of Columbus Charities all at the same time. 

We are hoping to continue this relationship in future years so please make that call and 
patronize these local restaurants who have shown they are willing to step up and help our 
charities in their time of need so please step up and help them out as well.

Thank you in advance for your continued generous patronizing of our events and 
contributions to the Knights of Columbus during these very trying times now and 
throughout the year.

Sincerely, George Behr
Grand Knight, Knights of Columbus – Divine Mercy Council
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NOW AVAILABLE AT ALL THESE RESTAURANTS:
Fatmans: 847-244-8300

The LakeHouse: 847-838-2700
Chicago Pizza Company: 847-855-1201

Primo Italian Dining: 847-336-3446
Khayat Catering: 847-336-3166
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PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Diana Lonergan
Kathy Humann

Keith Lahey
Charlie Lucas

Kurt Lowe
Linda Marie Fote

Frances C Fletcher
Carmie Caluag
Vicki Wilson

Marty Reynolds
The Andrade Family

Bertha Quintero
Guillermo Parreno 

Xavier Parreno
Please know that we Pray for all of the sick 

at every Mass. however, if you would like 
your naMe or that of a sick loved one to be 
included in the list above, Please eMail or 

call keri at the Parish house. 
ksekany@saintPaultheaPostle.church 

847-918-0600

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2021
5:00PM: Susan Smith Horvath  | Charles Suhling
      Virginia Martinez  | Bill Schmit
       John Hii

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2021
7:30AM: Winston Casis     
9:30AM: Pat Terry | Stanley Kot | Frank Sas | Diego Estrada
11:30AM: Bella B. Hilo | Peter Bulcavage

MONDAY, MARCH 1, 2021
7:30AM: Marietta Victorio 
    
TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family
    
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3, 2021
7:30AM: Reggie Furtado

THURSDAY, MARCH 4, 2021
7:30AM: Artemio Sison | Joan DeMots

FRIDAY, MARCH 5, 2021
7:30AM: Louis, Petrina and Joe Smetek

SATURDAY, MARCH 6, 2021
5:00PM: Pat Terry  | Charles Suhling | Ted Macrowski

SUNDAY, MARCH 7, 2021
7:30AM: Bill Zorzy    
9:30AM: Robert Chester Buttrey | Stanley Kot
       Frank Sas | Celina Lopez
11:30AM: Dianna Scola

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY: 
Dn 9:4b-10
Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13
Lk 6:36-38

TUESDAY: 
Is 1:10, 16-20
Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 
21, 23
Mt 23:1-12

WEDNESDAY: 
Jer 18:18-20
Ps 31:5-6, 14-16
Mt 20:17-28

THURSDAY: 
Jer 17:5-10
Ps 1:1-4, 6
Lk 16:19-31

FRIDAY: 
Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 
17b-28a
Ps 105:16-21
Mt 21:33-43, 45-46

SATURDAY:
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20
Ps 103:1-4, 9-12
Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

SUNDAY: 
Ex 20:1-17 [1-3, 7-8, 
12-17]
Ps 19:8-11
1 Cor 1:22-25
Jn 2:13-25

If you want God to listen to If you want God to listen to 
you when you pray, shouldn’t you when you pray, shouldn’t 
you listen to God when God you listen to God when God 
speaks to you?speaks to you?
      —Anonymous      —Anonymous

  “ 
”

Bethany Brosman
Carol McArthur
Maria Rodriguez
Robbie Franklin

Jeanette Albamonte
Natalie Styles

Yee Ivicek
Nicole Mendlik

Gunnar Shindledecker
Mae Goggins
Patty Hacker
James Weber

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The sacrifice of Abraham, our 
father in faith (Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18).

Psalm — I will walk before the Lord, in the land 
of the living (Psalm 116).

Second Reading — If God is for us, who can be 
against us? (Romans 8:31b-34).

Gospel — Jesus was transfigured before them, and 
his clothes became dazzling white (Mark 9:2-10).
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“The gift of wisdom gives to our souls this power to experience divine things, to taste 
them in the depths of being, and, by that pleasure and experience, to judge all things.” 

Servant of God Luis Martinez 

Renewal Ministries will kick off a LIVE online Lenten Mission with Ralph Martin, from 
7-8 p.m. CST! The Lenten Mission will run four consecutive Sundays: 

Feb. 28 and March 7, 14, and 21

The mission is based on the book “Fulfillment of All Desire” by Ralph Martin and 
focused on growing in holiness through the wisdom of the saints. The Lenten Mission 
will build on content from the Advent Mission if you attended that event on-line, but 
earlier participation is not necessary. Event is Free, but registration is required.

Register: www.renewalministries.net
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PARISH OFFICE
KERI SEKANY | OFFICE MANAGER
INFO@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MUSIC LITURGY
RUTH PECK | DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
RPECK@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

JULIE JESTER | MUSIC MINISTRY ASSISTANT
JJESTER@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

SATURDAY EVENING:
5:00PM

SUNDAY:
7:30 | 9:30 | 11:30AM 

WEEKDAY MASS:
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY
7:30AM

MASS SCHEDULE

TUESDAY/THURSDAY MORNINGS
8:00AM

ADORATION

PASTORAL STAFF
REV. CHRIS CIASTON | PASTOR
FRCHRIS@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. JOE CURTIS | ASSOCIATE PASTOR
FRJOE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. BRAD ZAMORA | WEEKEND ASSISTANCE
BZ AMOR A@USML .EDU

DEACON MICHAEL PENICH
DE ACONMIKE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON IVAN SIAP
DE ACONIVAN@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BOB BIRCK
DE ACONBOB@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ROD REYES
DE ACONROD@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ANDY BAKER
DE ACONANDY@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BRENT BERTKE
DE ACONBRENT@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-918-0600

847-918-0600
6401 GAGES LAKE RD

GURNEE, IL 60031

BUSINESS OFFICE
BOB SEKANY | BUSINESS MANAGER
BUSINESS@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY

847-918-0600

HOURS: 8:30AM - 3:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-816-8677

SATURDAYS IN THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT CHAPEL
11:00AM

RECONCILIATION

ANCILLARY STAFF
KELLY KRUEGER | MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
KKRUEGER@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

RICH PLAGE | FACILITIES MANAGER
RPL AGE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

FAITH FORMATION & CATECHESIS
TAMMY OBERSTAR | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
TOBERSTAR@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MARY JO URQUHART | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
MURQUHART@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA FILIP | DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION & YOUTH FORMATION
LFILIP@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

AMY RUSSELL | CHILDREN’S FSF COORDINATOR 
ARUSSELL@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA COLLIN | CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR
LCOLLIN@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH


