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Dear SPA Family,

 Have you ever thought about what 
it means to be blind? To live in the eternal 
night, never to see the sun, the beautiful 
morning and twilight; never see the face of 
a loved one or the innocent eyes of a child; 
never to see a rainbow in the sky, colorful 
fl owers, and other natural wonders - it is a 
great misfortune and a great loss.
 The blind in this Sunday’s Gospel is a picture of all those who are blind to 
God and to God’s things. Oftentimes, evil blinds us all. However, we can recover 
and see again. How? The Divine Doctor is always nearby. In baptism, we 
received the grace of faith, God’s knowledge, God’s sight, new eyes of the soul. 
However, many did not keep this gift. Those who think that they can see, that they 
are righteous and wise, that they can cope on their own, remain in darkness, in 
weakness, limitation, and sin, and sin is the greatest darkness. They are terminally 
ill because they like the dark and don’t want to see through. They convince 
themselves that they are healthy and do not need a doctor. Even the greatest miracle 
will not open their eyes. They think it is easier to close their eyes than to change 
your mind, heart, and life.
 It’s likely that they have lost faith in any possibility of change. And yet Christ 
can do anything, and do it immediately, just as he immediately healed the blind man.
 Every sinner is blind because he cannot see where his good and happiness are, 
and he smells foul-smelling mud more than a fl ower. He loves this mud and rarely 
wants to see through. Let us try not to belong to the group of the spiritually blind.
 But we are not only to care for ourselves. Each of us is responsible for the 
other person. Do we contribute to making even the greatest sinner dare to turn to 
Christ with a request for healing, for breaking out of addictions, sins, religious 
indiff erence, and the destruction of love in the family?!
 Let us ask the Lord to see if we are blind. God gave man freedom already in 
the act of creation, so great that he was capable of opposing His will. This freedom 
was greatly respected by the Son of God. He knew the needs of every person he 
met, but he repeatedly said: “What do you want me to do for you?”
 Let us ask Christ with courage and trust for our transformation, especially 
during this Lent, so we all can “walk as children of light!” (Eph 5: 8).

Have a blessed week! Fr. Chris D. Ciastoń



MARCH 14, 2021  |  3

DONATIONS FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH
  Sunday - $19,237   Online Sunday - $17,394

Sharing - $932   Online Sharing - $1,269
  St. Vincent de Paul - $1,646 Online SVdP - $811
  Church in Central & Eastern Europe - $1,399



4  |  SAINT PAUL THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC PARISH - WWW.SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

BY: MARY PENICH
Today’s scriptures 
share a bit of God’s 
perspective on all of 
this.  During Lent, 
we hear some of 
our richest scripture 
passages.  Each one 
off ers a life-giving  
image of God’s love for us at work.  Last week, we recalled 
Jesus’ encounter with the woman from Samaria at Jacob’s 
well.  Jesus didn’t need the water he requested of her.  It was 
the woman who thirsted for something she’d sought after 
all of her life.  Jesus responded by quenching her thirst with 
the assurance that she was both valued and deeply loved by 
God.  Jesus sent her off  with the freedom to live accordingly.  
Today, we turn to Jesus’ encounter with the man born blind.  
Since birth, the man’s very existence had been tied to sin.  In 
the eyes of the people, the man’s parents must have sinned 
terribly.  To the people, it was their transgressions which 
prompted God to impose blindness upon their son.  The son 
of such sinful parents was of little worth to their community.  
It’s no wonder that those who saw the man after his cure 
failed to recognize him.  They’d often passed by him on 
the roadside, but had never taken the time to look at him.  It 
seems to me that they were the blind ones.  They were blind 
to God’s love for them and God’s love for their neighbors.  
They were blind to God’s love for the man who was born 
blind.  It was Jesus whose vision was intact.  Jesus saw 
every trial and tribulation which had devastated the people 
and their unseeing neighbor.  Jesus’ also saw each one of 
them as his own sibling, his sisters and brothers who shared 
in God’s love.  I’m convinced of God’s persistent love for 
each one of us because Jesus clearly revealed this precious 
gift to everyone he met along the way.

 Now that I’ve fi lled this space with the certainty of 
an expert regarding God’s persistent love, I must admit that 
I don’t always live up to that designation.  Like most of 
us, there are days when I don’t feel loved and I don’t love 
my neighbor very well.  There were a few mid-pandemic 
days which caused me to look upward to request some 
tangible evidence of God’s fondness for me and for us all.  
Fortunately, it didn’t take this amazing God of ours very long 
to provide just what I needed.  Through a ray of sunshine 
that brightened my desk, our grandchildren’s FaceTime 
smiles, an inspiring author, snowfl akes dancing beyond my 
window, a well-timed hug from the good deacon or a gentle 
nudge deep within me, God made it quite clear that I am 
loved.  With that, I fi nd that I’m an expert after all.  With 
that, I’ll get back to the best work any of us can do: Giving 
and receiving God’s love.

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT- GOD’S PERSISTENT LOVE  

Of everything I’ve learned about God in my life, 
the reality of God’s persistent love for each one of us 
is most important.  I write this not with hope, but with 
unshakable certainty.  Perhaps I’m convinced because 
love touched me early on when I rested in my mother’s 
womb.  My parents had two children and they’d hoped 
to have more.  I was the fi rst fruit of that eff ort.  My older 
sister and brother were seven and fi ve years of age at the 
time.  Unaware of the trouble a newborn sibling might 
bring, they joined in my parents’ expectation.  When 
I arrived, they happily welcomed me into our family.  
Each of them must have loved me well because I learned 
to treasure their unconditional acceptance.  As a result, 
throughout the decades that have followed, I’ve taken all 
references to God’s unconditional love to heart.  There is 
nothing more assuring in my joy and my sorrow, in my 
goodness and my guilt than being loved by God.        

 Acknowledging God’s absolute love for me has 
propelled me through the best and the worst of times.  
I survived the trauma and tragedies which beset me 
because I knew I wasn’t alone in any of them.  Though I 
felt at times that my world was collapsing around me, I 
managed to hold on because God remained with me.  In 
every instance, I knew that God understood my troubles 
and that God would love me through them.  This is 
reality for me.  This is reality for every one of us.   

 The problem in all of this is that it isn’t 
always easy to keep God’s love in the forefront of our 
experiences.  Though my parents and my older sister 
and brother off ered excellent lessons in love when they 
welcomed me into their lives, their skills were tested to 
the nth degree when I grew into an active toddler and my 
three younger sisters came along in quick succession.  
The excitement of each baby’s arrival faded in the 
shadow of the ever-growing responsibilities of raising 
a half-dozen children and living in a household with 
fi ve siblings.  Add to that my dad’s passing when the 
youngest of us was just three-and-a-half and it’s easy 
to see that my awareness of God’s persistent love was 
sometimes distorted or lost in the shuffl  e.  Still, God’s 
love remained in spite of my occasional lapses in noticing 
it.  My childhood began the onslaught of kindnesses 
great and small which have made all of the diff erence in 
the world to me throughout my life.  Whether I’ve been 
the recipient of these gestures or the source, dealing with 
God’s love has always been my best work.  Receiving 
and doling out God’s love is the best work any of us can 
do.  

©2020 MARY PENICH - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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This Lent, Let Operation Rice Bowl Help You 
To Feel Normal Again!

If you’re like most of us, you can hardly wait for life to get back to normal!  
Unfortunately, we know that the pandemic will be with us for a while longer.  
Sadly, the needs of the poor will continue to be with us as well.  Before our 
bout with COVID-19 began, our parish family participated in Operation Rice 
Bowl every Lent.  Do you remember those little rice bowl boxes that we took 
home and fi lled with our spare change (and paper money when we could)?  
Every year, your generosity exceeded expectations and allowed our parish to 
send a very helpful check to Catholic Relief Services to support the poor. 

This year, though everything else is as abnormal as can be, will you join us 
in taking a small step toward normalcy by participating in Operation Rice 
Bowl again?  It’s easier than ever!  If you’re able to come to church, pick up 
a Rice Bowl on your way in or out.  If you’re unable to come in, Rice Bowls will also be available in the bin 
outside of the west door.  If you’re unable to get a rice bowl, you and your family can save your coins and cash 
in any container.  At the end of Lent (we usually do this the week after Easter), place a check or your cash in 
the envelope that came with your rice bowl and drop it into the collection bins at church.  You can also mail 
that check to St. Paul’s or give that amount online.  Please don’t mail your checks to Catholic Relief Services as 
we’d like our parish to be credited for all of our donations.  This year, we’re avoiding dealing with coins due to 
pandemic constraints. So checks or cash will be very much appreciated! 

Deacon Mike oversees this project and every year he’s amazed by your generosity.  As always, he will see to it 
that every penny reaches Catholic Relief Services to be spent in service of the poor.  This year, our eff orts are 
more important than ever.  Thank you!
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KNIGHTS KORNER
Illinois State Council K of C Charities, Inc.

http://www.illinoisknights.org

CHOSEN TO GO AND BEAR FRUIT THAT WILL REMAIN

   

 
 
 
 

 

       

2017-2018 State Charities

FISH FRY UPDATE
PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF UPDATES OR CLARIFICATION IN BOLD

This year the Knights of Columbus – Divine Mercy Council - have 
partnered with a few well-known restaurants in the area.

• Fatman’s Restaurant in Gurnee, 847-244-8300, at 36309 Skokie Hwy. Gurnee, IL        
(Fish Platter and full menu)

• The Lake House in Lake Villa, 847-838-2700, at 850 Tower Drive, Lake Villa, IL           
(Fish Platter and full menu)

• Chicago Pizza Company, 847-855-1201, at 6170 Grand Ave. Unit #337, Gurnee, IL 
(Percentage of receipts on Full Menu – No Fish Platter Specials at this location).

• Primo Italian Dining 847-336-3446 at 720 N Milwaukee Ave., Gurnee, IL                   
(Credit on Full Menu Items; Percentage of receipts on Full Menu – No Fish Platter 
Specials at this location).

• Khayat Catering, 847-336-3166, at 720 N. Milwaukee Ave., Gurnee, IL                 
(Percentage of receipts on Full Menu - No Fish Platter Specials at this location).

*** BE SURE TO MENTION THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OR THE ST PAUL THE 
APOSTLE LENTEN FUNDRAISER FOR THE KNIGHTS TO RECEIVE CREDIT FOR ALL 
OPTIONS BELOW. ***

• The Fish Platter Special is only available at Fatman’s & The Lake House. The price 
for the Fish Platter at Fatman’s & The Lake House on Fridays is $12 (tax included) and 
includes 4 pieces of fi sh, fries, and coleslaw. Once again, the Fish Special is available at 
Fatman’s and The Lake House Only. Beverages would be extra. The off er is good for a 
Fish dinner at those restaurants any Friday in Lent. It is also requested that orders be 
placed before Thursday ensure adequate supplies.

• All other menu meal orders, at any of the above restaurants, qualify for a donation to the 
Knights of Columbus Charities during Lent. So, EVERY Friday in Lent can be Knights of 
Columbus Night. This could be for Inside Dining, Take Out or Curb side pickup. 

• In addition, they are off ering the Knights of Columbus a percentage of all the gift cards 
purchased during Lent. There is no expiration date on the gift cards, so stock up now 
for all your 2021 dining events, get a fantastic meal at a great restaurant and help all the 
Knights of Columbus Charities all at the same time. 

We are hoping to continue this relationship in future years so please make that call and 
patronize these local restaurants who have shown they are willing to step up and help our 
charities in their time of need, so please step up and help them out as well.

Thank you in advance for your continued generous patronizing of our events and 
contributions to the Knights of Columbus during these very trying times now and 
throughout the year.

Sincerely, George Behr
Grand Knight, Knights of Columbus – Divine Mercy Council
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PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Kathy Humann

Keith Lahey
Charlie Lucas

Kurt Lowe
Linda Marie Fote

Frances C Fletcher
Carmie Caluag
Vicki Wilson

Marty Reynolds
The Andrade Family

Bertha Quintero
Guillermo Parreno 

Xavier Parreno

Please know that we Pray for all of the sick 
at every Mass. however, if you would like 

your naMe or that of a sick loved one to be 
included in the list above, Please eMail or 

call keri at the Parish house. 
ksekany@saintPaultheaPostle.church 

847-918-0600

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 2021
5:00PM: Charles Suhling | John Hii |  Linda Meyer
      Kim Hix | Jack Henderson
      Jesus & Lilia Relampagos

SUNDAY, MARCH 14, 2021
7:30AM: Lawrence Lesza | Katherine Kowalewski 
      Santiago Villareal   
9:30AM: Stanley Kot | Frank Sas | Diego Estrada
11:30AM: Chuck Gresser | Gregorio Durban

MONDAY, MARCH 15, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family 
    
TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 2021
7:30AM: Gregorio Durban
    
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 2021
7:30AM: Theresa Quarino & Tina Torcivia | Isaac Martinez

THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 2021
7:30AM: Aileen Schooley | Dr. Narcisco Hilo, Sr.
      Joe Falotico

FRIDAY, MARCH 19, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family

SATURDAY, MARCH 20, 2021
5:00PM: Jim Hennelly | Charles Suhling | Isaac Martinez
      Emily & Walter Macrowski

SUNDAY, MARCH 21, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family  
9:30AM: Stanley Kot | Frank Sas | Diego Estrada
11:30AM: Tom Wessel | Rosemary Handey

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY: 
Is 65:17-21
Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b
Jn 4:43-54

TUESDAY: 
Ez 47:1-9, 12
Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9
Jn 5:1-16

WEDNESDAY: 
Is 49:8-15
Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 
17-18
Jn 5:17-30

THURSDAY: 
Ex 32:7-14
Ps 106:19-23
Jn 5:31-47

FRIDAY: 
2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16
Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29
Rm 4:13:16-18, 22
Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a

SATURDAY:
Jer 11:18-20
Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12
Jn 7:40-53

SUNDAY: 
Jer 31:31-34
Ps 51:3-4, 12-15
Heb 5:7-9
Jn 12:20-33

Unless a tree has borne Unless a tree has borne 
blossoms in spring, you will blossoms in spring, you will 
vainly look for fruit on it in vainly look for fruit on it in 
autumn.autumn.
    —Walter Scott    —Walter Scott

  “ 
”

Bethany Brosman
Carol McArthur
Maria Rodriguez
Robbie Franklin

Jeanette Albamonte
Natalie Styles

Yee Ivicek
Nicole Mendlik

Gunnar Shindledecker
Mae Goggins
Patty Hacker

Dorothy Bockstahler

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The wrath and the mercy of the 
Lord are revealed in the exile and liberation of 
the chosen people (2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23).

Psalm — Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever 
forget you! (Psalm 137).

Second Reading — By grace you have been saved 
(Ephesians 2:4-10).

Gospel — The Son was sent by God so that the 
world might be saved through him (John 3:14-21).
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AA PPOOWWEERRFFUULL 
RREETTRREEAATT OOFF 

CCOONNSSEECCRRAATTIIOONN 
TTOO MMAARRYY 

All are invited to participate in a POWERFUL RETREAT OF MARIAN CONSCREATION. It 
will be a 46-day sacred journey striving to live a virtuous life, and walking in the seven gifts of 
the Holy Spirit. The retreat will include 2 minutes of daily spiritual reading, a daily rosary, one
day of fasting, weekly talks/videos (30-50 min) with reflection questions. Receive extraordinary 
graces by joining in communal prayer and fasting for one another, for the SPA parish family, and
the nation.

The retreat will start on March 29th and culminate on May 13th, Our Lady of Fatima with 
a Total Consecration to Our Blessed Mother.

Consecration Options
1. In- Person: Monday 7:00-8:30pm - March 29, April *5, 12, 19, 26, May 3, 10 (5th is

Easter Monday, done at home)
2. Zoom: Tuesday, 7:00-8:30pm - March 30, April 6, 13, 20, 27, May 4, 11
3. At Home: Individual, couple, family or home group. Videos sent out on Mondays.

Register: Church Center or www.saintpaultheapostle.church

The book for the retreat, Mary’s Mantle Consecration: A Spiritual Retreat for Heaven’s Help by 
Christine Watkins can be purchased on Amazon. For home option, videos will be sent via email. 

“The goal of a virtuous life is to become like God.” – St. Gregory of Nyssa

The Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVdP) 
will be hosting a 7-week virtual pover-
ty awareness training series, If Not Me, 

Then Who? Empowering Our Neighbors.
This series takes participants on a jour-

ney that busts poverty myths and creates 
a deeper understanding of the lived real-
ity of poor and vulnerable families. The 
sessions are open to all parishioners and 

will begin on Monday April 12th. They 
will continue for 7 consecutive Mondays 
at 7:00 P.M. The sessions are offered on 
zoom. Study materials will be provided.  
Please see the website for registration 

or call the SVdP hotline 
847-347-0832.  
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PARISH OFFICE
KERI SEKANY | OFFICE MANAGER
INFO@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MUSIC LITURGY
RUTH PECK | DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
RPECK@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

JULIE JESTER | MUSIC MINISTRY ASSISTANT
JJESTER@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

SATURDAY EVENING:
5:00PM

SUNDAY:
7:30 | 9:30 | 11:30AM 

WEEKDAY MASS:
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY
7:30AM

MASS SCHEDULE

TUESDAY/THURSDAY MORNINGS
8:00AM

ADORATION

PASTORAL STAFF
REV. CHRIS CIASTON | PASTOR
FRCHRIS@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. JOE CURTIS | ASSOCIATE PASTOR
FRJOE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. BRAD ZAMORA | WEEKEND ASSISTANCE
BZ AMOR A@USML .EDU

DEACON MICHAEL PENICH
DE ACONMIKE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON IVAN SIAP
DE ACONIVAN@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BOB BIRCK
DE ACONBOB@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ROD REYES
DE ACONROD@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ANDY BAKER
DE ACONANDY@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BRENT BERTKE
DE ACONBRENT@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-918-0600

847-918-0600
6401 GAGES LAKE RD

GURNEE, IL 60031

BUSINESS OFFICE
BOB SEKANY | BUSINESS MANAGER
BUSINESS@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY

847-918-0600

HOURS: 8:30AM - 3:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-816-8677

SATURDAYS IN THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT CHAPEL
11:00AM

RECONCILIATION

ANCILLARY STAFF
KELLY KRUEGER | MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
KKRUEGER@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

RICH PLAGE | FACILITIES MANAGER
RPL AGE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

FAITH FORMATION & CATECHESIS
TAMMY OBERSTAR | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
TOBERSTAR@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MARY JO URQUHART | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
MURQUHART@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA FILIP | DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION & YOUTH FORMATION
LFILIP@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

AMY RUSSELL | CHILDREN’S FSF COORDINATOR 
ARUSSELL@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA COLLIN | CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR
LCOLLIN@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH


