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Dear SPA Family,

This weekend, we will hear again the description 
of the Lord’s Passion. We can only stop at the 
level of the story, description. But we can also go 
deeper. We may realize that this description is not 
just words. This is an event without which our 
lives would be meaningless. This is an event that 
opens up a diff erent perspective for us. Jesus 
lays down his life for us, for our lives, for our 
sins, for our happiness, for our eternity. Freely! 
He could have come down from the cross, but he 
didn’t. He could resign from his mission at any 
moment, but he did not.

We can view the Passion of the Lord only as a description. But we can see God’s love for us 
in this description. And if the Passion of the Lord is a song of God’s love for us, we must do 
something with ourselves, with our lives. 

Is there any way to discover this love? Yes… a little less hurry. It is worth stopping for a 
moment and ponder… Haste always prevents us from reaching love, truth, and goodness.

Jesus’ enemies are in a hurry too, because the Sabbath is drawing near. Time is short. 
Therefore, they provide arguments that cannot be checked or confronted. They want to get rid 
of the ‘problem of Jesus’ quickly. And they have a strong religious argument: the Sabbath is 
approaching.

How to stop the rush/hurry? There are many ways. One of them is working on conscience, 
listening to its voice. Pilate heard the voice of his conscience as he spoke the words, “I fi nd 
no fault in him”. It was, however, too weak a voice to resist the pressure of the crowd.

I think, more eff ort should be made to work on our conscience, too. Each of our conscience 
can be twisted – if this work is not performed. Working on conscience is a daily examination 
of conscience. It is making a decision to go back to God each day. Daily returns to God 
shape our conscience, position it properly, and make it sensitive to human reality. Everyday 
returns to God slow our lives, making us aware of their purpose. 

During this Holy Week, let us do our best to care for the daily examination of conscience 
while we make our daily returns to God and let us not hurry :)

Have a blessed Holy Week. Fr. Chris D. Ciastoń
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DONATIONS FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH
  Sunday - $28,115   Online Sunday - $25,920
  Sharing - $977   Online Sharing - $1,530
  St. Vincent de Paul - $1,933 Online SVdP - $1,239
  Church in Central & Eastern Europe - $2,067
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BY: MARY PENICH
Before turning to the 
Passion, I considered the 
kindness and acceptance 
which Jesus brought to 
those he met along the way.  
Jesus comforted each one 
by off ering physical and 
spiritual healing.  When 
I fi nally turned to the 
Passion reading, gratitude 
for God’s love had fi lled 
me up.

 As I read, a chill ran down my spine.  For just a 
moment, I couldn’t read further because I knew what was 
coming.  I looked away from the page and out the window 
which overlooks our backyard.  Sunshine poured over 
bushes which were hidden under mounds of snow just a 
few weeks ago.  Their bent and broken branches pointed 
every which way.  I wondered if they will ever return to their 
former beauty.  “This imagery isn’t lost on me, Dear God,” 
I whispered.  “Even when I’m bent and broken, you love 
me.”  With that, I took a deep breath and turned back to the 
Passion.  I poured over every word of this love story which 
unfolded so long ago for you and for me... 

 Only a few days of Lent 2021 remain.  As I consider 
how to proceed this week, I cannot forget the images I 
encountered as I thumbed through my bible.  That book 
proved to be as much of a family memento as the albums 
I’ve fi lled with photos of my children and grandchildren.  Of 
all of the memories I rediscovered on its pages, the life and 
death of Jesus off ered the clearest illustrations of God’s love.  
Today, as we revisit Jesus’ passion, let’s also remember that 
it is the culmination of God’s pursuit of us and of Jesus’ life 
among us.  Both express God’s love for each of us, you and 
me, bent and broken, just as we are.  

 On this fi rst day of Holy Week.  I invite you to join 
me in taking God’s love story very personally.  Busy as 
we are, let’s try to set aside time to spend with our God 
whose love never runs dry.  Together, let’s revisit our family 
memories by walking through Jesus’ last days.  Our parish 
family will share these experiences through our Holy 
Week liturgies. Whether we attend in person or online, this 
week’s gatherings on Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy 
Saturday will celebrate the best of our family lore.  We’ll 
remember together that God’s love story was written for 
each one of us and that there is always a place for us in 
God’s heart.  Even if you’re unable to attend, you will be 
with us in spirit throughout this week as we commemorate 
God’s love for us all.

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT- GOD’S LOVE STORY    

 I’ve fi lled this space with thousands of words 
regarding Lent.  Still, I’ve become distracted between 
writings.  Early on, I shared that we sometimes make 
Lenten plans which unfold precisely as we intended.  At 
other times, however, our own circumstances or events 
in the world around us disrupt our eff orts and send us in 
unexpected directions.  The best we can do is to manage 
the situation at hand and to do what we can to help 
ourselves and those around us to survive it.  Lent 2021 
has been a combination of these scenarios.  Though I’ve 
spent lots of time in conversation with our patient God, 
I’ve focused far more on the events unfolding around 
me. Registering to be vaccinated and helping others to 
do so was fruitful, but time consuming.  Though these 
and other of my eff orts accomplished much good, I 
longed to spend a bit more time up close and personal 
with God.

 One afternoon, when my dear husband was gone 
for a few hours, I did just that.  I grabbed my favorite 
bible and settled into my recliner.  This particular volume 
is a relic from my college theology courses.  Even back 
then, I considered it to be a family album of sorts.  That 
day, I decided to thumb through its worn pages in search 
of favorite memories.  After all, I’ve written often about 
God’s love and that bible has been a worthy reference 
on the topic.  The Old Testament teems with stories of 
God’s people who often failed to recognize God’s love 
for them.  Fortunately, every time the people ran amok, 
God’s helpers coaxed them back.  Prophets and other 
brave souls risked life and limb to remind all who would 
listen of God’s devotion.  The Old Testament ends with 
a weary promise that God’s day would fi nally come and 
God would be among us once again.  As we know, John 
the Baptist proclaimed just that before Jesus began his 
public life.  Jesus went on to reveal God’s unending 
love quite personally.  With this in mind, I turned to the 
Passion of Jesus from Mark’s gospel (14:1-15:47).

 As I read, my bible became more of a scrapbook 
than I’d intended. While I searched for Mark’s Chapter 
14, the headings of the sections which precede it fi lled 
me with memories.  Jesus encountered so many of us 
along the way: The Leper; The Paralytic at Capernaum; 
The Man with a Withered Hand; The Frightened 
Disciples during the Storm at Sea; The Hungry Crowd 
of Five Thousand; The Possessed Boy; The Children 
Whom Jesus Blessed; The Daughter of Jairus; The 
Woman with a Hemorrhage…  The list went on and on.  
Though they don’t appear in Mark’s gospel, I recalled 
my favorite parables as well: The Prodigal Son, The 
Wedding Feast, The Good Shepherd and The Lost Sheep.  

©2020 MARY PENICH - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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Operation Rice Bowl 2021... How To Turn In Your Donation...
This year, though everything else is as abnormal as can be, 
we’ll collect your Rice Bowl donations as usual.   If you come 
to church, place a check or your cash in the envelope that came 
with your rice bowl (or in any envelope marked “Rice Bowl”) 
and drop it into the collection bins.  You can also mail a check 
to St. Paul’s or give any amount online.  Make checks payable 
to St. Paul the Apostle Parish. We’ll submit a single check to 
cover all donations.  Please don’t mail your checks to Catholic 
Relief Services as we’d like our parish to be credited for all 
donations.  This year, because we’re avoiding dealing with coins 
due to pandemic constraints, checks or cash will be very much 
appreciated! This will also save Deacon Mike a trip to the bank’s coin machine. 
Deacon Mike oversees this project every year and every year he is amazed by your 
generosity.  We cannot thank you enough for taking this Lenten project to heart and for 
once again caring for God’s most needy children. Every penny you donate will help!
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KNIGHTS KORNER- FISH FRY UPDATE
This year the Knights of Columbus – Divine Mercy Council - have partnered with a few 

well-known restaurants in the area.

• Fatman’s Restaurant- (Fish Platter and full menu)

• The Lake House- (Fish Platter and full menu)

• Chicago Pizza Company- (Percentage of receipts on Full Menu – No Fish Platter Specials at this location).

• Primo Italian Dining- (Credit on Full Menu Items; Percentage of receipts on Full Menu – 
No Fish Platter Specials at this location).

• Khayat Catering- (Percentage of receipts on Full Menu - No Fish Platter Specials at this location).

*** BE SURE TO MENTION THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OR THE ST PAUL THE APOSTLE LENTEN 
FUNDRAISER FOR THE KNIGHTS TO RECEIVE CREDIT FOR ALL OPTIONS BELOW. ***

• The Fish Platter Special is only available at Fatman’s & The Lake House. The price for the Fish Platter at 
Fatman’s & The Lake House on Fridays is $12 (tax included) and includes 4 pieces of fi sh, fries, and coleslaw. 
Beverages would be extra. The off er is good for a Fish dinner at those restaurants any Friday in Lent. 

• All other menu meal orders, at any of the above restaurants, qualify for a donation to the Knights of 
Columbus Charities during Lent. So, EVERY Friday in Lent can be Knights of Columbus Night. 

• In addition, they are off ering the Knights of Columbus a percentage of all the gift cards purchased during 
Lent. There is no expiration date on the gift cards, so stock up now for all your 2021 dining events, get a 
fantastic meal at a great restaurant and help all the Knights of Columbus Charities all at the same time. 

We are hoping to continue this relationship in future years so please make that call and patronize these local 
restaurants who have shown they are willing to step up and help our charities in their time of need, so please step 
up and help them out as well.   Thank you in advance for your continued generous patronizing of our events and 
contributions to the Knights of Columbus during these very trying times now and throughout the year.

Sincerely, George Behr, Grand Knight, Knights of Columbus – 
Divine Mercy Council
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PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Kathy Humann

Keith Lahey
Charlie Lucas

Kurt Lowe
Linda Marie Fote

Frances C Fletcher
Carmie Caluag
Vicki Wilson

Marty Reynolds
The Andrade Family

Bertha Quintero
Guillermo Parreno 

Xavier Parreno

Please know that we Pray for all of the sick 
at every Mass. however, if you would like 

your naMe or that of a sick loved one to be 
included in the list above, Please eMail or 

call keri at the Parish house. 
ksekany@saintPaultheaPostle.church 

847-918-0600

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, MARCH 27, 2021
5:00PM: Charles Suhling | Arnulfo Masso 
      Maryalice Smith

SUNDAY, MARCH 28, 2021
7:30AM: Winston Casis | Janet Kobiella | Victor Peccioli  
9:30AM: Stanley Kot | Frank Sas | Pam Lahey
      Mary Loula | Joe Prosen Jr. 
11:30AM: Domingo Cacal | Jesusa Cuasay

MONDAY, MARCH 29, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family 
    
TUESDAY, MARCH 30, 2021
7:30AM: Janet Kobiella | Lina delos Santos
    
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family

THURSDAY, APRIL 1, 2021- HOLY THURSDAY
7:00PM: Jerry Mikols

FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021- GOOD FRIDAY

SATURDAY, APRIL 3, 2021- EASTER VIGIL
7:00PM: Charles Suhling | Ben Serrano 
      Sr. Mary Clennon CSC | Saturnino Regacho

SUNDAY, APRIL 4, 2021
7:30AM: Louis, Petrina & Joe Smetek | The Casis Family  
9:30AM: Anna & Oscar Morien | Thomas Rajchel
      Robert Chester Buttrey
11:30AM: Stefan Ciaston | The Hilo & Cacal Family

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY: 
Is 42:1-7
Ps 27:1-3, 13-14
Jn 12:1-11

TUESDAY: 
Is 49:1-6
Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17
Jn 13:21-33, 36-38

WEDNESDAY: 
Is 50:4-9a
Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 
33-34
Mt 26:14-25

THURSDAY: 
Ex 12:1-8, 11-14
Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 
17-18
1 Cor 11:23-26;
Jn 13:1-15

FRIDAY: 
Is 52:13 — 53:12
Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25
Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9
Jn 18:1 — 19:42

SATURDAY:
Gn 1:1 — 2:2
Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10,
12, 13-14, 24, 35;
Ex 14:15 — 15:1
Is 55:1-11

SUNDAY: 
Acts 10:34a, 37-43; 
Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 
22-23;
Col 3:1-4

Success is not final; failure is Success is not final; failure is 
not fatal: It is the courage to not fatal: It is the courage to 
continue that counts.continue that counts.
    — Winston S. Churchill    — Winston S. Churchill

  “ 
”

Bethany Brosman
Carol McArthur
Maria Rodriguez
Robbie Franklin

Jeanette Albamonte
Natalie Styles

Yee Ivicek
Nicole Mendlik

Gunnar Shindledecker
Mae Goggins
Patty Hacker

Elliott Delman

TODAY’S READINGS
Gospel at the Procession with Palms — 
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem (Mark 11:1-10).

First Reading — In spite of my sufferings I am 
not disgraced. I am not put to shame 
(Isaiah 50:4-7).

Psalm — My God, my God, why have you 
abandoned me? (Psalm 22).

Second Reading — Christ emptied himself, and 
God filled this emptiness with exaltation 
(Philippians 2:6-11).

Gospel — The account of Christ’s passion 
according to Mark (Mark 14:1 — 15:47 [15:1-39]).
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AA PPOOWWEERRFFUULL 
RREETTRREEAATT OOFF 

CCOONNSSEECCRRAATTIIOONN 
TTOO MMAARRYY 

All are invited to participate in a POWERFUL RETREAT OF MARIAN CONSCREATION. It 
will be a 46-day sacred journey striving to live a virtuous life, and walking in the seven gifts of 
the Holy Spirit. The retreat will include 2 minutes of daily spiritual reading, a daily rosary, one
day of fasting, weekly talks/videos (30-50 min) with reflection questions. Receive extraordinary 
graces by joining in communal prayer and fasting for one another, for the SPA parish family, and
the nation.

The retreat will start on March 29th and culminate on May 13th, Our Lady of Fatima with 
a Total Consecration to Our Blessed Mother.

Consecration Options
1. In- Person: Monday 7:00-8:30pm - March 29, April *5, 12, 19, 26, May 3, 10 (5th is

Easter Monday, done at home)
2. Zoom: Tuesday, 7:00-8:30pm - March 30, April 6, 13, 20, 27, May 4, 11
3. At Home: Individual, couple, family or home group. Videos sent out on Mondays.

Register: Church Center or www.saintpaultheapostle.church

The book for the retreat, Mary’s Mantle Consecration: A Spiritual Retreat for Heaven’s Help by 
Christine Watkins can be purchased on Amazon. For home option, videos will be sent via email. 

“The goal of a virtuous life is to become like God.” – St. Gregory of Nyssa

The Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVdP) 
will be hosting a 7-week virtual pover-
ty awareness training series, If Not Me, 

Then Who? Empowering Our Neighbors.
This series takes participants on a jour-

ney that busts poverty myths and creates 
a deeper understanding of the lived real-
ity of poor and vulnerable families. The 
sessions are open to all parishioners and 

will begin on Monday April 12th. They 
will continue for 7 consecutive Mondays 
at 7:00 P.M. The sessions are offered on 
zoom. Study materials will be provided.  
Please see the website for registration 

or call the SVdP hotline 
847-347-0832.  
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PARISH OFFICE
KERI SEKANY | OFFICE MANAGER
INFO@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MUSIC LITURGY
RUTH PECK | DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
RPECK@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

JULIE JESTER | MUSIC MINISTRY ASSISTANT
JJESTER@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

SATURDAY EVENING:
5:00PM

SUNDAY:
7:30 | 9:30 | 11:30AM 

WEEKDAY MASS:
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY
7:30AM

MASS SCHEDULE

TUESDAY/THURSDAY MORNINGS
8:00AM

ADORATION

PASTORAL STAFF
REV. CHRIS CIASTON | PASTOR
FRCHRIS@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. JOE CURTIS | ASSOCIATE PASTOR
FRJOE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. BRAD ZAMORA | WEEKEND ASSISTANCE
BZ AMOR A@USML .EDU

DEACON MICHAEL PENICH
DE ACONMIKE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON IVAN SIAP
DE ACONIVAN@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BOB BIRCK
DE ACONBOB@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ROD REYES
DE ACONROD@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ANDY BAKER
DE ACONANDY@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BRENT BERTKE
DE ACONBRENT@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-918-0600

847-918-0600
6401 GAGES LAKE RD

GURNEE, IL 60031

BUSINESS OFFICE
BOB SEKANY | BUSINESS MANAGER
BUSINESS@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY

847-918-0600

HOURS: 8:30AM - 3:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-816-8677

SATURDAYS IN THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT CHAPEL
11:00AM

RECONCILIATION

ANCILLARY STAFF
KELLY KRUEGER | MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
KKRUEGER@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

RICH PLAGE | FACILITIES MANAGER
RPL AGE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

FAITH FORMATION & CATECHESIS
TAMMY OBERSTAR | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
TOBERSTAR@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MARY JO URQUHART | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
MURQUHART@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA FILIP | DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION & YOUTH FORMATION
LFILIP@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

AMY RUSSELL | CHILDREN’S FSF COORDINATOR 
ARUSSELL@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA COLLIN | CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR
LCOLLIN@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH


