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Dear SPA Family,
God exists whether anyone believes in Him 
or not. He is the Creator of the world, He 
watches over it in His providence, He guides 
everything that exists to its goals. One can 
know quite a lot about such a God by listening 
or reading about him. But as long as it is not my 
God, it is only messages that are no different 
from any other.
The life changing event is discovering that 
this is my God. Then He appears as a great 
mystery that opens its doors to me. I can go 
in and I can be in this world, a thousand times 
more real than the one in which I was born into and I will die from. 
This world is transient, and God’s world is eternal and so vividly 
alive that there is not a trace of death in it.
We call such an encounter a conversion. It is the beginning of 
a new way of life. Thomas the Apostle was waiting for such a 
conversion. When he met the Risen One, he said shortly: “My 
Lord and my God.” Here, the word “my” is the most important. 
Many people are waiting for such an encounter.
St. Faustina encountered that ‘my God.’ She replied to Jesus 
succinctly: “Jesus, I trust in You.” This was her personal 
confession. She wanetd everyone to be able to say this to Jesus 
personally. In such an act, a new way of life is opened.
God’s mercy is best understood precisely by those who experience 
‘His intrusion’ into their lives. Whoever can say in his heart: 
“Jesus, I trust in You” is saved. Jesus is his (‘my’). He will repeat 
after Thomas: “My Lord and my God.”
Such an act of faith is always a declaration of love. For whoever 
I love is mine (‘my’). The personal dimension of reference to Jesus 
and to God the Father is extremely important in the act of faith. As 
long as, there is no such reference, so long the act of faith is weak 
and does not shape human lives.
This Sunday, Thomas the Apostle will call us for an answer to the 
question: “Is God yours?” Happy are those who use the word ‘my’ 
when speaking of God, because they know who they are talking 
about.

Happy Divine Mercy Sunday, Fr. Chris Ciastoń
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DONATIONS FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL
Sunday - $12,291   Online Sunday - $10,153
Sharing - $20   Online Sharing - $747
St. Vincent de Paul - $320 Online SVdP - $533
Easter- $20,599   Rice Bowl - $1,046



4  |  SAINT PAUL THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC PARISH - WWW.SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

BY: MARY PENICH
God used that grass to remind 
me that I’m not alone in any of 
this...

 On this Second 
Sunday of Easter, John’s 
gospel (20:19-31) shares 
Thomas’s bout with similar 
feelings. In the midst of his 
uncertainty after Jesus’ death, I think Thomas needed to 
determine what his association with Jesus actually meant 
to him.  John didn’t explain why Thomas missed Jesus’ 
fi rst post-resurrection visit.  Did Thomas leave the safety of 
the disciples’ hideout to experience the aftermath of Jesus’ 
death fi rsthand?  Did Thomas need to separate fact from the 
rumors swirling among the people for himself?  Did Thomas 
need to rediscover Jesus’ friendship out among the people 
where Jesus had fi rst befriended him?  Perhaps Thomas 
simply needed to mourn Jesus on his own terms.  John’s is 
the only gospel which reports Thomas’ absence and doubt 
regarding Jesus’ appearance.  Did the other gospel writers 
see something diff erent in this disciple?  As for me, I have 
great aff ection for Thomas because I often walk in his shoes.  

 I understand Thomas’s need to leave the others and 
to sort things out for himself because I’ve often needed to 
do the same.  I also understand Thomas’s elation when he 
fi nally saw the resurrected Jesus.  Though I continue to fret 
about the suff ering which plagues so many of us these days, 
I’ve also found the courage to turn my eyes upward and to 
recognize what Thomas did when he saw Jesus.  It is during 
these discouraging times that those pesky strands of Easter 
grass encourage me to echo Thomas’s response to Jesus: 
My Lord and my God, you love me!  My Lord and my God, 
you’re with me!  My Lord and my God, everything will be as 
it should be because of you! 

 On this second Sunday of Easter, strands of Easter 
grass remain here and there in the Penich House.  I’m going 
to respond to them by listening to my husband.  Maybe 
Someone is trying to tell me something.  Maybe God is 
using those lovely green cellophane strands to remind me 
that the promise of Easter remains with me every single 
day.  I assume that the timing of this realization is God’s 
insistence that I share this news with you.  So, today, let’s 
all take notice of God who is always present among us and 
within us.  Through the amazing people who love us, the 
wonders of Creation, a bit of written inspiration, a sung or 
whispered alleluia, a hopeful bit of worship in church or 
online, and a strand of green cellophane, God insists, “I am 
with you!  Always!”

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT- I AM WITH YOU! 

 From time to time over the years, I’ve reminisced 
with you about my annual reunions with Easter grass.  
I’ve shared that, as careful as I am to pick up after our 
grandchildren’s Easter visits, bits of Easter grass fi nd 
places to settle everywhere in our house.  Oddly enough, 
this year’s unintended distribution of those green 
cellophane strands began Palm Sunday weekend.  When 
I went to the basement to retrieve the kid’s baskets, I 
found an unopened bag of grass, a treasure left from 
last year.  I grabbed the baskets and that sealed bag and 
deposited them upstairs where I’d fi ll them.  Afterward, 
I headed to the kitchen to meet my dear husband for 
lunch.  On my way, a tiny bit of green caught my eye.  
Without a second’s delay, I said, “Here we go again!”  I 
looked at that green cellophane and asked aloud, “Where 
did you come from?”  No answer.  I hadn’t walked near 
the kitchen with either the baskets or that sealed bag of 
grass.  Still, a strand had found its way to the kitchen 
fl oor. 

 I scratched my head and continued to wonder 
as Mike and I prepared lunch.  When I explained this 
phenomenon to him, Mike laughed as he suggested, 
“Maybe someone’s trying to tell you something!”  I 
ignored Mike’s remark until I made my way upstairs to 
begin writing this refl ection.  When I saw a strand of 
green at the top of the stairs, I couldn’t help thinking 
that perhaps Mike was right.  (On occasion, he actually 
is correct about things!)  Before admitting that aloud, I 
considered all that had occurred.  Those Easter baskets 
were completely empty when I carried them upstairs 
and that bag of Easter grass was sealed.  So where had 
those bits of grass come from?  I looked upward and 
asked, “Are you trying to tell me something?”  Still, no 
answer...

 I was puzzled by all of this because I’ve never 
encountered stray bits of Easter grass before Easter 
Sunday.  I keep the house picked up before our family’s 
Easter celebrations, an easy enough task because the 
grandkids haven’t yet been here to empty those baskets 
of their treats and, inadvertently, of that grass.  That 
grass had never made an early appearance until this year.  
Why?  Finally, an answer...  There is an abundance of 
misery in this world.  While the pandemic continues, so 
do poverty and prejudice, violence and the illnesses and 
losses of our loved ones.  Many of us cope alone because 
we can’t be with those who usually support us.  So it is 
that, in the midst of these diffi  culties, God fi nds ways to 
speak to us.  If my dear husband is correct, perhaps God 
sensed my weariness over the state of our world and 

©2021 MARY PENICH - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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Our St. Vincent de Paul conference feels so very blessed to have so many generous donors 
who recently contributed to help us raise over $17,000 during our “SVdP Week of Giving” 

letter campaign last November.  Our original expectation was that we might get about $5000 
and as a result we have been blown away at your response. Please know we never take for 

granted the support we receive from our parishioners.

We’d like to provide an update on the activity of our SVdP conference during the COVID 
pandemic.  Originally we shut down with the rest of the country in the beginning of March.  
After seeing that other local conferences were servicing their neighbors in need, we made 
the decision to reopen our phone line and resumed responding to requests for assistance 
in June, conducting our visits via phone rather than in-person.  To be honest, requests for 

our help have been surprisingly slow due to the eviction and utility shutoff moratoriums in 
place.  When someone does call us, we direct them to contact the established social agencies 
that have received increased federal funding first, when applicable.  However, help has been 

provided to several families facing a variety of non-COVID-related financial obstacles. Our 
organization does feel we will get inundated with phone calls when the moratoriums are lifted.

We are seeking energetic volunteers to join our SVdP conference as several members 
have left our group recently.  If you are feeling nudged by the Holy Spirit to get involved 
and practice your faith in a practical concrete way, please consider calling our phone line 

(847)347-0832 to express your interest and to get more information.  We are a FUN group!!!!

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
I am there among them.” Matthew 18:20

Are you looking for inner calm?  Try Spiritual Direction.
My name is Sue Lucas. I am a new spiritual director, having recently completed 
the Spiritual Guidance Training Program through Siena Retreat Center.  I bring 

the gift of compassionate listening to share with individuals looking for a closer 
relationship with God. I am a parishioner here at St Paul the Apostle Church and 
a member of the core team for the Circle of Women and Vice President of the 

Society of St Vincent de Paul ministry. If you are interested in virtual sessions, you 
can reach me at 847-610-7913 or suelucas1013@comcast.net. 

 

Prayer Shawl Request
Are you or a loved one in need of a prayer shawl? Please complete the following 
information and place in the collection box at any of St. Pauls’ weekend masses. 

You will be contacted regarding pickup/delivery of the shawl.

Name: ___________________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________________________

eMail: ___________________________________________________________

The prayer shawl is for __ me  __another parishioner/friend

Shawl recipient is a ___male ___female 



8  |  SAINT PAUL THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC PARISH - WWW.SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Kathy Humann

Keith Lahey
Charlie Lucas

Kurt Lowe
Linda Marie Fote

Frances C Fletcher
Carmie Caluag
Vicki Wilson

Marty Reynolds
The Andrade Family

Bertha Quintero
Guillermo Parreno 

Xavier Parreno
Bethany Brosman

Please know that we Pray for all of the sick 
at every Mass. however, if you would like 

your naMe or that of a sick loved one to be 
included in the list above, Please eMail or 

call keri at the Parish house. 
ksekany@saintPaultheaPostle.church 

847-918-0600

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, APRIL 10, 2021
5:00PM: Charles Suhling | Katherine Kowalewski
 Susan Smith Horvath | Jack Henderson
 Edward Anderson | Teddy Andres
 Lialyn Javier | Yolanda Abante

SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2021
7:30AM: Victor Peccioli | Richard P. Siegel
      Randy Salvador | Benjamin Ignacio Sr.   
9:30AM: Victor & Joyce Schwartz | Monica Behnke
      Richard Martin
11:30AM: Chuck Gresser | Edward Anderson
 Lialyn Javier | Teddy Andres | Yolanda Abante

MONDAY, APRIL 12, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family 
    
TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 2021
7:30AM:  Monica Behnke | Alberto Montoya | Peter Higman
    
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family

THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2021
7:30AM: Bob Yerkes

FRIDAY, APRIL 16, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family

SATURDAY, APRIL 17, 2021
5:00PM: Sharon Wencka | Charles Suhling
 Emily & Walter Macrowski | Dorothy Lavin
 Sergio Vargas

SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 2021
7:30AM: Harry & Mary Faloon | Michael Kinahan   
9:30AM: Joseph Prosen Sr. | Gerardo Cruz | Joseph McCauley
11:30AM: Jeric Cuasay
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY: 
Acts 4:23-31
Ps 2:1-3, 4-9
Jn 3:1-8

TUESDAY: 
Acts 4:32-37
Ps 93:1-2, 5
Jn 3:7b-15

WEDNESDAY: 
Acts 5:17-26
Ps 34:2-9
Jn 3:16-21

THURSDAY: 
Acts 5:27-33
Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20
Jn 3:31-36

FRIDAY: 
Acts 5:34-42
Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14
Jn 6:1-15

SATURDAY:
Acts 6:1-7
Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19
Jn 6:16-21

SUNDAY: 
Acts 3:13-15, 17-19
Ps 4:2, 4, 7-9
1 Jn 2:1-5a
Lk 24:35-48

A cheerful giver does not count the A cheerful giver does not count the 
cost of what he gives. His heart is set cost of what he gives. His heart is set 
on pleasing and cheering the one to on pleasing and cheering the one to 
whom the gift is given.whom the gift is given.
   —St. Julian   —St. Julian

  “ 
”

Carol McArthur
Maria Rodriguez
Robbie Franklin

Jeanette Albamonte
Natalie Styles

Yee Ivicek
Nicole Mendlik

Gunnar Shindledecker 
Patty Hacker

Elliott Delman
Linda Lillington

Stanley C. Fletcher
Laureen Walsh
Patrick Walsh

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — With great power the apostles 
bore witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
(Acts 4:32-35).

Psalm — Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
his love is everlasting (Psalm 118).

Second Reading — The victory that conquers the 
world is our faith (1 John 5:1-6).

Gospel — Blessed are those who have not seen 
and have believed (John 20:19-31).
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Our Keynote Gala Speaker is Dr. Andrew Seeley 
Dr. Seeley teaches at Thomas Aquinas College and is the
Co-founder and Director of Advanced Formation at the
Institute for Catholic Liberal Education.

Join us for a night of fine dining, dancing, raffles & silent auction!
Student choir and ballroom dance performances!

TICKETS ON SALE NOW at

Please Join Us!
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PARISH OFFICE
KERI SEKANY | OFFICE MANAGER
INFO@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MUSIC LITURGY
RUTH PECK | DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
RPECK@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

JULIE JESTER | MUSIC MINISTRY ASSISTANT
JJESTER@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

SATURDAY EVENING:
5:00PM

SUNDAY:
7:30 | 9:30 | 11:30AM 

WEEKDAY MASS:
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY
7:30AM

MASS SCHEDULE

TUESDAY/THURSDAY MORNINGS
8:00AM

ADORATION

PASTORAL STAFF
REV. CHRIS CIASTON | PASTOR
FRCHRIS@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. JOE CURTIS | ASSOCIATE PASTOR
FRJOE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. BRAD ZAMORA | WEEKEND ASSISTANCE
BZ AMOR A@USML .EDU

DEACON MICHAEL PENICH
DE ACONMIKE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON IVAN SIAP
DE ACONIVAN@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BOB BIRCK
DE ACONBOB@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ROD REYES
DE ACONROD@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ANDY BAKER
DE ACONANDY@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BRENT BERTKE
DE ACONBRENT@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-918-0600

847-918-0600
6401 GAGES LAKE RD

GURNEE, IL 60031

BUSINESS OFFICE
BOB SEKANY | BUSINESS MANAGER
BUSINESS@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY

847-918-0600

HOURS: 8:30AM - 3:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-816-8677

SATURDAYS IN THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT CHAPEL
11:00AM

RECONCILIATION

ANCILLARY STAFF
KELLY KRUEGER | MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
KKRUEGER@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

RICH PLAGE | FACILITIES MANAGER
RPL AGE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

FAITH FORMATION & CATECHESIS
TAMMY OBERSTAR | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
TOBERSTAR@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MARY JO URQUHART | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
MURQUHART@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA FILIP | DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION & YOUTH FORMATION
LFILIP@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

AMY RUSSELL | CHILDREN’S FSF COORDINATOR 
ARUSSELL@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA COLLIN | CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR
LCOLLIN@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH


