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Dear SPA Family,

Marta’s attitude is extremely instructive in this 
weekend’s gospel. We need to draw the right 
conclusions from it. Lazarus’ sister, when asked 
about faith in Jesus, replies with the affi  rmation 
without hesitation. However, she begins her 
dialogue with the Master with the eloquent words: 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died” (Jn 11:3). This faith in God’s protection 
is even exemplary! God’s presence in life brings 
us prosperity! With such trust, we do not have to think about it, we do not look for immoral 
solutions. The very presence of the Lord sensitizes a person to the quality of His life and also 
gives a sense of security! Saint Augustine wrote vigorously centuries ago: “Let your profession 
of faith be like a mirror for you. Look at yourself in it to see if you believe everything you say. 
And every day enjoy your faith”. Therefore, it can be said that genuine faith translates into 
faithfulness in everyday life, in seeking God’s will, and in cooperation with the grace of the 
Lord!

Martha, however, does not stop at professing her faith in the power of Jesus’ presence. She 
adds confi dently: “I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask” (Jn 11:22). Only 
faith in God’s omnipotence allows such a clear declaration. In our lives, we often encounter 
powerlessness, a ‘wall’ of adversities, and our own helplessness. We often rely only on 
ourselves, assuming that everything depends on us. In our life decisions, we must allow God 
into our hearts because faith accepts total surrender to the Providence.

Let’s entrust our lives, problems, and loved ones to God. Martha proves that even in the face of 
an unexpected death, it is possible to stay with God without rebelling. Obviously, this is not an 
easy-to-implement attitude! When pain or suff ering comes, it’s easy to blame God. However, 
Jesus showed that a completely diff erent attitude is possible. In Lent, the Messiah proves that 
pain can be liberating. In suff ering, we have a chance to go beyond ourselves, our weaknesses 
and egoism, and discover the ceasing face of suff ering. Martha, bending over her brother’s 
grave, suff ered, but at the same time gave everything to God.

Let’s remember the attitude of John Paul II, who, waking up after the tracheotomy surgery, 
wrote on a piece of paper: “What have you done to me? After all: Totus Tuus (All Yours)”. Such 
total dedication to God is the common denominator of the attitude of Jesus, Martha and the 
Pope. It is also available and attainable for us. But one thing is needed: concern for our own 
faith! How to do it? Saint Paul urges us not to live according to the fl esh, but according to the 
spirit. It is possible “as long as the Spirit of God dwells in us” (Rom 8:9). So, let us take care of 
our inner temples of the Holy Spirit.

Have a blessed week! Fr. Chris D. Ciastoń
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DONATIONS FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH
  Sunday - $28,115   Online Sunday - $25,920
  Sharing - $977   Online Sharing - $1,530
  St. Vincent de Paul - $1,933 Online SVdP - $1,239
  Church in Central & Eastern Europe - $2,067
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BY: MARY PENICH
I looked upward to 
complain, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my 
priest would not have 
died.  Lord, he was a 
good, good man. If 
you had been here, 
you would have cured 
him!”          

 When the doctors diagnosed John with a rare 
cancer, he responded to the information with a vengeance.  
His faith had sustained him through the myriad of tests 
required to arrive at that ominous diagnosis.  He was 
almost matter-of-fact when he said, “If this is what God 
wants, I can handle it.”  With that, he entered a regimen 
of treatment that would have caused many of the rest of 
us to give up and to give in to the cancer.  Just a week 
before the phone call, John was doing extremely well.  
Indeed, he’d beaten the cancer.  The chemotherapy had 
ravaged his body to a serious degree, but not enough to 
take his life.  He was just forty-nine and he was a strong 
man.  Unfortunately, his lungs had unexpectedly failed to 
rebound as the rest of him had.  When the call came, I was 
so shaken that I couldn’t speak.  Still, I prayed, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my friend wouldn’t have died.  Lord, if 
you had been here, John would have lived.  He did all of 
the right things.  John was one of your best!”

 When faced with these losses and so many others, 
I’ve dared to ask, “Why Lazarus and not my brother 
or Father Bill or John?  Why not the others whom you 
and I love so dearly?”  John’s gospel tells us that Jesus 
responded to such questions with, “Did I not tell you that if 
you believe you will see the glory of God?”  Poor Martha, 
Mary and their contemporaries had little understanding of 
Jesus’ meaning when he spoke of resurrection.  Indeed, 
such talk planted seeds of fear and doubt in some of them.  
In an eff ort to dispel their fears, Jesus called his friend 
Lazarus back to this life while insistently repeating God’s 
promise of eternal life.  Why Lazarus and not my brother 
or Father Bill or John?  Why Lazarus and not your child, 
your spouse, your parent or your friend?  Jesus chose 
Lazarus for the important work of illustrating God’s 
promise of eternal life.  God chose my brother, Father 
Bill and John and each of our loved ones who has gone 
home to fulfi ll that very promise with an eternity of love.  
So it is that, fi nally, I pray, “Lord, you were here for my 
brother, Father Bill, John and all of our loved ones. They 
haven’t died at all. They live on with you!” 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT- A PROMISE FULFILLED 

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died.”   From today’s gospel, John 11:1-45

 I think one of the most diffi  cult experiences we 
have on this earth is watching life fade from the people 
we love. How much more diffi  cult it is when we lose 
someone unexpectedly! When given the chance, we 
bravely stand nearby to meet each updated diagnosis 
and prognosis with the hopeful expectation that better 
news is imminent.  Sadly, the day eventually arrives 
when the doctor suggests that hospice care may be 
helpful as we prepare to say good-bye.  Like Martha 
and Mary in John’s gospel, we know that uttering that 
good-bye is heartbreaking. 

 When my brother fi rst faced his diagnosis of 
diabetes, he ignored the information.  He was eighteen 
years old and he was invincible.  At twenty-six, he 
was warned that he must choose between a healthy 
diet and insulin and he chose neither.  At twenty-
seven, no choices remained and insulin became a part 
of his daily intake.  When he entered his forties, his 
prognosis didn’t call for a fi ftieth birthday.  Though 
he lived to be fi fty-three, his last several years 
included dialysis, ambulation with a walker, stints in a 
wheelchair and stay after stay in the hospital.  Several 
of those stays were predicted to be his last.  When he 
left the hospital a few months before his death and 
announced that he would never return, my brother 
predicted accurately.  He began his fi nal journey on 
the way to dialysis one day.  When he slumped over in 
the car, his wife drove his lifeless body to the hospital.  
There, his heart was stimulated just enough to beat 
a few more times before it stopped for the last time.  
We who loved him fl ocked to the emergency room in 
shock.  Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.  Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have gotten sick in the fi rst place! 

 My childhood parish priest and lifelong friend 
had smoked most of his life.  My only sightings of 
Father Bill without a cigarette were in church.  He’d 
suff ered a collapsed lung and a rare case of tuberculosis, 
yet he continued to smoke.  When the doctors told him 
about the emphysema, Father Bill fi nally quit. As for 
me, I couldn’t believe he’d given up his cigarettes. 
Apparently, this reminder of his mortality inspired 
my friend to abandon what was perhaps his only vice.  
Though this change and daily exercise netted him a 
few more years, Father Bill passed on prematurely.  
He took his leave with dignity and pain.  Once again, 
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This Lent, Let Operation Rice Bowl Help You 
To Feel Normal Again!

If you’re like most of us, you can hardly wait for life to get back to normal!  
Unfortunately, we know that the pandemic will be with us for a while longer.  Sadly, 
the needs of the poor will continue to be with us as well.  Before our bout with 
COVID-19 began, our parish family participated in Operation Rice Bowl every Lent.  
Do you remember those little rice bowl boxes that we took home and fi lled with 
our spare change (and paper money when we could)?  Every year, your generosity 
exceeded expectations and allowed our parish to send a very helpful check to 
Catholic Relief Services to support the poor. 

This year, though everything else is as abnormal as can be, will you join us in taking 
a small step toward normalcy by participating in Operation Rice Bowl again?  It’s 
easier than ever!  If you’re able to come to church, pick up a Rice Bowl on your way in or out.  If you’re unable 
to come in, Rice Bowls will also be available in the bin outside of the west door.  If you’re unable to get a rice 
bowl, you and your family can save your coins and cash in any container.  At the end of Lent (we usually do 
this the week after Easter), place a check or your cash in the envelope that came with your rice bowl and drop it 
into the collection bins at church.  You can also mail that check to St. Paul’s or give that amount online.  Please 
don’t mail your checks to Catholic Relief Services as we’d like our parish to be credited for all of our donations.  
This year, we’re avoiding dealing with coins due to pandemic constraints. So checks or cash will be very much 
appreciated! 

Deacon Mike oversees this project and every year he’s amazed by your generosity.  As always, he will see to it 
that every penny reaches Catholic Relief Services to be spent in service of the poor.  This year, our eff orts are 
more important than ever.  Thank you!
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KNIGHTS KORNER
Illinois State Council K of C Charities, Inc.

http://www.illinoisknights.org

CHOSEN TO GO AND BEAR FRUIT THAT WILL REMAIN

   

 
 
 
 

 

       

2017-2018 State Charities

FISH FRY UPDATE
PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF UPDATES OR CLARIFICATION IN BOLD

This year the Knights of Columbus – Divine Mercy Council - have 
partnered with a few well-known restaurants in the area.

• Fatman’s Restaurant in Gurnee, 847-244-8300, at 36309 Skokie Hwy. Gurnee, IL        
(Fish Platter and full menu)

• The Lake House in Lake Villa, 847-838-2700, at 850 Tower Drive, Lake Villa, IL           
(Fish Platter and full menu)

• Chicago Pizza Company, 847-855-1201, at 6170 Grand Ave. Unit #337, Gurnee, IL 
(Percentage of receipts on Full Menu – No Fish Platter Specials at this location).

• Primo Italian Dining 847-336-3446 at 720 N Milwaukee Ave., Gurnee, IL                   
(Credit on Full Menu Items; Percentage of receipts on Full Menu – No Fish Platter 
Specials at this location).

• Khayat Catering, 847-336-3166, at 720 N. Milwaukee Ave., Gurnee, IL                 
(Percentage of receipts on Full Menu - No Fish Platter Specials at this location).

*** BE SURE TO MENTION THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OR THE ST PAUL THE 
APOSTLE LENTEN FUNDRAISER FOR THE KNIGHTS TO RECEIVE CREDIT FOR ALL 
OPTIONS BELOW. ***

• The Fish Platter Special is only available at Fatman’s & The Lake House. The price 
for the Fish Platter at Fatman’s & The Lake House on Fridays is $12 (tax included) and 
includes 4 pieces of fi sh, fries, and coleslaw. Once again, the Fish Special is available at 
Fatman’s and The Lake House Only. Beverages would be extra. The off er is good for a 
Fish dinner at those restaurants any Friday in Lent. It is also requested that orders be 
placed before Thursday ensure adequate supplies.

• All other menu meal orders, at any of the above restaurants, qualify for a donation to the 
Knights of Columbus Charities during Lent. So, EVERY Friday in Lent can be Knights of 
Columbus Night. This could be for Inside Dining, Take Out or Curb side pickup. 

• In addition, they are off ering the Knights of Columbus a percentage of all the gift cards 
purchased during Lent. There is no expiration date on the gift cards, so stock up now 
for all your 2021 dining events, get a fantastic meal at a great restaurant and help all the 
Knights of Columbus Charities all at the same time. 

We are hoping to continue this relationship in future years so please make that call and 
patronize these local restaurants who have shown they are willing to step up and help our 
charities in their time of need, so please step up and help them out as well.

Thank you in advance for your continued generous patronizing of our events and 
contributions to the Knights of Columbus during these very trying times now and 
throughout the year.

Sincerely, George Behr
Grand Knight, Knights of Columbus – Divine Mercy Council
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PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Kathy Humann

Keith Lahey
Charlie Lucas

Kurt Lowe
Linda Marie Fote

Frances C Fletcher
Carmie Caluag
Vicki Wilson

Marty Reynolds
The Andrade Family

Bertha Quintero
Guillermo Parreno 

Xavier Parreno

Please know that we Pray for all of the sick 
at every Mass. however, if you would like 

your naMe or that of a sick loved one to be 
included in the list above, Please eMail or 

call keri at the Parish house. 
ksekany@saintPaultheaPostle.church 

847-918-0600

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, MARCH 20, 2021
5:00PM: Jim Hennelly | Charles Suhling | Isaac Martinez
      Emily & Walter Macrowski

SUNDAY, MARCH 21, 2021
7:30AM: Victor Peccioli 
9:30AM: Stanley Kot | Frank Sas | Diego Estrada
      Dorothy Bockstahler
11:30AM: Tom Wessel | Rosemary Hanley | Lia Javier
       Yolanda Abante  | Manuel Kalaw

MONDAY, MARCH 22, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family 
    
TUESDAY, MARCH 23, 2021
7:30AM: Patricia Machak | John Mohrfeld
    
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family

THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 2021
7:30AM: Rosemary Hanley | Diana Lonergan

FRIDAY, MARCH 26, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family

SATURDAY, MARCH 27, 2021
5:00PM: Charles Suhling | Arnulfo Masso 
      Maryalice Smith

SUNDAY, MARCH 28, 2021
7:30AM: Winston Casis | Janet Kobiella | Victor Peccioli  
9:30AM: Stanley Kot | Frank Sas | Pam Lahey
      Mary Loula | Joe Prosen Jr. 
11:30AM: Domingo Cacal | Jesusa Cuasay

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY: 
Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-
30, 33-62 [41c-62]
Ps 23:1-6
Jn 8:1-11

TUESDAY: 
Nm 21:4-9
Ps 102:2-3, 16-21
Jn 8:21-30

WEDNESDAY: 
Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95
Dn 3:52-56
Jn 8:31-42

THURSDAY: 
Is 7:10-14; 8:10
Ps 40:7-11
Heb 10:4-10
Lk 1:26-38

FRIDAY: 
Jer 20:10-13
Ps 18:2-7
Jn 10:31-42

SATURDAY:
Ez 37:21-28
Jer 31:10, 11-13
Jn 11:45-56

SUNDAY: 
Is 50:4-7
Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 
23-24
Phil 2:6-11
Mk 14:1 — 15:47 
[15:1-39]

I risk being wrong if I trust I risk being wrong if I trust 
too much. But I risk living too much. But I risk living 
in torment if I don’t trust in torment if I don’t trust 
enough.enough.
  —Anonymous  —Anonymous

  “ 
”

Bethany Brosman
Carol McArthur
Maria Rodriguez
Robbie Franklin

Jeanette Albamonte
Natalie Styles

Yee Ivicek
Nicole Mendlik

Gunnar Shindledecker
Mae Goggins
Patty Hacker

Elliott Delman

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — I will make a new covenant; I 
will write my law upon their hearts 
(Jeremiah 31:31-34).

Psalm — Create a clean heart in me, O God 
(Psalm 51).

Second Reading — Christ learned obedience 
and became the source of eternal salvation 
(Hebrews 5:7-9).

Gospel — If a grain of wheat falls to the ground 
and dies, it produces much fruit (John 12:20-33).
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AA PPOOWWEERRFFUULL 
RREETTRREEAATT OOFF 

CCOONNSSEECCRRAATTIIOONN 
TTOO MMAARRYY 

All are invited to participate in a POWERFUL RETREAT OF MARIAN CONSCREATION. It 
will be a 46-day sacred journey striving to live a virtuous life, and walking in the seven gifts of 
the Holy Spirit. The retreat will include 2 minutes of daily spiritual reading, a daily rosary, one
day of fasting, weekly talks/videos (30-50 min) with reflection questions. Receive extraordinary 
graces by joining in communal prayer and fasting for one another, for the SPA parish family, and
the nation.

The retreat will start on March 29th and culminate on May 13th, Our Lady of Fatima with 
a Total Consecration to Our Blessed Mother.

Consecration Options
1. In- Person: Monday 7:00-8:30pm - March 29, April *5, 12, 19, 26, May 3, 10 (5th is

Easter Monday, done at home)
2. Zoom: Tuesday, 7:00-8:30pm - March 30, April 6, 13, 20, 27, May 4, 11
3. At Home: Individual, couple, family or home group. Videos sent out on Mondays.

Register: Church Center or www.saintpaultheapostle.church

The book for the retreat, Mary’s Mantle Consecration: A Spiritual Retreat for Heaven’s Help by 
Christine Watkins can be purchased on Amazon. For home option, videos will be sent via email. 

“The goal of a virtuous life is to become like God.” – St. Gregory of Nyssa

The Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVdP) 
will be hosting a 7-week virtual pover-
ty awareness training series, If Not Me, 

Then Who? Empowering Our Neighbors.
This series takes participants on a jour-

ney that busts poverty myths and creates 
a deeper understanding of the lived real-
ity of poor and vulnerable families. The 
sessions are open to all parishioners and 

will begin on Monday April 12th. They 
will continue for 7 consecutive Mondays 
at 7:00 P.M. The sessions are offered on 
zoom. Study materials will be provided.  
Please see the website for registration 

or call the SVdP hotline 
847-347-0832.  
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PARISH OFFICE
KERI SEKANY | OFFICE MANAGER
INFO@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MUSIC LITURGY
RUTH PECK | DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
RPECK@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

JULIE JESTER | MUSIC MINISTRY ASSISTANT
JJESTER@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

SATURDAY EVENING:
5:00PM

SUNDAY:
7:30 | 9:30 | 11:30AM 

WEEKDAY MASS:
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY
7:30AM

MASS SCHEDULE

TUESDAY/THURSDAY MORNINGS
8:00AM

ADORATION

PASTORAL STAFF
REV. CHRIS CIASTON | PASTOR
FRCHRIS@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. JOE CURTIS | ASSOCIATE PASTOR
FRJOE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. BRAD ZAMORA | WEEKEND ASSISTANCE
BZ AMOR A@USML .EDU

DEACON MICHAEL PENICH
DE ACONMIKE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON IVAN SIAP
DE ACONIVAN@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BOB BIRCK
DE ACONBOB@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ROD REYES
DE ACONROD@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ANDY BAKER
DE ACONANDY@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BRENT BERTKE
DE ACONBRENT@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-918-0600

847-918-0600
6401 GAGES LAKE RD

GURNEE, IL 60031

BUSINESS OFFICE
BOB SEKANY | BUSINESS MANAGER
BUSINESS@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY

847-918-0600

HOURS: 8:30AM - 3:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-816-8677

SATURDAYS IN THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT CHAPEL
11:00AM

RECONCILIATION

ANCILLARY STAFF
KELLY KRUEGER | MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
KKRUEGER@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

RICH PLAGE | FACILITIES MANAGER
RPL AGE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

FAITH FORMATION & CATECHESIS
TAMMY OBERSTAR | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
TOBERSTAR@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MARY JO URQUHART | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
MURQUHART@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA FILIP | DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION & YOUTH FORMATION
LFILIP@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

AMY RUSSELL | CHILDREN’S FSF COORDINATOR 
ARUSSELL@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA COLLIN | CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR
LCOLLIN@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH


