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Dear SPA Family,
It’s hard for us to earn acceptance in life. And yet we want to be in a group 
of people who think at least the same. What stands in the way? Let’s look 
into this weekend readings for answers. They deal with the disease of 
leprosy. All patients had to strictly follow the rules about what to do. “A 
leper suffering from this disease will have his clothes torn, his hair in a disorder, 
his chin veiled, and he will cry out, ’Unclean, unclean’!” (Leviticus 13:45). So, 
they were isolated from the rest of society. 
It might seem that this is a long past. And yet not. Nowadays, we are dealing 
more and more often with another form of the disease: social leprosy. It 
is asymptomatic but severe for those affected. The sick, as in the case of 
real lepers, are isolated from the rest, and additionally they are treated as 
unwanted, unneeded, and redundant. 
Even though they sometimes have a lot of good news, advice, or 
information to convey, they are not seen, their dignity is trampled on, and 
they are even killed with psychic daggers. Those who ‘get sick’ are mostly 
sensitive people, internally rich, but ‘unfashionable’ for others. They are 
doomed to be misunderstood and ridiculed. Isolated, they still create, think, 
work, volunteer. They want to be helpful and needed. And that’s what they 
are ridiculed for.
Therefore, while listening to this weekend’s readings and the Gospels, let us 
look around us. Are there nearby those who have been pushed aside like lepers 
by us or by others? Or maybe we don’t like the fact that they are different than 
us? 
As Christians, we are to love one another, and this means finding 
understanding for those we call misfits. Saint Paul, in his letter to the 
Corinthians, says: “Avoid giving offense, whether to the Jews or Greeks or the 
church of God.” (1 Cor 10:32). We can read it as a call to accept the people we 
reject, or are rejected by others, for various reasons.
Christ perfectly understood the ailments of illness, and also knew the status 
of the rejected, misunderstood, because he had experienced it many times. 
As the Son of God, He could help those in need. He showed mercy to the 
one asking for healing, saying these words: “I do will it. Be made clean!” (Mk 
1:41b). 
Conclusions? Let us not dismiss someone who according to our standards 
is a little different. Let us show him, like Christ, mercy, saying – Brother, 
Sister, come with us, be with us.
Jesus Christ, constantly deepen our love for our neighbors, teach us to give 
love to people as you give your Love to each of us.                                             

Have a blessed weekend, Fr. Chris D. Ciastoń
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DONATIONS FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY
  Sunday - $13,810   Online Sunday - $17,880
  Sharing - $802   Online Sharing - $1,313
  St. Vincent de Paul - $305 Online SVdP - $1362
  SOUPer Bowl - $4,358  

2021 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
Come, follow me … and bring hope to the world.  Our parish is conducting our cam-

paign for the Annual Catholic Appeal. Please remember that the Annual Catholic 
Appeal is much different than a one-time special collection. It is a pledge campaign  

where you can make a gift payable in installments.

The Annual Catholic Appeal theme, “Come, follow me … and bring hope to the 
world,” was selected because as disciples of Jesus, we follow the Master who both 
gives us hope and sends us to bring hishope to our world that needs it so much.  

Each pledge makes a difference! All parishes communities participate in the 
campaign and the gifts of many enable our parishes, schools and ministries to 

deliver needed services. 

Thank you for your
prayerful consideration 
and generous response.

To make your gift, you can 
complete the mail-in 

giving envelope available at 
church or make a gift 

online at 
annualcatholicappeal.com 
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BY: MARY PENICH
the courage to kneel 
before Jesus.  In the 
end, the man found 
what he’d hoped for: 
“Moved with pity, Jesus 
stretched out his hand 
and touched him…”

 I think each of 
us can recall moments 
when we’ve felt 
the isolation of the 
lepers chronicled in 
the scriptures.  The 
pandemic has provided 
us ample opportunity 
to taste their suff ering.  
Other ongoing circumstances do the a same.  A series of 
chemotherapy treatments or the continuous criticism of 
someone close by can isolate us.  Muscles and tendons 
that refuse us the movement we once took for granted 
limit our possibilities.  The awkwardness of growing into 
adulthood or that constant sense of not belonging make us 
feel alone.  Being separated from our siblings, our children 
and grandchildren, our work communities, our neighbors 
and our church family does the same.  In all of this, we 
feel isolated as we wonder “Why?”  It is then that we must 
embrace the hope of the man who was cured and reach 
outside of ourselves just as he did.

 Jesus was taken with all of God’s needy children.  
So his reaction to that leper was nothing new.  Jesus came 
to give us a taste of God’s all-encompassing love and that 
is precisely what he did.  Jesus looked beyond the physical 
presence of those before him and peered into their hearts.  
Jesus separated each ones failures from his or her value as 
God’s child.  Jesus reached out to everyone who wondered 
“Why?” to share the healing to be found in God’s love for 
them.  Afterward, Jesus sent out each one of them to share 
that love as only he or she could.

 It seems to me that this COVID-19 world has given 
us a taste of that leper’s plight.  We’ve learned fi rsthand that 
life on this earth can be more than diffi  cult and that isolation 
only adds to the pain.  At the same time, it has also revealed 
God’s love at work in tireless healthcare workers, in the 
many who’ve recovered, in cancer cures, in a revitalized 
work life, in essential workers who show up every day and 
in an assortment of joyful out-of-the-blue moments.  Why?  
Because God responds with endless love just as Jesus 
promised.  Why?  Because God hopes that we’ll accept that 
love as the man who had leprosy did and that we’ll share 
that love as only we can…

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT- HEALED BY GOD’S LOVE 

I’ve been familiar with scripture passages which 
reference those plagued by leprosy since childhood.  
In addition to our traditional family bible, we had a 
children’s bible which featured numerous colorful 
illustrations.  For me, these artistic portrayals brought the 
scriptures to life.  I enjoyed thumbing through page after 
page to fi nd evidence of God’s ongoing interactions with 
us.  Most of what I encountered along the way gave me 
reason to celebrate life on this earth.  My meetings with 
those poor lepers did not.  I habitually left those passages 
wondering, “Why?”  I suppose it isn’t surprising that 
my experience with this pandemic has been similar.  It 
was diffi  cult enough to realize that our eff orts to shelter-
in-place would be ongoing for some time.  When more 
and more people became ill, this reality took on an even 
darker tone.  When the numbers of those who losing their 
battles with COVID-19 increased, I wondered “Why?” 
with ever-increasing sadness.

 COVID-19 was a tough diagnosis early on 
because both patients and their medical teams had no 
idea of what was in store.  Though most people simply 
endured quarantine, too many required hospitalization.  
Today, because we’ve learned a good deal, treatment 
is more eff ective and vaccines are being administered.  
Still, some of those hospitalized with the virus continue 
to lose their battles.  Again, I wonder, “Why?”  As I 
read through today’s scripture passages, I realized that 
I understand the plight of those stricken with leprosy 
more than ever before.  

 Leprosy was among the most diffi  cult affl  ictions 
our biblical counterparts endured.  Today’s fi rst reading 
(Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46) illustrates this quite clearly.  
Isolation was the indisputable remedy for the disease.  
While this arrangement did nothing to help the ailing 
leper, it kept the rest of the community safe.  Though a 
leper might have died of a broken spirit or a broken heart 
long before the leprosy took its toll, there was nothing 
more that anyone could have or would have done.  
Because the people thought sin caused that dreaded 
disease, there was no reason to pity its victims.  To them, 
it was only right to abandon and to isolate such evil. 

 Centuries later, when lepers continued to be 
dealt with mercilessly, one leper dared to defy The 
Law.  Rather than cry out “Why?”, this man took action.  
Today’s gospel (Mark 1:40-45) tells us that the terrible 
disease had taken all that mattered from this man.  He 
had nothing to lose when he approached Jesus.  More 
importantly, the man sensed that he had everything to 
gain!  Somehow, his ravaged skin felt the warmth of 
Jesus’ love.  Somehow, rather than the hatred and fear 
the man saw in his neighbors’ eyes, he saw acceptance 
in Jesus’ eyes.  Somehow, though threatened by the 
authorities who forbade such contact, that leper found 
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This year we are allowed to distribute ashes, however they will be sprinkled 
on the top of the head as is frequently done in Europe, instead of signing 

with ashes on the forehead.  Register online or call the office. 
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PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Diana Lonergan
Kathy Humann

Keith Lahey
Michele Dulak Beye

Charlie Lucas
Kurt Lowe

Linda Marie Fote
Frances C Fletcher

Carmie Caluag
Vicki Wilson

Marty Reynolds
The Andrade Family

Bertha Quintero
Guillermo Parreno 

Please know that we Pray for all of the sick 
at every Mass. however, if you would like 

your naMe or that of a sick loved one to be 
included in the list above, Please eMail or 

call keri at the Parish house. 
ksekany@saintPaultheaPostle.church 

847-918-0600

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2021
5:00PM: Pat Terry  | Charles Suhling
      Emily & Walter Macrowski 
                 Meliojefa Daulo 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2021
7:30AM: The Smetek Family    
9:30AM: Anna & Oscar Morien | The Schwartz Family
11:30AM: Salvador Pangilinan | Diane Goralczyk
       Sanjuana Parada-Alvarez
       J. Jesus Hernandez- Barriga

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family 
    
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family
    
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2021- ASH WEDNESDAY
7:30AM: For the Parish Family
7:00PM: For the Parish Family

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2021
7:30AM: Toni Redden

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2021
5:00PM: Dorothy Such  | Charles Suhling
      Marilyn Herety  | Egor Zurbano
                 Father Lukas

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2021
7:30AM: The Casis Family | Mark Zblewski     
9:30AM: Jennie Penich
11:30AM: Rose Lundberg | Neva Stevens

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY: 
Gn 4:1-15, 25
Ps 50:1, 8, 16bc-17, 
20-21
Mk 8:11-13

TUESDAY: 
Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10
Ps 29:1a, 2, 3ac-4, 
3b, 9c-10
Mk 8:14-21

WEDNESDAY: 
Jl 2:12-18
Ps 51:3-6ab, 12-14, 17
2 Cor 5:20 — 6:2
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18

THURSDAY: 
Dt 30:15-20
Ps 1:1-4, 6
Lk 9:22-25

FRIDAY: 
Is 58:1-9a
Ps 51:3-6ab, 18-19
Mt 9:14-15

SATURDAY:
Is 58:9b-14
Ps 86:1-6
Lk 5:27-32

SUNDAY: 
Gn 9:8-15
Ps 25:4-9
1 Pt 3:18-22
Mk 1:12-15

Let your heart feel for the Let your heart feel for the 
afflictions and distress of afflictions and distress of 
everyone, and let your hand give everyone, and let your hand give 
in proportion to your purse.in proportion to your purse.
 —George Washington —George Washington

  “ 
”

Xavier Parreno
Bethany Brosman
Carol McArthur
Maria Rodriguez
Robbie Franklin

Jeanette Albamonte
Caroline Shebenik

Natalie Styles
Yee Ivicek

Nicole Mendlik
Gunnar Shindledecker

Mae Goggins
Patty Hacker

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The leper will dwell apart, mak-
ing an abode outside the camp 
(Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46).

Psalm — I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, 
and you fill me with the joy of salvation 
(Psalm 32).

Second Reading — Do everything for the glory of 
God; be imitators of Christ 
(1 Corinthians 10:31 — 11:1).

Gospel — The leprosy left him immediately, and 
he was made clean (Mark 1:40-45).
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AN UPDATE FROM OUR ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE
Our St. Vincent de Paul conference feels so very blessed to have so many generous donors 
who recently contributed to help us raise over $17,000 during our “SVdP Week of Giving” 

letter campaign last November.  Our original expectation was that we might get about $5000 
and as a result we have been blown away at your response. Please know we never take for 

granted the support we receive from our parishioners.

We’d like to provide an update on the activity of our SVdP conference during the COVID 
pandemic.  Originally we shut down with the rest of the country in the beginning of March.  
After seeing that other local conferences were servicing their neighbors in need, we made 
the decision to reopen our phone line and resumed responding to requests for assistance 
in June, conducting our visits via phone rather than in-person.  To be honest, requests for 

our help have been surprisingly slow due to the eviction and utility shutoff moratoriums in 
place.  When someone does call us, we direct them to contact the established social agencies 
that have received increased federal funding first, when applicable.  However, help has been 

provided to several families facing a variety of non-COVID-related financial obstacles. Our 
organization does feel we will get inundated with phone calls when the moratoriums are lifted.

We are seeking energetic volunteers to join our SVdP conference as several members 
have left our group recently.  If you are feeling nudged by the Holy Spirit to get involved 
and practice your faith in a practical concrete way, please consider calling our phone line 

(847)347-0832 to express your interest and to get more information.  We are a FUN group!!!!

KNIGHTS KORNER
COATS FOR KIDS!

Our Coats for kids’ campaign was a success this year as we were able to deliver 2 cases of brand-new boys 
and girls coats (24 total), along with a large garbage back of assorted hats, scarves, and gloves, that other 
ministries had collected, to Catholic Charities to be delivered to needy children in Lake County.

FISH FRY COMING – SAVE THE TENTATIVE DATES – 2/26/2021, 3/12/2021, & 3/26/2021.

Believe it or not but our annual Fish Fry event is not too far off. Ash Wednesday is February 17th this year, so 
we are working diligently and creatively this year to try to bring them back this year. As you may recall, we 
were only able to get one Fish Fry in last year before COVID hit. So, we are working with the all the creative 
minds at the Parish Office and elsewhere to try and come up with suitable alternative plan for this year. We 
hope to have 3 Fish Frys this year. Fr Chris requested 3 last year, but we had to disappoint him. Hopefully, 
this year we will make his dream a reality. We are planning our events and the tentative dates are February 
26th, March 12th, and March 26th. FYI - Easter is on April 4th this year. As we will be unable to use any of 
the facilities of the church, we will be required to set up our preparation and distribution center somewhere 
else on the parish campus grounds and hopefully have pre-ordering and payment via the parish website with 
curb side pickup only. There will be no onsite dining. This Drive-up delivery system hopefully will allow 
more parishioners, family friends and neighbors to participate by having one family member stopping off for 
pickup for the entire family. We hope to be able to obtain the needed extra equipment for an outdoor event 
without any additional expenses, but those details are still being worked out. Please stay tuned for updates 
on our efforts.   

Thank you in advance for your continued generous patronizing of our events and contributions to the 
Knights of Columbus during these very trying times now and throughout the new year.

Sincerely, George Behr, Grand Knight, Knights of Columbus – Divine Mercy Council
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PARISH OFFICE
KERI SEKANY | OFFICE MANAGER
INFO@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MUSIC LITURGY
RUTH PECK | DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
RPECK@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

JULIE JESTER | MUSIC MINISTRY ASSISTANT
JJESTER@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

SATURDAY EVENING:
5:00PM

SUNDAY:
7:30 | 9:30 | 11:30AM 

WEEKDAY MASS:
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY
7:30AM

MASS SCHEDULE

TUESDAY/THURSDAY MORNINGS
8:00AM

ADORATION

PASTORAL STAFF
REV. CHRIS CIASTON | PASTOR
FRCHRIS@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. JOE CURTIS | ASSOCIATE PASTOR
FRJOE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. BRAD ZAMORA | WEEKEND ASSISTANCE
BZ AMOR A@USML .EDU

DEACON MICHAEL PENICH
DE ACONMIKE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON IVAN SIAP
DE ACONIVAN@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BOB BIRCK
DE ACONBOB@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ROD REYES
DE ACONROD@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ANDY BAKER
DE ACONANDY@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BRENT BERTKE
DE ACONBRENT@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-918-0600

847-918-0600
6401 GAGES LAKE RD

GURNEE, IL 60031

BUSINESS OFFICE
BOB SEKANY | BUSINESS MANAGER
BUSINESS@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY

847-918-0600

HOURS: 8:30AM - 3:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-816-8677

SATURDAYS IN THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT CHAPEL
11:00AM

RECONCILIATION

ANCILLARY STAFF
KELLY KRUEGER | MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
KKRUEGER@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

RICH PLAGE | FACILITIES MANAGER
RPL AGE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

FAITH FORMATION & CATECHESIS
TAMMY OBERSTAR | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
TOBERSTAR@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MARY JO URQUHART | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
MURQUHART@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA FILIP | DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION & YOUTH FORMATION
LFILIP@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

AMY RUSSELL | CHILDREN’S FSF COORDINATOR 
ARUSSELL@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA COLLIN | CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR
LCOLLIN@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH


