


2  |  SAINT PAUL THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC PARISH - WWW.SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

Dear SPA Family,
A few years ago, I was walking down the street and I saw 
my friend walking with his dog, a St. Bernard. It would 
not be surprising, if not for the fact that my friend with 
his dog on a leash was walking in a zigzag, from tree 
to tree. “Hello friend, where are you going?” I asked. 
“I don’t know, ask my dog!,” he replied. It turns out that 
we can be owners of dogs, but we may not own them 
because they may own us. 

We should acquire things in a way so that what we acquire does not enslave us. Isn’t it 
ridiculous to find someone who has bought a piece of new electronic equipment and then 
complains that they cannot leave the house because they have to use it? Or someone who has 
bought a new car and spends all days admiring, washing, and waxing it, and nights making sure 
it doesn’t get stolen? Shhhh… I was one of them :-)

What is this ridiculousness? Well, electronics or cars are not worth our lives. They are to serve 
us, not vice versa. If the opposite is the case, we are drifting away from true happiness. Why? 
Because we don’t know the proper hierarchy of values, treating things that are not important 
as the most important. It’s as if someone wanted to go home, but he tried to convince not a taxi 
driver, but instead... a tire to take him home.

The point is not to negate all the pleasures in life, but to choose what is really good, 
important, valuable. And the key to the right choice is the words which we will hear this 
Sunday “for the world in its present form is passing away” (1 Cor 7:31). This way, we can 
distinguish what is really important and what is not.

Simon, his brother Andrew or James, son of Zebedee, had their lives in order, they had their 
hierarchy of values, their boats, their world. Everything was in place for them. But when Jesus 
came, one sentence was enough for them to leave their jobs, wages, and families. “Come 
after me, and I will make you fishers of men” (Mk 1:17). Suddenly, they found that there was 
something more important, something worth giving it all up. They left everything and followed 
Jesus.

God wants us to win our lives. Therefore, when we lose the proper hierarchy of values, when 
something less important – money, fame, power, vanity, selfishness - takes over us, it is worth 
remembering what is most important in our lives. 

Just as God did, reminding the people of Nineveh whose lives were absorbed only with 
possessions. Jonah remaindered them, that what they thought was important would disappear. 
The people of Nineveh converted, changed their thinking and the hierarchy of values.

Is it worthwhile to deal with this in our lives, since “the world in its present form is 
passing away”? 

I invite you to reflect on this question this week as we are coming closer to another liturgical 
season in the Church, Lent.

Have a blessed weekend, Fr. Chris D. Ciastoń
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DONATIONS FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY
  Sunday - $48,191   Online Sunday - $24,228

Sharing - $1,255   Online Sharing - $1,495
  St. Vincent de Paul - $2,096 Online SVdP - $1,415

Christmas - $22,249  
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BY: MARY PENICH
they answered God’s 
call as best they could 
by doing what they 
felt was the right 
thing.  Adulthood has 
a way of adjusting 
our attitudes and 
perspectives.  As I grew into this complicated phase, reality 
forced me to reevaluate my assessment of humankind.  I had 
to admit that not every person is concerned with following 
God’s call.  I discovered that seemingly good people can 
cause trouble just as surprisingly as extremely troubled 
people can accomplish great good.  The experiences which 
bring us to adulthood seem to sharpen our sensitivities 
in some areas, while dulling them in others. Though a 
propensity to “be good” may remain, our understanding of 
what it means to be good may evolve into something very 
diff erent.  In the end, I’ve learned that there is no predicting 
the great goodness of which we’re capable and there is no 
predicting the opposite phenomenon.  

 Jesus said, “Come after me…”  When I visited the 
Holy Land and walked to the places where Jesus repeated 
these and similar words to his disciples, I was struck 
by barbed wire fences in the distance, armed guards on 
street corners and areas off  limits to people not of a given 
faith.  I was struck by borders shared with enemy nations, 
neighborhoods inhabited by the extremely devout and their 
opposites and by marketplaces where they all converged.  
I was struck by how well the local people, regardless of 
their faith and ethnicity, got along.  In spite of their apparent 
diff erences, all concerned call the Holy Land home and they 
call one another friend.  Finally, I was struck by the fact that 
those I saw in that precious place, my travel companions 
and all of us resemble more closely than we might think 
those to whom Jesus called, “Come after me…”  In spite 
of our diff erences, God calls every one of us with the same 
words again and again and again.

 So, where do we begin?  During this diffi  cult time, 
I’m going to begin by taking God’s call literally: Come 
after me as I walk with your neighbor. Come after me as 
I fi nd good in her and him. Come after me as I inspire you 
with my own example. Come after me as I forgive your 
shortcomings. Come after me as I encourage each of you to 
use your gifts. Come after me as I love you just as you are. 
Come after me...  I’m not as unsettled as I was when I began 
this writing. Though our circumstances are diffi  cult, we 
aren’t in them alone.  We have God and we have one another.

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT- COME AFTER ME...

 I prepared this refl ection in the aftermath of the 
turmoil which began on January 6 at the United States 
Capitol.  I felt eerily unsettled when I sat at my keyboard.  
My apprehension worsened as I read today’s fi rst and 
second readings.  Societal unrest was the last thing I’d 
hoped to address, yet there it was in the scripture before 
me.  The fi rst reading (Jonah 3:1-5, 10) describes Jonah’s 
mission to the city of Nineveh.  As the story goes, God 
sent Jonah to Nineveh to announce its demise if the 
people failed to stop their warring ways and to repent.  
Nineveh was a capital in the Assyrian Empire which had 
persecuted and devastated the kingdoms of Israel and 
Judah.  God commissioned Jonah with the hope that the 
fi ghting would end and the people would live in peace.  
Fortunately, the citizens of Nineveh listened.  With a bit 
of relief, I turned to the second reading (1 Corinthians 
7:29-31) where I found Paul also issuing a warning.  
“Time is running out,” Paul insisted and then added, “For 
the world in its present form is passing away.”  Though 
what we read today ends at this point, Paul’s letter goes 
on to insist that those who claim to follow Jesus can’t 
live their lives as though nothing has changed.  They 
must live as though they’ve actually heard God’s call.  

 At that point, I was reluctant to read today’s 
gospel because many of those involved on both sides 
of the unrest we’ve experienced in this country feel 
that they are answering God’s call.  Those of us on the 
side lines have taken our stances as well with the same 
conviction.  With that realization, I turned to the gospel 
(Mark 1:14-20) to fi nd some answers.  Jesus began his 
work that day with a challenge as well: “This is the time 
of fulfi llment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, 
and believe in the gospel.”  Jesus assured his followers 
that there was no time like the moment at hand to take to 
heart God’s invitation to bring goodness into this world.  
Two millenniums ago, when Simon, Andrew, James and 
John responded to Jesus’ call, they had no idea of what 
to expect or of what to do.  Though they heard Jesus’ 
message fi rsthand, scripture scholars tell us that there 
was plenty of disagreement among them.  At times, 
Jesus must have shaken his head and wondered where 
all of his eff orts would end.  As I consider the events of 
the past few weeks, I imagine God doing the same... 

 We hear God’s call throughout our lives.  As a 
child, I took my parents’ words seriously because they 
were illustrated so clearly in their actions.  As I grew 
older, I realized that my parents and other well-meaning 
adults took God’s call to heart.  Their ability to love and 
to nurture others fl owed from an underlying commitment 
to goodness.  No matter where they found themselves, ©2020 MARY PENICH - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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SOUPer Bowl 2021 Fan Alert!
Though  Super Bowl 2021 is still up for grabs, Deacon Mike is calling us all 
to get excited about the even bigger SOUPer Bowl Sunday Competition!  

Mike and his fellow deacons are once again joining forces against a very 
real opponent here in Lake County –HUNGER!

Deacons Mike, Bob, Ivan, Andy, Rod and Brent are transforming 
Super Bowl Weekend, February 6-7, into SOUPer Bowl Weekend here 

at St. Paul the Apostle.  Father Chris and Father Joe have commissioned 
these guys to become our own Monsters of the Midway! Will you help 
them in transforming what may be a lack-luster NFL competition into 

a real competition against hunger?
As you know, COVID-19 has changed a lot over the past 10 months and 
our SOUPER Bowl is no exception.  Because we can’t take up collections 
these days, our guys are asking you to help them to tackle hunger by 
picking up an envelope on the way in or out of 
church.  Just drop it off in the collection bins any 
Sunday or you can donate online.  If you take an 
envelope, use the space provided to record the 
name of the team you want to win Super Bowl 
LV.  We’ll share the results later. 

As always, 100% of the funds collected with be 
donated to the St. Anastasia Food Pantry in 
Waukegan to assist their volunteers in blocking 
hunger in a big way! As always, we thank you so 
much for your consistently amazing and 
heartwarming generosity!

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
I am there among them.” Ma� hew 18:20

Are you looking for inner calm?  Try Spiritual Direc� on.
My name is Sue Lucas. I am a new spiritual director, having recently completed 
the Spiritual Guidance Training Program through Siena Retreat Center.  I bring 

the gi�  of compassionate listening to share with individuals looking for a closer 
rela� onship with God. I am a parishioner here at St Paul the Apostle Church and 
a member of the core team for the Circle of Women and Vice President of the 

Society of St Vincent de Paul ministry. If you are interested in virtual sessions, you 
can reach me at 847-610-7913 or suelucas1013@comcast.net. 
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PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Diana Lonergan
Kathy Humann

Keith Lahey
Michele Dulak Beye

Charlie Lucas
Kurt Lowe

Linda Marie Fote
Ruth Blood

Jorge Sanchez
Frances C Fletcher

Carmie Caluag
Vicki Wilson

Marty Reynolds
The Andrade Family

Please know that we Pray for all of the sick 
at every Mass. however, if you would like 

your naMe or that of a sick loved one to be 
included in the list above, Please eMail or 

call keri at the Parish house. 
ksekany@saintPaultheaPostle.church 

847-918-0600

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, JANUARY 23, 2021
5:00PM: Tony Kinahan  | Charles Suhling | Norberto Austria

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24, 2021
7:30AM: Petrina Smetek | Robert Chester Buttrey
9:30AM: Wally Zagor | Edmund Kana | Marie Kapp
11:30AM: The Siap and Menchavez Families
        Josefina Ruiz

MONDAY, JANUARY 25, 2021
7:30AM: William Hervoy 
    
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2021
7:30AM: Ann Caputo | Josefina Ruiz
    
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2021
7:30AM: Louis Smetek

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 2021
7:30AM: Winston Casis | Josefina Ruiz

FRIDAY, JANUARY 29, 2021
7:30AM: For the Parish Family

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30, 2021
5:00PM: Pat Terry  | Charles Suhling
      Emily & Walter Macrowski

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31, 2021
7:30AM: Victor Peccioli | Luisa Bardales
      Richard & Leonarda Hunt
      Wanda Sheber | Nancy Majewski
9:30AM: Pat Terry | Kathleen & Stanley Strum
      Maribeth Hilo & Family
11:30AM: Julia Burkel | Ann DeJoris | Josefina Ruiz

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY: 
Acts 22:3-16 
Ps 117:1bc, 2
Mk 16:15-18

TUESDAY: 
2 Tm 1:1-8 
Ps 96:1-3, 7-8a, 10
Mk 3:31-35

WEDNESDAY: 
Heb 10:11-18
Ps 110:1-4
Mk 4:1-20

THURSDAY: 
Heb 10:19-25 
Ps 24:1-6 
Mk 4:21-25

FRIDAY: 
Heb 10:32-39 
Ps 37:3-6, 23-24, 39-40
Mk 4:26-34

SATURDAY:
Heb 11:1-2, 8-19
Lk 1:69-75
Mk 4:35-41

SUNDAY: 
Dt 18:15-20
Ps 95:1-2, 6-9
1 Cor 7:32-35
Mk1:21-28

The soul cannot live The soul cannot live 
without love.without love.
—St. Francis de Sales—St. Francis de Sales

  “ ”

Bertha Quintero
Guillermo Parreno 

Xavier Parreno
Bethany Brosman
Carol McArthur
Maria Rodriguez

Susan Smith Horvath
Robbie Franklin

Jeanette Albamonte
Caroline Shebenik

Natalie Styles
Nicole Mendlik

Gunnar Shindledecker

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The Ninevites turn from their 
evil ways in response to Jonah’s message 
(Jonah 3:1-5, 10).

Psalm — Teach me your ways, O Lord (Psalm 25).

Second Reading — The world in its present form 
is passing away (1 Corinthians 7:29-31).

Gospel — Jesus proclaims, “Repent, and believe in 
the gospel.” The new disciples abandon their nets 
and follow him (Mark 1:14-20).
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Virtual Trivia Contest
Calling all trivia buffs!  Invite your family and friends for a fun Virtual 

Trivia Night on Friday, Feb. 5 at 6 p.m., hosted by the Exchange Club of 
Gurnee.  All proceeds will benefit student scholarships and support local 

organizations working to prevent child abuse. You can participate in a team 
of up to eight members. If you don’t have a team but would like to play, 

you will be added to a team.  The cost is $20 per person or $120 per team.   
The first place team will receive a “bundtlet a month for a Year” for each 

member, courtesy of event sponsor Nothing Bundt Cakes Gurnee, and free 
entry into the next trivia.  Prizes will be awarded to second place and last 
place finishers. Register at www.exchangeclubofgurne.org. For questions, 

contact Deanne Fisher at 847-223-9100.  The Exchange is a service 
organization working together to make communities better places through 
programs of service in Americanism, community service, youth activities, 

and its national project, the prevention of child abuse.  
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PARISH OFFICE
KERI SEKANY | OFFICE MANAGER
INFO@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MUSIC LITURGY
RUTH PECK | DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
RPECK@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

JULIE JESTER | MUSIC MINISTRY ASSISTANT
JJESTER@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

SATURDAY EVENING:
5:00PM

SUNDAY:
7:30 | 9:30 | 11:30AM 

WEEKDAY MASS:
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY
7:30AM

MASS SCHEDULE

TUESDAY/THURSDAY MORNINGS
8:00AM

ADORATION

PASTORAL STAFF
REV. CHRIS CIASTON | PASTOR
FRCHRIS@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. JOE CURTIS | ASSOCIATE PASTOR
FRJOE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

REV. BRAD ZAMORA | WEEKEND ASSISTANCE
BZ AMOR A@USML .EDU

DEACON MICHAEL PENICH
DE ACONMIKE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON IVAN SIAP
DE ACONIVAN@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BOB BIRCK
DE ACONBOB@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ROD REYES
DE ACONROD@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON ANDY BAKER
DE ACONANDY@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

DEACON BRENT BERTKE
DE ACONBRENT@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-918-0600

847-918-0600
6401 GAGES LAKE RD

GURNEE, IL 60031

BUSINESS OFFICE
BOB SEKANY | BUSINESS MANAGER
BUSINESS@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY

847-918-0600

HOURS: 8:30AM - 3:00PM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

847-816-8677

SATURDAYS IN THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT CHAPEL
11:00AM

RECONCILIATION

ANCILLARY STAFF
KELLY KRUEGER | MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
KKRUEGER@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

RICH PLAGE | FACILITIES MANAGER
RPL AGE@SAINTPAULTHE APOSTLE .CHURCH

FAITH FORMATION & CATECHESIS
TAMMY OBERSTAR | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
TOBERSTAR@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

MARY JO URQUHART | FSF ADMIN ASSISTANT
MURQUHART@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA FILIP | DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION & YOUTH FORMATION
LFILIP@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

AMY RUSSELL | CHILDREN’S FSF COORDINATOR 
ARUSSELL@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH

LISA COLLIN | CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR
LCOLLIN@SAINTPAULTHEAPOSTLE.CHURCH


